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Health  Department  Considers  Closing  Baths 


San  Francisco  Bathhouse  Debate  Rages 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  An 
initiative  petition  which  would  put 
before  this  city’s  voters  a  regula¬ 
tion  outlawing  sex  in  the  baths  has 
set  into  motion  a  chain  of  events 
which  may  lead  to  the  closure  of 
the  baths  by  the  city’s  Department 
of  Public  Health  (DPH). 

The  initiative,  proposed  by 
Larry  Littlejohn,  a  longtime  gay  ac¬ 
tivist  and  founder  of  the  Pride 
Foundation,  needs  only  7,332 
signatures  between  April  17  and 
August  8  to  be  placed  on  the  ballot 
in  the  November  election.  Little¬ 
john’s  campaign  was  reported  in 
the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  on 
March  28. 

The  next  day,  Dr.  Mervyn 
Silverman,  the  director  of  the 
city’s  Department  of  Public 
Health,  called  a  press  conference 
for  March  30  and  implied  that  he 
would  announce  the  closing  of  the 
city’s  baths  at  the  request  of  some 
gay  activists. 

Sal  Roselli,  the  president  of  the 
Alice  B.  Toklas  Democratic  Club, 
a  group  which  officially  opposes 
closing  the  baths,  gave  GCN  this 
explanation  of  events:  “The  Lit¬ 
tlejohn  initiative  scared  people.  A 
small  group  of  people  met  and 
drafted  a  position  urging  Silver- 
man  to  close  the  baths.  It  was 
signed  by  physicians,  some 

members  of  the  Harvey  Milk 
Democratic  Club  and  Harry  Britt. 


However,  a  number  of  people  who 
signed  it  [later]  changed  their 
minds  and  backed  off.” 

According  to  a  report  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle,  the  city’s  at¬ 
torney  recently  ruled  that  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Health,  Silverman  was  empowered 
to  close  the  baths  if  he  deemed 
them  a  threat  to  public  health.  In 
the  same  report  by  the  Chronicle, 
Mayor  Diane  Feinstein  is  reported 
to  have  said  that  she  also  would 
like  to  see  the  baths  closed  but 
would  not  bring  political  pressure 
on  Silverman,  who  had  been 
resisting,  to  do  so.  Over  the  past 
year,  Silverman  has  stressed  the 
need  to  educate  patrons,  rather 
than  summarily  closing  the  baths. 

But  Sal  Roselli,  saying  that  the 
persons  who  signed  the  petition  to 
Silverman  were  not  representative 
of  a  cross  section  of  the  communi¬ 
ty,  told  GCN  he  called  a  meeting 
of  representatives  of  a  dozen 
groups  to  dissuade  Silverman  from 
making  an  announcement  closing 
the  baths. 

According  to  Roselli,  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Stonewall 
Democratic  Club,  the  Alice  B. 
Toklas  Democratic  Club,  the  Gay 
Business  Association,  the  San 
Francisco  AIDS  Foundation,  the 
People  with  AIDS  Alliance,  the 
Pride  Foundation,  Bay  Area 
Physicians  for  Human  Rights, 


Concerned  Republicans  for  In¬ 
dividual  Rights  and  a  number  of 
bath  owners  attended  the  meeting. 
They  drafted  a  counter  letter  to 
Silverman  urging  that  he  postpone 
for  two  weeks  any  decision  concer¬ 
ning  the  baths  and  meet  with  them 
before  his  scheduled  press  con¬ 
ference  to  discuss  alternatives. 
They  also  organized  a  town 
meeting  for  April  4  to  get  input 
from  other  members  of  the  gay 
community. 

At  Silverman’s  scheduled  press 
conference,  instead  of  announcing 
the  baths’  closing,  he  announced 
that  he  had  not  made  a  decision 
but  one  would  be  forthcoming 
within  two  weeks.  A  spokesperson 
from  his  office  told  GCN  that 
Silverman  will  announce  a  deci¬ 
sion  on  April  9. 


Gay  city  Supervisor  Harry  Britt, 
explaining  his  support  for  Silver¬ 
man’s  proposed  closure,  told 
GCN  “The  gay  leadership  in  the 
battle  against  AIDS  decided  to 
urge  Public  Health  to  close  the 
baths.  When  I  received  that 
message,  I  supported  it.  But  on 
Friday  morning,  Silverman 
backed  off  from  the  decision.  He 
shouldn’t  have  made  the  decision 
or  shouldn’t  have  backed  off  from 
it.  [That]  is  irresponsible  waffling 


Northampton  Activists  Prevail 

March  Organizers 
Win  Permit  Dispute 

By  Larry  Goldsmith 
NORTHAMPTON,  MA  —  Or¬ 


ganizers  of  this  year’s  lesbian  and 
gay  pride  march  here  have  won  a 
Superior  Court  injunction  overrul¬ 
ing  the  city’s  denial  of  a  parade 
permit  for  Saturday,  May  12. 

“We’re  thrilled,”  responded 
Jane  Cleland,  a  spokesperson  for 
the  organizers.  “The  city  was  in¬ 
fringing  on  our  constitutional 
rights  and  we  protested  and  took  it 
to  court.  .  .  .  We’re  going  to 
march  on  Saturday.” 

Northampton  Police  Chief 
Daniel  Labato,  who  has  sole 
authority  for  the  granting  of 
parade  permits,  had  refused  the 
application  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Activists  (GALA)  for  their  third 
annual  march,  citing  last  year’s 
unexpectedly  large  turnout  of 
nearly  2,000  people  and  claiming 
that  the  crowds  would  interfere 
with  traffic,  public  safety  and 
business.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  11,  No. 
34)  Labato,  with  the  support  of 
Northampton  Mayor  David  Mu- 
sante,  offered  instead  to  grant 
GALA  a  permit  for  Sunday,  May 
13,  saying  that  lesser  traffic  on  that 
day  would  make  it  easier  for  his 
department  to  police  the  march. 

But  organizers  of  the  march 
claimed  that  marching  through 
empty  streets  would  defeat  the 
purpose  of  their  event.  “We  feel 
it’s  important  to  be  in  town  when 
everybody  else  is  in  town,”  said 
Cleland.  “Northampton  is  dead 
on  Sunday  and  it’s  filled  with  peo¬ 
ple  on  Saturday.  This  is  an  educa¬ 
tional  event  and  we’re  trying  to 
educate  people.” 

Last  year’s  march,  which  oc¬ 
curred  during  several  months  of 


anti-lesbian  harassment  and  death 
threats  in  the  city,  drew  nearly 
twice  as  many  participants  as 
organizers  had  expected  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  10,  No.  44).  The  out-of- 
town  supporters  and  area  residents 
who  marched,  however,  met  only 
a  few  hecklers  and  a  dozen-odd 
Christian  fundamentalists  holding 
a  peaceful  counterdemonstration. 
Northampton  police,  who  main¬ 
tained  a  heavy  but  distant  presence 
throughout  the  day,  reported  no 
arrests  and  no  problems  with  the 
crowds. 

On  March  21,  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders  at¬ 
torneys  Susan  Ritter  and  Nancy 
Shilepsky  of  Northampton  and 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts  attorney  Archer 
Battista  of  Springfield  filed  suit  on 
behalf  of  GALA  in  Hampshire 
County  Superior  Court.  The 
lawsuit  argued  the  importance  of  a 
Saturday  march  and  alleged  that 
the  city  ordinance  governing 
parade  permits  was  unconstitu¬ 
tional  because  it  allows  the  police 
chief  sole  authority  over  parade 
permits  without  specifying  any 
guidelines  for  issuance  or  denial  of 
the  permits  and  without  specifying 
any  procedure  for  the  appeal  of 
permit  denials. 

Hampshire  County  Superior 
Court  Judge  George  Ready  heard 
oral  arguments  on  the  case  on 
March  30  at  a  hearing  interrupted 
for  90  minutes  by  a  telephoned 
bomb  threat.  Police  cleared  and 
then  searched  the  courthouse,  but 
no  bomb  was  found. 

Keady’s  written  opinion,  re¬ 
leased  on  April  4,  found  in  favor 


of  GALA  and  granted  an  injunc¬ 
tion  against  the  city  barring  denial 
of  the  Saturday  parade  permit. 

“The  requiring  of  a  permit  prior 
to  marching  is  not  unconstitu¬ 
tional  per  se,”  wrote  Ready.  “A 
municipality  is  responsible  for  the 
safety  of  its  residents  and  populace 
and  clearly  has  a  legitimate  interest 
in  public  safety  both  at  the  parade 
scene  and  throughout  the  com¬ 
munity.” 

But,  as  Ready  added,  the  or¬ 
dinance  in  effect  in  Northampton 
“imposes  a  prior  restraint  on  the 
exercise  of  freedom  of  speech  and 
expression  without  specific  stand¬ 
ards  for  the  administration  of  that 
restraint.  .  .  .  This  ordinance  is 
too  vague  because  it  vests  too 
much  discretion  with  the  chief  of 
police  for  granting  or  withholding 
permits  and  gives  him  no  stand¬ 
ards  or  criteria  for  his  action.” 

Northampton  City  Solicitor 
Maureen  Ryan-Wise,  Police  Chief 
Daniel  Labato,  Traffic  Sergeant 
Alfred  Lebiecki,  and  Mayor  David 
Musante  were  all  unavailable  or 
refused  comment  to  GCN.  A 
woman  answering  the  telephone  in 
Ryan-Wise’s  private  law  office, 
however,  told  GCN  that  the  city 
had  “no  plans  to  appeal  right 
now.” 

GALA  spokesperson  Cleland 
urged  people  to  come  to  North¬ 
ampton  on  May  12  to  take  part  in 
the  march.  The  procession  will 
begin  at  Lamprin  Park,  in  front  of 
the  Bridge  Street  School,  at  noon. 
For  more  information,  call  GALA 
at  (413)  586-9340. 


Britt, 


Harry 


San  Francisco  city  Supervisor 


on  an  important  issue.” 

Britt  told  GCN  that  he  supports 
the  closing  only  if  “the  decision  is 
made  by  medical  people,  and  gay 
medical  people  should  be  in¬ 
volved.”  He  maintains  that 
neither  he  nor  Feinstein  have 
pressured  Silverman  to  close  the 
baths.  “The  mayor’s  thrust,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Britt,  “is  that  the  deci¬ 
sion  be  made  by  medical  people 
outside  of  political  considera¬ 
tions.”  Britt  also  said  that  he 
believes  Silverman  will  be  forced 
to  close  the  baths  in  the  near 
future,  based  on  the  medical  ad¬ 
vice  he  is  receiving. 

However,  many  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  oppose  closing  the  baths, 
regardless  of  whether  it  is  wholly 
in  the  hands  of  “experts”  or  not. 
They  maintain  that  it  is  political 
and  those  considerations  cannot 
be  put  aside. 

The  fears  and  misconceptions 
around  AIDS,  talk  of  quarantines 
within  the  city  and  the  possibility 
of  a  divisive  and  politically  embar¬ 
rassing  initiative  on  the  ballot  just 
before  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  may  have  combined 


to  put  many  people  in  the  ranks  of 
the  movement  to  close  the  baths 
— people  who  might  not  otherwise 
be  there.  Others  believe  it  is  simply 
an  opportunity  for  gay  people  who 
have  long  opposed  the  baths  to  do 
so. 

But  Howard  Wallace,  a  Bay 
area  gay  activist  prominent  for  his 
role  in  the  Coors  beer  boycott,  told 
QCN  that  he  opposed  closure 
because  it  would  not  make  a 
significant  difference  in  the 
transmission  of  AIDS.  “They 
[people  who  go  to  the  baths]  won’t 
become  celibate,  they’ll  go 
elsewhere.  At  least  we  can  reach 
them  [for  educational  purposes] 
there.  I  am  opposed  to  the  state  in¬ 
tervening  in  private  sexual  affairs. 
Our  movement  has  been  con¬ 
cerned  with  this,  it  shouldn’t  be 
given  up  lightly.  There  is  no  cure 
for  the  spread  of  AIDS  short  of  a 
cure  for  AIDS.” 

Roselli,  of  the  Toklas  Club,  also 
said  that  he  fears  the  ripple  effect 
which  closure  would  have  across 
the  country  “against  gay 
businesses  and  the  gay  rights 
Continued  on  page  6 


Burning  of  AIDS  Patient 
Stumps  Police,  Hospital 


By  Linda  Cohn 

NEW  YORR— An  AIDS  pa¬ 
tient  was  mysteriously  set  on  fire  in 
his  room  at  New  York  Hospital  on 
March  13  and  sustained  minor 
burns  on  his  face,  neck,  and  chest. 
Police  investigating  the  incident 
are  unable  to  say  whether  it  was 
the  work  of  an  intruder  or  an  at¬ 
tempted  suicide. 

Hospital  personnel  told  police 
they  discovered  the  man  in  flames 
at  2:45  a.m.  with  a  tube,  possibly 
some  kind  of  medical  equipment, 
wrapped  around  his  neck.  But  they 
also  told  police  that  the  man’s 
hands  had  been  restrained  that 
night  because  he  had  previously  at¬ 
tempted  to  dislodge  the  in¬ 
travenous  tubes  in  his  arm. 
However,  according  to  Det. 
Howard  Louver,  “The  patient  had 
been  known  to  get  out  of  [the 
restraints].” 

The  patient,  a  44-year-old 
retired  stock  broker  from  Manhat¬ 


tan,  is  also  suffering  from  a  brain 
tumor  and,  according  to  Louver, 
has  been  told  he  has  about  one 
year  to  live. 

Det.  Louver  said  he  “tried  to 
dismiss  the  idea”  that  it  was  a 
homicide  attempt,  but  hasn’t 
“been  able  to  prove  otherwise.” 
The  man’s  family  gave  no  indica¬ 
tion  that  he  would  have  attempted 
suicide,  said  Louver.  “The  patient 
said  one  thing  that  indicated  he 
might  have  tried  it,”  Louver  told 
GCN,  “but  he  is  not  always  in 
control  of  his  faculties  either 
because  of  the  medication  or  the 
illness.” 

New  York  Hospital  spokesman 
Raymond  Rebhann  said  the  pa¬ 
tient  has  been  under  guard  since 
the  incident.  The  hospital  is 
cooperating  with  police,  he  said, 
but  answered  “No  comment,”  to 
any  further  questions. 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“ If  hypocrisy  and  lies  hold  the  day,  hope  can¬ 
not  be  realized.  The  circle  of  hatred  and  self-hatred 
draws  murderously  tighter.  A  majority  of  gay  people 
choose  to  remain  hidden  . . . 

“It  required  ‘black  power,’  the  concentrated  ef¬ 
fort  by  black  Americans  to  assert  self-acceptance 
and  pride  in  the  face  of  rejection  and  contempt,  to 
change  both  blacks’  and  whites’  attitudes  toward 
blackness.  I  remember  Rosa  Parks,  who  prepared  the 
way  for  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.’s  leadership,  reflec¬ 
ting  on  her  refusal  to  sit  in  the  back  of  a  bus  in 
Alabama,  recalling  ‘the  appalling  silence  of  the  good 
people.' 

“Where  are  the  silent  ‘good  people’  —  including 
the  ‘good,’  still-hidden  gay  people  —  who  will  come 
forward  to  advance  the  cause  of  gay  people’s  rights?” 

—  Malcolm  Boyd,  a  gay  Episcopal  priest,  reflec¬ 
ting  on  the  veto  of  AB  1,  California’s  gay  employment 
rights  bill. 


vroom!  vroom! 

LE  ROY,  NY  —  Organizers  Sue  Slate  and  Gin 
Shear  will  host  the  Women’s  Motorcycle  Festival  ’84 
in  upstate  New  York  August  24-27.  Since  admittance 
is  limited  to  the  first  200  paid  entrants,  they  suggest 
that  interested  women  send  for  registration  informa¬ 
tion  immediately.  Write:  W.M.F.  ’84,  7  Lent  Ave.,  Le 
Roy,  NY  14482. 


queer  reports  dept. 

LONDON  —  Police  arrested  360  people  on  March 
29  as  thousands  of  “punk-clad  anarchists,  homosex¬ 
uals  and  peace  activists”  marched  through  the  finan¬ 
cial  district  to  protest  big  business  and  government, 
according  to  a  United  Press  International  (U PI) 
dispatch. 

The  UPI  report  noted  that  demonstrators  sported 
“neon  hairdos  and  tight  leather  clothes”  as  they 
blocked  streets  and  disrupted  traffic  in  a  “Stop  the  Ci¬ 
ty”  demonstration.  Sartorial  descriptions  were  the 
order  of  the  day  in  the  UPI  dispatch,  as  it  went  on  to 
describe  a  protesting  teenager  with  “pink  hair  and  1 1 
earrings”  and  “youths  with  rainbow  hairdos.” 

The  alert  writer,  however,  did  catch  at  least  one 
political  point  of  the  march.  Adorned  with  oddly  col¬ 
ored  hair  and  bedecked  with  jewelry,  the  marchers 
carried  a  sensible  sign  asking  the  question:  “Why 
does  half  the  world’s  population  do  two-thirds  of  the 
world’s  work,  earn  one-tenth  of  the  world’s  income 
and  own  only  one-hundredth  of  the  world’s  property?” 


homocrats  go  home 

BOSTON  —  The  Charter  Amendments  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Massachusetts  Democratic  State  Commit¬ 
tee  voted  5-0  on  March  28  against  a  proposal  that 
would  have  added  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  the  party’s 
list  of  groups  targetted  for  outreach  efforts. 

Dr.  Joe  Warren,  who  chairs  the  committee  of  five 
liberals  appointed  by  state  party  chair  Sen.  Chester 
Atkins  (D-Concord),  defended  his  vote,  saying  that 
“the  charter  should  be  treated  very  much  like  the  Con¬ 
stitution  and  amendments  to  it  should  be  looked  at  in 
a  very  conservative  way.”  Because  of  this  conser¬ 
vative  policy,  Warren  added,  none  of  the  charter 
amendments  proposed  that  night  were  adopted. 

As  for  the  issue  of  outreach  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  Warren  told  GCN  that  the  groups  currently  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  outreach  policy  “were  pretty  much 
defined  according  to  some  census  or  verifiable  piece 
that  showed  some  history  of  discrimination.”  Warren 
said  he  had  seen  no  such  data  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Asked  if  he  thought  such  discrimination  existed 
within  the  Massachusetts  Democratic  Party,  Warren 
replied, “I  don’t  know.  I’ve  never  heard  anyone  say 
anything  or  act  in  that  way.” 

Members  of  the  Massachusetts  Democratic  Par¬ 
ty  include  inter  alia  Sens.  Joseph  Walsh  and  Denis 
McKenna  and  Reps.  Michael  Flaherty  and  Andrew 
Collaro,  all  of  whom  will  be  remembered  for  their 
homophobic  outbursts  during  debate  on  the  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  bill  last  year.  Members  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  voting  against  the  charter  amendment  include 
Warren,  a  Northeastern  University  professor  and  pro¬ 
minent  black  supporter  of  Massachusetts  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis;  Laura  Spencer,  coordinator  of 
AFSCME  Council  93  in  Boston;  Mary  Lou  Szulborski, 
assistant  counsel  to  the  governor;  Barbara  Rowe,  a 
Marlborough  attorney;  and  Barry  Weiner,  a  Boston  at¬ 
torney  who  serves  as  treasurer  of  the  Democratic 
State  Committee. 

Supporters  of  the  amendment  can  still  press  for 
passage  on  the  floor  of  the  convention,  to  be  held  this 
June  in  Worcester,  if  they  can  first  collect  500 
signatures  from  among  the  4600  voting  delegates. 
Jonathan  Handel,  who  has  helped  organize  an  infor¬ 
mal  caucus  of  gay  and  lesbian  delegates  says  he  ex¬ 
pects  the  caucus  to  try  that  route. 


international  gay  and  lesbian 
freedom  march  planned 

NEW  YORK  —  Over  70  lesbian  and  gay  activists 
met  in  New  York  City  on  the  weekend  of  March  3-4  to 
plan  an  International  March  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Freedom  on  Sept.  30.  According  to  a  press  release 
issued  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Organizing  Committee 
for  1984  (LGOC),  organizers  hope  "to  focus  world  at¬ 
tention  on  the  situation  of  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
often  invisible  and  oppressed  in  every  country  of  the’ 
world.” 

The  LGOC’s  statement  of  purpose  includes  the 
following  goals:  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  be 
granted  the  freedom  to  live  openly;  an  end  to  all 
governmental  and  street  violence  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men;  the  declassification  of  homosexuality 
as  a  disease  by  the  World  Health  Organization;  equal 
access  to  housing  and  employment;  and  an  end  to 
anti-gay  immigration  laws  in  all  countries. 

The  march  and  an  international  gay  and  lesbian 
conference  to  be  held  on  Sept.  28-29  will  coincide  with 
the  opening  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly. 

To  contact  LGOC  for  more  information  or  to  help 
with  organization  of  the  march  and  conference,  write 
LGOC,  PO  Box  1498,  NY,  NY  10090,  or  call  (212) 
505-1758.  Donations  in  any  amount  will  be  ap¬ 
preciated  by  the  organizing  committee.  Make  checks 
payable  to  LGOC. 


kansas  city  gay  activists 
meet  with  local  officials 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO  —  A  local  civil  rights  group 
sponsored  a  March  21  meeting  between  gay  activists 
and  city  and  county  police  officials.  About  20 
members  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  attended 
the  meeting  sponsored  by  the  Human  Rights  Caucus 
and  were  given  a  somewhat  contradictory  picture  of 
the  city  and  county  interpretations  of  laws  used  to 
restrict  homosexual  activity. 

The  Kansas  City  city  attorney  told  the  audience 
that  sexual  activity  between  two  persons  of  the  same 
sex,  whether  consenting  adults  or  not,  is  illegal  and 
subject  to  prosecution.  Furthermore,  entrapment  of 
gay  men  by  cops  is  accepted  by  the  city  as  evidence 
of  criminal  activity.  However,  the  Jackson  County  pro¬ 
secutor’s  office  refuses  to  prosecute  on  charges 
resulting  from  entrapment.  As  a  result,  the  city  police 
steer  all  gay  sex  charges  to  the  city  attorney’s  office. 

According  to  Joe  Chanowski,  co-chair  of  the 
Caucus,  a  meeting  between  Caucus  members  and  a 
soon-to-be-appointed  police  chief  will  be  arranged  to 
discuss  the  discrepancy  in  enforcement  of  the  anti¬ 
sex  laws  and  to  press  the  police  chief  for  an  end  to  the 
police  harassment  of  gay  people. 


protestors  greet  deukmejian 
at  berkeiey  appearance 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  Gov.  George  Deukmejian  will 
not  likely  forget  that  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  Califor¬ 
nia  were  insulted  and  angered  by  his  March  13  veto  of 
AB  1.  More  than  100  demonstrators  greeted  Deukme¬ 
jian  on  March  26  as  he  welcomed  French  President 
Francois  Mitterand  to  the  University  of  California- 
Berkeley  campus,  according  to  the  Sacramento  Bee. 
This  protest  was  the  largest  he  has  faced  since  the 
veto. 

Hank  Wilson  of  the  Gay  Teachers  Alliance  of  San 
Francisco  promised  that  the  Governor  will  see 
pickets  whenever  he  appears  in  the  Bay  area.  Said 
Wilson,  “Anti-gay  prejudice  does  exist.  It’s  all  over 
.  .  .  We’re  not  going  to  let  him  get  away  with  ignoring 
realities.  We’re  not  going  to  accept  his  veto. 


gay  writer  memorialized 
at  Westminster  abbey 

LONDON  —  The  late  gay  playwright  Noel 
Coward  has  been  memorialized  in  England’s 
venerable  Westminster  Abbey,  where  many  of  the 
country’s  monarchs  and  poets  are  buried,  according 
to  the  Washington  Post.  A  memorial  stone  for  Coward 
was  unveiled  on  March  28  in  the  1000-year-old  church. 
Among  those  attending  the  ceremony  were  Queen 
Mother  Elizabeth,  Sir  Richard  Attenborough,  and  Sir 
John  Gielgud. 

A  bit  of  controversy  erupted  in  February  when  a 
London  gossip  columnist  reported  that  the  Church  of 
England  was  reluctant  to  enshrine  Coward  because 
of  its  “official  displeasure  at  Coward’s  homosexual 
life.”  The  deputy  registrar  of  the  Abbey,  however,  said 
Coward's  homosexuality  may  have  been  a  factor  11 
years  ago,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  “but  things  have 
changed  since  then.” 


tax  day  protest 

BOSTON  —  New  England  War  Tax  Resistance 
(NE/WTR)  and  six  pther  local  peace  groups  have  an¬ 
nounced  a  Tax  Day  1984  protest  action  to  be  held  on 
Friday,  April  13  from  noon  to  1:00  p.m.  NE/WTR  urges 
all  taxpayers  to  join  them  in  a  mass  filing  of  tax 
returns  accompanied  by  letters  of  protest  immediate¬ 
ly  following  the  noon  rally  at  John  F.  Kennedy  Federal 
Building  at  Government  Center.  For  more  information 
on  the  rally  and/or  refusing  to  pay  the  60  percent  of 
your  taxes  which  go  to  support  the  military,  call 
731-6139. 


baltimore  gay  rights  bill, 
second  time  around 

BALTIMORE,  MD  —  Gay  rights  activists  in  this 
city  have  ressurrected  a  gay  rights  bill  that  was 
defeated  by  the  city  council  four  years  ago,  according 
to  the  Baltimore  Sun.  The  bill  was  set  to  be  introduced 
at  the  March  26  council  session  by  a  group  of  coun- 
cilmembers. 

Since  last  October,  a  four-member  committee 
from  the  city’s  gay  community  has  been  working  with 
city  officials  to  put  the  1984  version  of  the  bill 
together.  But  one  committee  member  said,  “It’s  really 
been  a  four-year  effort  to  learn  from  the  mistakes  of 
1980.” 

The  1980  bill  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  12-6,  with 
five  of  the  bill’s  original  sponsors  voting  against  it. 
Two  factors  cited  in  the  bill’s  defeat  were  strong  op¬ 
position  by  some  influential  religious  groups  and  a 
rumor  that  the  mayor  opposed  the  bill. 

Baltimore’s  Dignity  chapter  went  to  work  on  the 
city’s  Catholic  Archbishop  Borders,  a  leading  oppo¬ 
nent  of  the  bill.  The  Archbishop  celebrated  a  mass  for 
Dignity  on  Feb.  10  and  activists  are  hopeful  he  will  not 
oppose  the  bill. 

Mayor  William  Donald  Schaefer,  however,  has 
not  yet  issued  any  public  statements  in  support  of  the 
bill.  Schaefer’s  silence  worries  city  gay  activists  who 
believe  the  mayor’s  solid  and  public  support  will  be 
crucial  for  passage. 

The  bill  makes  it  unlawful  for  anyone  to 
discriminate  against  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  employ¬ 
ment,  public  accomodations,  education  and  health 
and  welfare  services. 


unlikely  heroines  rescue 
Chicago  gay  men’s  choir 

PEORIA,  IL  —  Chicago’s  Windy  City  Gay  Chorus 
wowed  ’em  in  Peoria  on  March  24  and  grabbed  the 
first  place  in  the  Midwest  finals  of  the  Johnny  Mann 
Great  Choral  Festival,  according  to  GayLife.  The 
65-member  chorus  of  gay  men  won  $500  and  a  chance 
to  compete  at  the  festival’s  national  finals  on  May  19 
in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

The  choir’s  music  director  Richard  Garrin  said 
the  group  entered  the  contest  “to  reach  out  to  com¬ 
munities  other  than  the  gay  community.”  Garrin  said 
the  gay  chorus  encountered  no  trouble  from  festival 
administrators  during  registration.  However,  a  press 
release  issued  by  the  group  described  an  incident  at 
the  competition  which  can  only  be  ascribed  to 
homophobia,  but  which  ended  happily  for  the  gay 
men  from  Chicago. 

At  midnight,  the  contest’s  m.c.  announced  that 
the  Windy  City  chorus  had  won  the  contest,  and  he 
quickly  ended  the  program  without  offering  the  gay 
chorus  its  traditional  victor’s  encore.  But,  the  Sweet 
Adelines  —  a  local  all-women’s  group  composed 
mostly  of  middle-aged  women  who  were  still  dressed 
in  their  sequined  costumes  —  blocked  the  staircase 
exit  of  the  ballroom  so  the  audience  couldn’t  leave. 
They  broke  into  a  chant  of  “Windy  City!  Windy  City!” 
until  the  m.c.  could  no  longer  ignore  it.  The  gay  chorus 
joined  the  Sweet  Adelines  on  the  staircase  and  per¬ 
formed  not  one,  but  two  encores. 


News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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Cincinnati  AIDS  Meeting 

‘Criticism  of  Slow  AIDS 
Response  Justified’ 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI,  OH  —  A 
member  of  Ohio  Gov.  Richard  Ce¬ 
leste’s  Advisory  Board  on  AIDS 
acknowledged  recently  that  the 
federal  government  has  been  slow 
in  its  response  to  AIDS  as  a  health 
problem,  but  said  priorities  have 
improved. 

“The  criticism  is  justified,”  Dr. 
Peter  Walzer  told  some  30  help- 
oriented  professionals  at  a  con¬ 
ference  planned  by  AIDS  Volun¬ 
teers  of  Cincinnati  (AVOC)  and 
the  Central  Community  Health 
Board  (CCHB). 

Federal  authorities  had  been 
criticized  for  getting  a  slow  start 
on  medical  research  into  the  cause 
and  possible  cures  of  AIDS.  The 
$53.9  million  budgeted  in  Febru¬ 
ary  by  the  Reagan  Administratoin 
(a  12  percent  increase  over  the  last 
fiscal  year)  was  called  inadequate, 
but  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

“As  of  now,”  the  University  of 
Cincinnati  medical  professor  and 
AIDS  clinician  said,  “There’s 
more  money  than  people  know 
what  to  do  with.  The  climate  has 
reversed.  AIDS  has  received  the 
attention  it  should  be  getting.” 

Dr.  Walzer  is  one  of  about  12 
Ohio  physicians  and  health  profes- 
sional  who  serve  on  the 
Governor’s  advisory  board  and 
pool  resources  for  treating  AIDS 
patients. 

This  new  disorder  of  the  im¬ 
mune  system  with  an  unknown 
cause  is  “one  of  the  most  lethal 
diseases  known  to  mankind,  with 
almost  80%  overall  mortality  rate 
for  a  two-year  period,”  he  said. 
While  the  disease  is  “still  very  un¬ 
common,”  he  warned  that  the 
definition  of  AIDS  may  change  in 
a  few  years.  AIDS  may  be  just  the 
tip  of  an  iceberg  “of  unexplained 
malignancies.  There’s  some  evi¬ 
dence  AIDS  is  levelling  off,  but  it’s 
still  increasing  rather  rapidly,” 
Dr.  Walzer  said. 

The  Central  Community  Health 
Board  convened  the  meeting  on 
AIDS  because  “the  physical  ef- 
fests  are  terrifying  and  the  emo¬ 


tional  impact  is  overwhelming” 
since  the  number  of  people  who 
will  get  AIDS  is  not  known.  The 
emotional  toll  falls  heavily  on 
family  members,  those  at  risk,  and 
people  suspected  of  having  AIDS. 
AVOC  president  Michael  Weyand 
said,  “This  joint  effort  with 
CCHB  is  the  first  in  a  series  of 
linkages  we  hope  to  form  with  ex¬ 
isting  community  agencies.” 

The  groups  wanted  to  provide  a 
learning  experience  for  clergy, 
morticians,  counselors,  health 
workers,  and  others  called  upon  to 
assist  the  “worried  well”  and  peo¬ 
ple  who  present  AIDS  symptoms. 

“In  a  time  of  crisis,  ”  said  co¬ 
convenor  Rev.  Donald  Mosley, 
“most  of  us  can  get  consolation 
through  the  church.  But  at  times, 
compassion,  mercy,  and  grace 
stop  for  persons  with  AIDS  as  far 
as  the  church  is  concerned,”  he 
said.  Clergy  can  be  indifferent  to 
“or  even  persecutors”  of 
homosexuals,  he  said  during  a 
workshop  on  death  and  dying. 

Rev.  Jerry  Motto  of  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Church  urged 
counselors  to  determine  the 
client’s  immediate  family  relation¬ 
ships,  especially  whether  the 
nuclear  family  accepts  the  client’s 
homosexuality.  “If  my  mother  re¬ 
jected  me  for  years,  I  don't  want 
her  slobbering  over  me  with  guilt 
when  I’m  dying,”  Motto  said. 

Secondly,  all  the  possible  results 
of  an  AIDS  diagnosis  —  loss  of 
job,  family  relationships,  costs  of 
medical  care,  death  —  should  be 
considered.  “And,  remember,  you 
as  professionals  take  an  oath  that 
does  not  say  ‘except 
homosexuals.’  We  fight  every  day 
of  our  lives  for  dignity.  For  God’s 
sake,  let  us  die  in  dignity.” 

Rev.  Motto  and  other  panelists 
suggested  that  counselors  refer 
clients  to  their  gay-sensitive  col¬ 
leagues  if  they  do  not  feel  comfor¬ 
table  with  AIDS  or  homosexuali¬ 
ty.  “All  medical  people  are  not 
well-equipped  to  deal  with  a  dying 
patient,  especially  with  the  mass 


hysteria  surrounding  AIDS,”  ob¬ 
served  Mildred  Gibson,  a  social 
worker  at  Holmes  Hospital.  “We 
must  make  a  concerted  effort  to 
unburden  ourselves  of  attitudes 
created  by  stigma,  myth,  or  pre¬ 
judice  with  regard  to  homosexual 
lifestyles  and  AIDS  pathology  it¬ 
self.”  That  involves  obtaining 
facts  and  tuning  into  “feelings, 
fears,  and  concerns”  about  dying, 
she  said. 

Ron  Troyer,  an  instructor  at 
Cincinnati  College  of  Mortuary 
Science,  said  he  was  disappointed 
that  more  clergy  and  undertakers 
didn’t  attend  the  conference. 

Ignorance  and  lack  of  support 
cause  “problems  in  the  communi¬ 
ty,”  which  he  said  he’s  learned 
through  six  years  of  teaching  and 
counseling  survivors  here.  “1 
believe  people  can  cope  with  crisis 
in  their  lives  if  they  have  know¬ 
ledge  and  support.  When  you  add 
hysteria  to  ignorance  in  the  case  of 
AIDS,  you  have  a  person  who  feels 
isolated,  alone  in  our  community, 
and  a  tremendous  sense  of 
helplessness  that  can  lead  to 
hopelessness,”  he  said. 

Troyer  said  he  tries  to  provide  to 
students  and  working  morticians 
enrolled  in  continuing  education 
courses  the  kind  of  “knowledge  to 
remove  stigma  so  that  it  is  possible 
for  a  family  experiencing  an  AIDS 
death  [to  have]  a  funeral  with  the 
body  present  if  they  choose.”  The 
funeral  of  a  person  who  has  died 
of  AIDS  may  be  more  important 
than  another’s  because  “it’s  a 
social  recognition  that  a  life  has 
been  lived  and  that  a  loved  one  has 
been  lost.  We  need  to  give  voice  to 
that  suffering.  We  need  to  talk 
about  it,  make  it  real  [even 
though]  it’s  a  hard  thing  to  do.” 
Talking  helps  preserve  memories 
and  impacts  on  the  systems  that 
offer  support,  during  life- 
threatening  illness  and  reduces 
hysteria  so  “we  can  integrate  and 
rebuild”  the  lives  of  those  close  to 
people  who  have  died  from  AIDS, 
Continued  on  pafte  6 


Portland  Lesbian  Wins 
ROTC  Reinstatement 


PORTLAND,  ME— A  U.S. 
District  Court  judge  ruled  here  on 
April  3  that  a  lesbian  who  was 
“disenrolled”  in  1981  from  the 
Army’s  Reserve  Officer  Training 
Corps  (ROTC)  at  the  University  of 
Maine  must  be  reinstated. 
Magistrate  D.  Brock  Hornby 
ordered  Sergeant  Diane  J.  Mat¬ 
thews,  26,  of  South  Portland  to  be 
reinstated  in  the  ROTC  program 
from  which  she  was  dismissed 
after  she  identified  herself  as  a  les¬ 
bian  to  her  commanding  officer. 
Matthews  filed  suit  against  the  Ar¬ 
my  in  1982.  Testimony  in  the  case 
was  heard  by  Magistrate  Hornby 
on  July  18  of  last  year  (See  GCN 
Vol.  11,  No.  3). 

In  a  41-page  decision, 
Magistrate  Hornby  wrote  that 
Matthew’s  ouster  “as  a  result  of 
her  declaration  of  homosexuality 
without  any  evidence  of  homosex¬ 
ual  conduct”  did  violate  her  First 
Amendment  rights  to  freedom  of 
expression,  which  Matthews  had 
alleged  in  her  suit.  In  what  is 
believed  to  be  the  first  ruling  on  a 
federal  level  to  clearly  state  that 
homosexual  status  alone  is  not  suf¬ 
ficient  grounds  for  military 
discharge,  Magistrate  Hornby  also 
commented  that  a  military  regula¬ 
tion  which  allows  the  discharge  of 
persons  with  “homosexual  pro¬ 
pensity”  is  unconstitutional 
because  it  violates  the  right  to 
freedom  of  expression. 


At  issue  in  the  case  is  a  soldier’s 
right  to  identify  as  gay,  according 
to  Matthews’  attorney  Michael 
Asen.  Last  July,  he  told  GCN  that 
the  military  attorneys  who  ap¬ 
peared  in  court  “even  went  so  far 
as  to  say  on  record  that  homosex¬ 
uals  as  long  as  they  are  totally 
closeted,  can  be  just  as  good 
soldiers  as  heterosexuals.  .  .  . 
We’re  saying  that  they  can’t  throw 
someone  out  simply  because  of 
their  status.” 

Asen  of  the  Maine  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union  said  he  was 
“delighted”  with  the  decision. 
“After  a  long  and  hard  fight, 
Diane  Matthews  has  been  vin¬ 
dicated,”  Asen  said. 

He  noted  that  this  decision  has 
“larger  impact  because  it  tells 
employers  in  the  private  sector,  as 
well  as  the  government,  that  they 
risk  running  afoul  of  First  Amend¬ 
ment  rights  by  excluding  homosex¬ 
uals  for  their  status  alone.” 

Matthews’  suit  was  expedited  by 
an  agreement  between  her  and  the 
Army  attorneys  that  stipulated  the 
case  could  be  decided  by  a  single 
judge,  rather  than  a  panel  of 
District  Court  judges.  The  Army 
has  30  days  in  which  to  file  an  ap¬ 
peal. 

Matthews  has  said  she  is  happy 
with  the  ruling  and  is  anxious  to  be 
back  in  the  Army,  which  she  says 
she  has  always  enjoyed.  She  ex¬ 
pressed  some  concern  about  how 


she’ll  be  perceived  by  her  peers, 
though.  She  told  a  reporter,  “I 
don’t  know  how  others  in  my 
group  will  feel.  I’ll  be  perfectly 
willing  to  talk  about  it.” 

Matthews  has  served  for  seven 
years  in  the  Army  and  intends  to 
serve  another  13  to  qualify  for 
retirement  benefits  after  20  years 
of  service.  The  daughter  and  sister 
of  career  Army  officers,  Matthews 
has  received  many  citations  and 
commendations  for  outstanding 
service,  a  fact  which  came  out  in 
last  year’s  hearings. 

Her  troubles  with  the  Army 
began  when  she  requested  a 
schedule  change  so  that  she  could 
attend  a  meeting  of  a  student  gay 
and  lesbian  organization,  the 
Wilde-Stein  Club  at  the  University 
of  Maine  in  Orono.  Her  com¬ 
manding  officer  asked  why  she 
wanted  to  go  to  the  club’s  meeting 
and  she  told  him  she  was  a  lesbian. 
Shortly  after  her  “disenrollment” 
from  the  ROTC  program,  Mat¬ 
thews  transferred  from  the  Orono 
campus  to  the  Portland  campus, 
where  she  is  presently  a  straight-A 
student. 

At  the  time  of  the  hearings,  her 
father,  Bruce  Matthews,  a  35-year 
Army  veteran,  said  he  supported 
his  daughter’s  challenge  of  the  Ar¬ 
my’s  anti-gay  policy  and  her 
honesty  about  her  lesbianism. 


|  Amazon-Adonis 

5  BOSTON  —  Powerlifters  Arlette  Smith  (top)  and  David  Yalen 
[  (bottom)  put  their  facial  muscles  to  work  in  the  Amazon-Adonis 
:  Powerlifting  Meet  held  here  on  March  25.  Six  men  and  six  women, 
\  all  members  of  the  South  End  Gym  or  the  New  England  Women’s 
:  Gym,  competed  in  this  first-ever  event  sponsored  by  the  South  End 
:  Gym.  George  Hurley  captured  first  place  in  the  men’s  division  with 
:  three  lifts  totalling  870  pounds.  Margaret  Harrington  placed  first 
j  among  the  women  with  three  lifts  totalling  652.5  pounds.  Harrington 
:  and  Lisa  Sprague,  the  second-place  finisher  in  the  women’s  division, 
|  both  qualified  for  the  Drug-Free  Powerlifting  Nationals  to  be  held  in 
|  Indianapolis  next  month. 

Flynn  Gets 
Qualified  Praise 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Members  of  the 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance  expressed  qualified  praise 
for  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn  at  an 
April  3  community  forum  held  to 
assess  the  first  three  months  of  the 
new  city  administration. 

“The  mayor  is  seriously  and 
sincerely  strongly  committed  to 
not  tolerating  discrimination  bas¬ 
ed  on  sexual  orientation  at  city 
hall,”  said  Michael  Colantuono, 
who  chairs  the  Alliance’s  Mayoral 
Appointments  Project.  Colantu¬ 
ono  offered  as  evidence  of  Flynn’s 
commitment  the  appointment  of 
several  open  lesbians  and  gay  men 
to  city  positions:  Anne  Marie 
Silvia,  the  city’s  AIDS  Coor¬ 
dinator;  Vincent  McCarthy,  a 
member  of  Flynn’s  transition 
team;  Don  Babets,  a  coordinator 
in  the  Constituent  Services  Office; 
Sally  Deane,  appointed  by  Health 
and  Hospitals  Commissioner  Lew 
Pollack  to  the  post  of  assistant 
commissioner;  Jay  LaCroix,  direc¬ 
tor  of  special  projects;  and  Arline 
Isaacson,  the  city’s  lobbyist  at  the 
state  house. 

Colantuono  criticized  Flynn, 
however,  for  the  absence  of  les¬ 
bian  participation  in  the  transition 
task  forces,  including  those  deal¬ 
ing  with  women’s  issues  and  the 
Department  of  Health  and 
Hospitals. 

Larry  Kessler,  coordinator  of 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
noted  Flynn’s  statement  of  sup¬ 
port  for  AIDS  task  forces  at  the  ci¬ 
ty  and  state  levels.  Kessler  said  he 
and  others  had  recently  met  with 
the  mayor  to  ask  for  funding  for 
the  screening  and  diagnosis  of 


AIDS.  Flynn  has  not  yet  commit¬ 
ted  himself  on  that  issue,  Kessler 
said. 

Alliance  Steering  Committee 
member  Connie  Apple  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  executive  order  Flynn 
signed  at  the  Alliance’s  annual 
meeting  last  January,  barring 
discrimination  in  municipal  em¬ 
ployment  and  services  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  discrimination.  But,  Ap¬ 
ple  said,  enforcement  and  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  order,  par¬ 
ticularly  at  the  police  department 
and  the  school  committee,  have 
not  been  satisfactory. 

Jim  Roberts,  a  member  of  the 
Alliance’s  Reproductive  Rights 
Committee,  thanked  Flynn  for  re¬ 
fraining  from  proposing  budget 
cuts  affecting  abortion  at  city 
facilities  and  from  taking  a  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  anti-abortion  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  state  constitution  like¬ 
ly  to  appear  as  a  ballot  referendum 
this  November.  But  Roberts  criti¬ 
cized  Flynn  for  his  appearance  at 
an  anti-abortion  rally  last  Jan¬ 
uary,  an  event  at  which  Flynn 
issued  a  citation  to  a  Boston  Col¬ 
lege  professor  in  recognition  of  his 
work  against  abortion. 

In  summing  up,  Alliance  chair¬ 
person  Eric  Rofes  asked  par¬ 
ticipants  to  consider  Flynn’s  “per¬ 
sonal  political  development  over 
the  past  twelve  months,”  and  to 
compare  Flynn’s  performance 
with  that  of  the  previous  admin¬ 
istration  and  city  administrations 
in  other  urban  gay  communities. 
“I  think  we  can  clearly  say  he’s 
gotten  off  on  a  positive  note,” 
Rofes  concluded. 
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Community  Voices 


my  own  shoulders 

Dear  Friends, 

I  found  Michael  Botkin’s  article  “Religious  Il¬ 
lusions,  Atheistic  Spirituality”  (GC/V1/28/84)  a 
well  written,  thought  provoking  piece.  While  I  do 
agree  with  a  few  points,  most  of  the  arguments 
are  not  consistent  with  my  beliefs. 

As  a  Catholic  I  reject  one  atheist  assumption 
that  I  believe  God  runs  my  life.  The  full  credit  for 
successes  and  responsibility  for  failures  rests 
squarely  on  my  shoulders.  Our  freedom  of  choice 
is  not  the  sign  of  a  domineering  God.  S/Hc  is  a 
loving,  caring  Creator  willing  to  trust  our  judge¬ 
ment. 

I  agree  that  spirituality  is  a  perception  that  a 
person  is  more  than  the  sum  of  her  parts.  When 
we  realize  that  our  bodies  are  not  prisons,  but  a 
basis  for  expanding  our  existence  we  are  on  the 
road  to  being  spiritual.  God,  by  any  of  Her/His 
names  has  given  us  the  ability  to  understand  this 
and  build  on  it. 

Religions  are  not  perfect  organizations.  If  you 
define  them  as  the  hierarchy  which  hands  down 
the  rules,  1  agree  (hat  there  is  a  lot  of  room  for  im¬ 
provement.  I  see  my  religion  in  another  light.  We 
are  a  community.  The  Church  lives  for  us  and 
because  of  us.  Together  we  create  a  positive  at¬ 
mosphere  of  caring,  love  and  prayer.  I  cannot  be 
totally  fulfilled  without  the  help  and  support  of 
others.  My  Church  is  one  place  I  receive  this  sup¬ 
port. 

I  do  not  seek  God  out  of  a  feeling  of  loneliness. 
God  is  not  a  parent  in  the  earthly  sense,  but  rather 
a  Creator  who  had  the  wisdom  and  courage  to 
step  back  and  let  us  grow.  I  struggle  to  under¬ 
stand  myself  in  the  context  of  all  other  things.  My 
belief  in  an  entity  which  is  all  knowing  and  loving 
gives  me  the  courage  to  be  myself,  even  in  the  face 
of  adversity.  1 

I  realize  that  my  views  are  not  the  same  as 
everyone  elses.  I  am  glad  we  have  a  forum  like  this 
to  express  them.  I  wish  Michael  all  the  best  and 
thank  him  for  an  article  that  made  me  think. 
Sincerely, 

Roy  J.  Olson, 

Chicago,  1L 


Speak  Your  Mind! 

In  Community  Voices 

,v;  .  ' 


fruits  on  air 

[GCA'  received  a  copy  of  this  letter.) 

Dear  Mr.  Burrill: 

Yesterday,  one  of  your  DJs  used  language  on 
the  air  that  has  left  me  angry  and  disappointed, 
and  unable  to  continue  listening  to  WCOZ  —  my 
loss  as  well  as  yours. 

At  about  1 :44  pm,  an  ad  for  South  American 
grapes  was  played.  When  the  DJ  returned,  he 
said,  “But  if  you  want  fruits,  go  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  there’re  a  lot  of  fruits  there.  I  know,  I’ve 
lived  there.”  The  DJ  was  Tom  Doyle. 

Mr.  Burrill,  do  you  understand  why  this  is  of¬ 
fensive?  Or  are  you  saying,  “Oh,  this  is  another 
letter  from  an  oversensitive  ...”  I  don’t  know 
you,  so  I  have  no  way  of  knowing.  But  if  you 
don’t  understand,  compare  it  to  calling  a  Jew  a 
“hymie,”  or  a  woman  a  “broad,”  or  ,  .  .  . 
Maybe  the  joke  —  if  there  is  a  joke  behind  these 
slurs  —  was  once  meant  to  be  funny,  but  the  in¬ 
tent  now  is  simply  denigration.  And  that  has  no 
place  on  the  air. 

After  hearing  this  remark,  1  called  and  asked  to 
speak  to  the  DJ.  The  guy  on  the  phone  said 
“Why?”  and  I  said  “Because  he  just  used  an  of¬ 
fensive  word.”  The  man’s  response  was 
“Fruit?”,  which  surprised  me  because  it  showed 
that  he  knew  it  was  offensive.  I  told  him  that  yes, 
that  was  the  word  I  meant,  but  he  disagreed  and 
said  it  wasn’t  offensive. 

At  this  point  I  asked  who  the  DJ  was  and  he 
said  “Tom  Doyle.”  I  asked  to  speak  to  him  and 
he  said  “You’re  speaking  to  him.”  1  again 
pointed  out  how  offensive  the  remark  was,  com¬ 
paring  it  to  Jesse  Jackson’s  use  of  the  term 
“hymie.” 

To  this  Mr.  Doyle  had  the  audacity  to  respond 
“What  do  you  think  I  mean?  How  do  you  know 
who  1  was  talking  about?  It’s  all  in  the  eye  of  the 
beholder.”  What  insulting  crap!  First  insult 
someone,  then  say  it’s  all  in  their  head! 

I  object  very  strongly  to  this  nonsense  and 
would  like  to  know  what  steps  you  will  take  to  see 
that  COZ  listeners  don’t  hear  this  kind  of  thing 
again.  I’d  like  to  ask  that  you  make  sure  that  Mr. 
Doyle  in  particular  understands  that  this  is  unac¬ 
ceptable  behavior. 

Thank  you, 

Jonathan  Handel 
Cambridge,  MA 

PS:  I  have  taken  the  unaccustomed  step  of  for¬ 
warding  this  letter  to  the  FCC  and  a  number  of 
gay  media,  essentially  because  of  Mr.  Doyle’s  ar¬ 
rogant  attitude  concerning  this  matter. 


march  and  spit 

Dear  GCA, 

Many  times  I’ve  written  to  express  an  opinion, 
complain,  or  just  plain  cry  on  a  shoulder.  But 
after  almost  3  years  of  receiving  GCA,  free,  I  sud¬ 
denly  realized  something  I  do  very  little  of.  I 
haven’t  expressed  how  much  I  love  and  ap¬ 
preciate  GCA. 

I  could  say  a  lot.  But  mostly  I  want  to  express 
that  GCA  has  done  more  to  get  me  thru  this  than 
any  “therapy”  1  could  have  received  here.  And 
rather  than  go  thru  all  types  of  flowery  words,  I 
just  want  to  say,  THANK  YOU! 

Even  though  we  are  1500  miles  apart  you  have 
cared,  kept  me  connected,  amused  and  feeling 
like  I  belong.  Few,  if  any,  gay  papers  let  us 
prisoners  be  visible  at  all. 

One  comment  on  the  1/21/84  Dan  White  issue: 
Our  entire  ward  sat  and  watched  the  release  of 
White,  a  small  miracle  in  itself.  Normally  we 
can’t  agree  on  what  show  to  watch,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  getting  everyone  together  for  a  news  special. 

And  believe  it  or  not  there  was  cheering.  Not 
for  While,  but  for  the  gays.  We  normally  would 
be  under  attack  but  not  that  nite.  There  were  even 
comments  like:  “I  wish  I  could  be  out  there  with 
the  queers.  I’d  march  and  spit  in  his  face 
(White)”  Not  the  best  testimony,  they  were  angry 
that  all  of  us  have  sentences  of  “one-day-to-life” 
[waiting  for  some  psychiatrist  to  say  we’re 
“well”),  one  man  for  making  obscene  phone 
calls!  And  While  gels  away  with  a  few  years! 

Goes  to  show  you  gays  and  straights  can  be 
together  on  issues  even  in  here. 

Love, 

A  Prisoner 

(Name  withheld  by  request) 


WWmm 


Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
full-time  Features  Editor.  Respon¬ 
sibilities  include  editing  features  section, 
monthly  book  supplements,  several  ad¬ 
ditional  supplements,  weekly  calendar 
(in  collaboration  with  Calendar  Editor). 
Knowledge  of  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  important;  editing  and  writing 
skills  essential;  previous  journalism  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Commitment  to 
feminism  and  social  change  and  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  work  in  a  collective  setting. 
People  of  color  especially  encouraged  to 
apply.  $  150/week,  three  weeks  paid 
vacation,  health  insurance.  Send  ap¬ 
plications  by  April  30  to  Cindy  Patton, 
GCN,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111,  or  call  (617) 
426-4469  for  more  information. 


bad  business 

Dear  Editor: 

As  a  member  of  the  community,  I  have  always 
tried  to  keep  abreast  of  the  happenings  within  our 
community  and  to  be  supportive.  In  that  vein,  1 
have  been  particularly  responsive  to  those  gay 
businesses  that  advertise  in  GCA. 

Recently,  I  purchased  some  home  video  equip¬ 
ment  with  the  idea  of  enjoying  entertainment  at 
home.  In  looking  around  for  businesses  that 
rented  home  video  entertainment,  I  obviously 
looked  to  those  gay-owned  establishments  that 
advertised  in  GCA. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  just  because  a  firm  is  gay- 
owned  and  advertises  in  a  gay  newspaper,  one 
cannot  expect  courteous  and  responsible  treat¬ 
ment  from  them. 

Recently,  I  was  accused  by  such  a  store  of 
returning  damaged  film.  I  maintain  that  this  is 
not  the  case.  Not  only  do  I  take  exception  to  that 
accusation,  but  I  most  especially  object,  and 
strongly,  to  the  way  in  which  I  was  treated. 

The  proprietor  of  the  store  was  rude,  insulting 
and  accusative.  I  would  not  accept  that  kind  of 
unprofessional  treatment  from  some  redneck, 
non-gay,  right-wing  individual,  and  here  I  am  the 
subject  of  that  kind  of  treatment  from  a  fellow 
member  of  the  community. 

This  is  not  only  disappointing,  but  it  certainly 
argues  for  the  concept  that  gay  customers  are  not 
a  captive  market  who  can  be  treated  or  mistreated 
at  the  whim  of  some  merchant.  1  would  encourage 
gay  customers  to  expect  courteous  and  profes¬ 
sional  treatment  from  every  business  owner  — 
regardless  of  her/his  affectional  orientation. 

While  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  write  this  letter 
about  a  fellow  member  of  the  community,  I 
would  feel  remiss  in  my  duty  were  I  not  to  point 
out  that  we  all  need  to  treat  each  other  with 
respect. 

Sincerely, 

William  F.  Orrell 
Cambridge,  MA 

good  press 

Dear  Editors — 

I  wanted  to  thank  you  for  your  excellent  and 
consistent  coverage  of  the  Merle  Woo  free  speech 
case.  Merle  won  her  case  and  returns  to  work  at 
UC  Berkeley  because  she  had  a  good  legal  case, 
and  because  she  received  so  much  public  support. 
She  could  not  have  received  that  support  without 
the  willingness  of  the  press  to  print  the  issues  and 
truth  of  the  case.  We  could  always  count  on  GCA 
to  do  that. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Sincerely, 

Karen  Brodine 
Coordinator 

Merle  Woo  Defense  Committee 
San  Francisco,  CA 


missing  word 

Hi  Again! 

I  suspect  when  typeset  one  word  was  omitted 
from  the  first  sentence  of  the  third  paragraph  in 
Sarah  Schulman’s  “Views  from  the  Inside:  Latin 
America  Gay  Life”  (March  17  issue)  and  there¬ 
fore  says  the  exact  opposite  of  what  I  did  say. 

In  the  course  of  our  discussion  I  contrasted 
how  in  Mexico  the  women’s  (feminist)  and  the  les- 
bian/gay  movements  grew  together  and  compli¬ 
mented  each  other,  as  in  many  countries,  but  is 
not  the  case  in  Cuba  where  feminism  \fi  viewed 
suspiciously  and  the  women’s  movement  does  not 
make  the  connection  between  anti-gay/lesbian 
bigotry  and  their  own  oppression. 

The  sentence  therefore  should  have  read 
“feminist  consciousness  in  Cuba  doesn’t  see 
fighting  homophobia  as  part  of  the  Communist 
struggle.” 

Thank  you. 

Vincenzo  Remos 

fighting  the  system 

Dear  GCA, 

1  have  some  news  that  may  help  prisoners, 
especially  gay  prisoners.  Yesterday  in  Eastern 
District  Court,  Raleigh  NC  [Cerhoney  v.  Rice  et 
al],  the  jury  said  strip  searches  were  necessary  but 
not  in  front  of  other  prisoners,  which  they  said  is 
cruel  and  unusual  punishment.  This  forbids  law 
officials  from  humiliating  prisoners  by  stripping 
them  in  front  of  everyone. 

By  filing  and  winning  these  kinds  of  suits 
maybe  we  can  stop  (slow  down)  some  of  the 
harassment  gays  have  to  face  from  prison  of¬ 
ficials. 

When  I  get  out  of  here  I  want  to  start  a  group  to 
help  gay  prisoners.  I’ve  written  groups  asking  for 
help  and  they  say  no  and  then  2  or  3  weeks  later  I 
get  a  letter  asking  for  money  from  me!  It  makes 
me  very  mad.  What  they  don’t  understand  is  that 
if  they  would  help  maybe  they’d  get  some;  not 
much,  but  some.  Anyways  I’d  like  to  get  in  the 
fight  for  gay  rights. 

I’m  suing  in  federal  court  for  a  permanent  in¬ 
junction  to  stop  all  the  threats  and  punishments 
that  are  used  in  retaliation  against  us  when  we 
fight  them  legally  in  the  courts.  (They  put  us  in 
the  hole  [isolation]  or  force  us  to  have  sex  against 
our  will  with  someone  we  don’t  want  to.)  It’s  a 
very  hard  life  for  someone  who  is  passive. 

If  you  want  more  information  please  feel  free 
to  write. 

Stay  sweet  and  strong, 

Charley  Burke, 

'  Troy,  NC 

our  worst  enemies 

Dear  Editor, 

This  letter  is  prompted  by  your  article  “The 
Best  Little  Censor  in  Boston”  (GCA  March  3). 
The  ramifications  of  the  article  are,  at  best  .  .  . 
distressing.  They  are  distressing  on  a  personal 
level  (i.e.  the  people  involved);  they  are  distres¬ 
sing  on  a  community  level;  and  they  are  distres¬ 
sing  in  terms  of  trying  to  integrate  our  community 
with  the  rest  of  society. 

While  Ms.  Anzalone  was  the  city  licensing  com¬ 
missioner,  she  took  exception  publicly  when  it 
was  learned  that  gay  men  were  having  sex  in  the 
lobby  of  the  Pilgrim  Theatre.  Within  that  juris¬ 
diction  as  licensing  commissioner,  she  had  every 
right  to  make  assessments  and  take  action  against 
any  establishment  that  did  not  abide  by  the  city 
code  concerning  public  behavior. 

These  actions  were  perceived  by  many  to  be 
anti-gay.  I,  for  one,  did  not  perceive  them  that 
way.  I  felt  embarrassed  that  a  segment  of  our 
community  had  faltered  in  a  way  that  is  offensive 
to  the  public,  both  gay  and  straight \ 

This  same  Ms.  Anzalone,  when  asked  by  Elaine 
Noble  to  preside  over  the  MGPC  auction,  saw  a 
good  cause,  and  graciously  accepted.  We 
responded  by  humiliating  her,  and  a  member  of 
our  own  community. 

These  actions  triggered  an  article  in  the  Boston 
Sunday  Herald  (March  4)  “Ignoble  Antics  as  An¬ 
zalone  Auctioneers”  which  further  discredited 
both  Ms.  Anzalone  and  Ms.  Noble. 

As  I  am  writing,  more  questions  come  into  my 
mind  than  opinions.  For  example,  I  am  wonder¬ 
ing  how  many  other  people  will  come  forward 
and  help  us  raise  money  for  laws  against  dis¬ 
crimination.  I  am  wondering  when  we  will  stop 
undermining  the  great  strides  that  the  MGPC  and 
other  organizations  have  worked  so  hard  for.  1 
am  wondering  how  credible  we  can  be  as  a  group 
of  people  when  we  can’t  “come  out”  and  recog¬ 
nize  our  own  flaws  —  but  most  of  all,  I  wonder, 
when  will  we  stop  being  our  own  worst  enemies? 
name  withheld 
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taxes 


‘sane’  and  ‘just’? 


Dear  GCN  readers. 

With  this  letter  we  are  making  public  our  pro¬ 
test  against  the  use  of  our  federal  taxes  for  the 
dangerous  and  wasteful  military  practices  that 
characterize  U.S.  “defense”  policy.  61  c  of  every 
federal  tax  dollar  pays  for  current  and  past  mili¬ 
tary  spending.  As  feminists  we  will  not  continue 
to  pay  for  U.S.  intervention  in  Central  America, 
for  abortive  "peacekeeping”  actions  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  or  for  doomsday  preparations  using 
nuclear  weapons. 

Our  resistance  to  the  criminal  misuse  of  our 
taxes  takes  different  forms.  Some  of  us  are  al¬ 
ready  resisting  by  refusing  to  pay  war  taxes.  Oth¬ 
ers  are  planning  future  refusals.  And  all  of  us  sup¬ 
port  the  growing  number  of  war  tax  resisters  here 
in  New  England  and  around  the  country. 

We  realize  that  militarism  is  deeply  rooted  in 
our  culture,  destroying  chances  for  all  of  us  to 
lead  safe,  full  lives.  There  is  little  hope  for  a 
future  of  peace  and  justice  unless  we  act.  Women 
have  been  doing  that,  all  over  the  world,  staging 
peace  camps,  demonstrations  and  many  other 
creative  forms  of  protest. 

April  1 5  —  Tax  Day  —  reminds  us  of  how  U.S. 
military  intervention  around  the  globe  is  paid  for . 
Individuals  like  us,  mostly  of  moderate  means, 
carry  this  financial  burden,  not  the  great  corpora- 
tionsw  the  men  who  make  these  decisions  on  our 
behalf  and  against  our  will. 

We  invite  all  women  to  join  us  by  including  a 
letter  of  protest  with  your  1983  federal  tax  return 
or  by  attending  the  Tax  Day  protest  at  Govern¬ 
ment  Center,  April  1 3  at  noon.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation  about  war  tax  resistance,  contact: 

Feminists  Against  War  Taxes 
c/o  Boston  Women’s  Pentagon  Ac¬ 
tion 

The  Women’s  Center 
46  Pleasant  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 


In  Sisterhood, 
Allston 

Linda  Bartolucci 
Heidi  Davis 
Vikki  Dow 
Gail  Kolin 
Sandy  Martin 
Felice  Shays 
Brighton 

Mary  Beth  Kadler 
Brookline 
I  aura  Street 


Cambridge 
Nancy  Alech 
Pamela  Chamberlain 
Julie  Ogletree 
Barbara  Schulman 
Jamaica  Plain 
Cynthia  A.  Foster 
Juliane  Dow 
Newton 

Suzzette  Bernard 
Somerville 
Lois  Hayes 
Ellie  Rosenberg 


multi-issue 

Dear  Editor: 

The  article,  “Electoral  Politics:  Realistic 
Change  or  Fatalistic  Compromise,”  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  Gay  Community  News  on  March  10, 
1984,  was  both  enlightening  and  distressing.  It 
was  enlightening  when  stating:  “We  do  change 
things  .'.  .  when  we  stand  by  each  other  against  a 
system  that  usurps  our  right  to  speak  for  our¬ 
selves  or  permits  us  to  join,  but  only  by  its  rules.” 
Yet,  the  article  was  distressingly  inaccurate  and 
inadequate  in  its  portrayal  of  Sonia  Johnson’s 
presidential  campaign  with  the  Citizens  Party  as 
“limited  in  it  message.” 

While  many  may  presume  that  Johnson,  as  a 
feminist  candidate,  runs  on  a  single  issue  plat¬ 
form,  nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth. 
Feminism  is  not  a  single  issue;  it  is  far  more  than 
equal  pay  for  comparable  work,  or  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment,  or  reproductive  rights  for 
women.  As  significant  and  important  as  these 
are,  they  are  only  a  small  part  of  the  larger  world¬ 
view  of  feminism.  Johnson’s  campaign,  in  full 
support  of  the  feminist  issues  mentioned  above, 
goes  much  futher;  it  provides  a  feminist  analysis 
of  all  issues  —  foreign  policy,  peace,  civil  rights, 
the  environment,  education  —  to  name  a  few. 
Feminism  is  a  frame  of  reference  through  which 
to  view  the  world,  providing  new  and  empower¬ 
ing  analyses  and  processes  for  personal  and  social 
transformation. 

Under  feminist  anlaysis  we  find  that  the  current 
political  syustem,  along  with  virtually  every  other 
institution  in  our  society,  is  mire  in  the  patriarchal 
mentality  of  “might  makes  right.”  This  is  a  mind¬ 
set  of  oppression  and  exploitation,  modeled  on 
the  domination  of  women  by  men.  The  patriar¬ 
chal  mentality,  when  acted  out,  runs  on  a  con¬ 
tinuum  from  rape  in  our  homes  and  home  towns, 
to  economic  and  military  intervention  overseas, 
to  global  nuclear  annihilation.  It  is  this  psycho¬ 
social  disease  of  oppression  that  feminism  seeks 
to  erradicate  and  replace  with  a  totally  new  world¬ 
view,  with  non-oppressive  ways  of  thinking  and 
acting. 

Sonia  Johnson,  feminist  presidential  candidate 
for  the  Citizens  Party,  is  a  spokesperson  for  this 
new  world-view,  calling  upon  us  to  transform  our 
political,  social,  and  economic  institutions,  to 
transforming  our  very  ways  of  thinking  and  ac¬ 
ting  to  ways  that  do  not  oppress  and  exploit.  Far 
from  being  “limited  in  its  message,”  Johnson’s 
campaign  offers  what  no  other  campaign  can 
rightfully  boast  —  a  philosophical  web  woven 
throughout,  understanding  the  connectedness  of 
all  issues  and  offering  a  radical  process  for 
transforming  the  planet. 

Sincerely, 

Julie  Ainslie 
Press  Secretary 
Arlington,  VA 


Dear  GCN: 

Items  from  recent  issues  have  brought  com¬ 
ment  here  so  I’d  like  to  pass  them  along.  The  arti¬ 
cle  on  gay/lesbian/bisexual  cartoonists  (3/3)  was 
good  and  needed.  Women  cartoonists  have  for 
over  a  dozen  years  put  out  superb  material  which 
was  scorned  by  Ms.  magazine  and  Correct 
Feminists,  but  they  rasied  issues  that  are  just  now 
getting  serious  (including  humorless)  political  at¬ 
tention.  Gay  atheist  cartoonist  Joe  Kirby  should 
have  been  mentioned  for  his  many  cartoons,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  GALA  Review  and  his  book,  The  First 
Book  of  Atheist  Humor  (available  from  Box  242, 
Mullica  Hill,  NJ  08062/S9).  We  are  kept  up  on 
the  latest  adventures  of  Dignity,  Integrity,  Am 
Tikva  and  other  god-grovellers  but  gay  atheism, 
especially  in  its  humor,  gets  neglected. 

GCN  has  been  paying  some  attention,  as  it 
should,  to  the  anti-psychiatric  movement.  Cen¬ 
tered  on  the  abuse  of  “patients”  accused  of 
“mental  illness,”  the  movement  has  acknowledg¬ 
ed  the  psychiatric  oppression  of  women  as  a  ma¬ 
jor  issued  but  has  done  less  on  the  “treatment”  of 
lesbians  and  gays;  thus  far,  they  totally  refuse  to 
recognize  pedophiles  as  victims  of  psychological 
assault.  Two  GCN  news  items  (3/3)  were  in  inter¬ 
esting  sequence:  one  on  the  “shrink  protest” 
scheduled  for  the  May  APA  meetings  was  follow¬ 
ed  by  an  item  on  the  court-ordered  “treatment” 
of  an  Upjohn  family  member  by  that  company’s 
own  depo-provera  because  of  his  conviction  of 
“sexual  abuse.”  Firstly,  there  may  or  may  not 
have  been  “abuse”;  we  simply  cannot  tell  from 
news  stories  what  happens  in  child/adult  sexual 
relations.  Secondly,  the  item  was  headlined, 
“poetic  justice?”  In  no  case  should  court-ordered 
drug  “treatment”  be  considered  “justice,”  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  charge  or  actual  guilt. 

In  that  same  line,  we  recalled  GCN's  headline 
of  book  reviews  on  man-boy  “love”  (12/83)  by 
Mark  McHarry  and  Roger  Moody,  labelling  them 
“Two  Sane  Perspectives.”  The  inadequacies  of 
the  reviews  are  being  discussed  elsewhere  (Mark, 
for  example,  completely  ignored  the  abuse  of  the 
research),  but  we  were  left  to  ask,  what  are  the 
“insane”  perspectives?  Use  of  these  words  only 
continues  to  reinforce  the  power  classifications  of 
the  psychs,  and  of  all  groups,  gays  and  lesbians 
should  know  full  well  the  history  of  “sanity”  and 
what  these  labels  mean  and  do  to  people.  We  were 
all  sorry  to  see  that  neither  Mark  nor  Roger  pro¬ 
tested  that  designation  of  their  writing. 

And  while  we  have  now  many  discussion  of 
man-boy  “love,”  and  articles  such  as  Lisa  Orlan¬ 
do’s  good  piece  on  bisexuality  (2/25)  include  the 
phrase  in  lists  of  outcasts,  the  lesbian  and  gay 
•press  still  needs  to  acknowledge  the  existence  and 
value  of  woman-girl  “love”  —  korephiles,  bisex¬ 
ual  women,  and  heterosexual  women  who  do  or 
can  have  sensual  relations  with  girls.  We  continue 
to  remind  people  of  their  presence  and  pos¬ 
sibilities,  and  we  urge  supportive  space  for  their 
own  expression  as  well  as  for  that  of  their  younger 
partners. 

This  problem  of  space  and  recognition  is 
related  to  what  Cindy  Patton  spoke  of  (2/24) 
regarding  difficulties  getting  writings  on/by  les¬ 
bians  and  gays:  “access  is  still  jeapordized  by 
book  banning  . . .  capriciously  enforced  obscenity 
laws  .  .  .  and  regulations  sbout  ‘safety’  in 
prisons.”  “Safety”  was  in  fact  one  of  the  words 
used  by  Gay  Community  News  in  accounting  for 
your  censorship  and  ultimate  refusal  of  an  ad 
from  the  Austin  Pedophile  Study  Group. 
Statements  about  the  external  threat  from  the 
Right,  however  accurate,  somehow  cloud  the 
ways  liberal  publications  become  collaborators, 
willingly  or  unwillingly,  of  such  mentaliities  and 
their  consequences.  We  continue  to  understand 
your  position  but  wish  a  more  collective  recogni¬ 
tion  of  how  close  at  home  such  acts  are. 

Finally,  1  have  a  late  letter  from  “Paola,”  the 
Greek  gay  anarchist  transvestite  prostitute  who  is 
being  prosecuted  by  the  Socialist  government 
there.  He  indicates  there  is  to  be  yet  another  trial 
on  charges  they  refuse  to  disclose  to  him,  and  the 
publication  of  the  energetic  tabloid,  Kraximo  has 
ceased  because  of  the  drain  on  his  finances  and 
energy.  I  too  urge  letters  to  the  Greek  embassy 
here  and  to  the  two  ministries  of  Justice  and  of 
Youth  at  the  addresses  given  in  Yanni  Vassilas’ 
March  3  article  in  GCN. 

David  Sonenschein, 

with  comments  by  the  Austin  Pedophile  Study- 
Group  Howard  Nichols  Soceity 
Austin,  TX 


spirit  of  unity 

To  the  Community: 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Liaison  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  after  careful  review  of  the  candidates,  has 
submitted  our  recommendations  to  Mayor  Ray¬ 
mond  Flynn. 

We  believe  whoever  is  chosen  by  Mayor  Flynn 
will  bring  dedication  and  skill  to  the  job. 

The  Committee  also  strongly  believes  the  com¬ 
munity  has  a  job,  too  —  to  assist  and  support  the 
liaison  by  bringing  ideas  and  concerns  to  her/his 
attention  and  to  do  so  with  a  spirit  of  cooperation 
and  unity. 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Liaison  Search  Committee 
Bob  Andrews 

Siong-Huat  Chau  Jalna  Perry 

Jay  LaCroix  Helaine  Simmonds 

Ed  DeMers  Roberta  Stone 

Holly  Ladd  Patrick  Thomas 

Armando  Martinez  Boston,  MA 


last  acceptable 
bigotry 

/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter.! 

Station  Manager 
WBAI-FM 
Pacifica  Radio 
505  Eighth  Avenue 
New  York,  NY  10018 

To  the  Station  Manager: 

WBA1  has  once  again  asked  me  to  renew  my 
subscription  to  the  station.  I  have  thought  about 
it  hard  and  seriously  and  have  decided  that  1  must 
engage  in  a  personal  boycott  by  withholding 
financial  support.  I  know  my  action  won’t 
amount  to  much,  WBAI  will  bungle  on  somehow 
as  it  always  has,  but  at  least  my  conscience  will  be 
clear.  I  feel  1  owe  it  to  you  to  tell  you  why  1  am 
withholding  money  from  the  station;  it’s  not  just 
aimed  at  the  humorless  Marxist-Leninists  who,  as 
a  faggot,  would  gladly  stick  me,  and  others  like 
me,  in  a  re-education  camp  if  they  ever  come  to 
power— as  Castro  did  the  faggots  and  dykes  of 
Cuba — but  it  is  also  aimed  at  one  who,  paradox¬ 
ically,  when  it  comes  to  this  “last  acceptable 
bigotry,”  is  in  the  same  boat  as  the  Marxist- 
Leninists:  I  mean  Larry  Josephson.  Regardless  of 
his  defense  of  it — and  the  support  he  receives  on 
the  air  from  certain  of  both  his  liberal  and  conser¬ 
vative  listeners— his  homophobia,  because  it  is 
broadcast  and  therefore  public,  is  no  different 
from  shouting  fire  in  a  crowded  theater.  It  en¬ 
dangers  my  life.  Not  only  on  the  public  streets  but 
in  the  privacy  of  my  home  as  well.  The  fears  he 
has  expressed  so  many  times  in  his  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  program  of  Bourgeois  Liberation  of  muggers 
in  the  streets  and  subways  of  New  York — with  all 
its  racist  overtones — is  really  no  different  from 
my  very  real  fear  of  fagbashers  on  those  same 
streets,  whose  attacks  1  have  experienced.  His 
bigoted  remarks  make  him  a  mugger  no  different 
from  those  muggers  he  himself  fears.  What  he 
does  is  no  different  from  what  they  do,  except  he 
attacks  from  the  relative  safety  of  a  broadcasting 
studio.  His  homophobia,  like  all  homophobia, 
endangers  my  life  in  the  very  real  possibility  of  at¬ 
tacks,  both  verbal  and  physical,  for  the 
homophobic  assaults  that  Larry  Josephson  has 
been  verbalizing  for  a  long  time  now  are  no  dif¬ 
ferent  from  physical  assaults  and  help  to  maintain 
an  attitude  and  climate  of  violence  against  me  and 
all  gay  people.  As  another  has  said:  Sticks  and 
stones  will  break  my  bones — and  words  will  too. 
By  his  words  he  perpetuates  and  perpetrates 
violence  against  me  wherever  I  go,  against  all  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  people  wherever  we  go,  as  a  racist 
does  against  all  people  of  color,  as  an  anti-Semite 
does  against  all  Jews;  in  his  attitude  towards 
women,  the  root  of  it  all,  he  perpetuates  and 
perpetrates  dangers  and  restrictions  against  them 
too. 

None  of  this  is  any  different  from  good  old 
American  Jew-hating,  flag-waving  and  Bible- 
thumping  anti-Semites  who  wouldn’t  mind  at  all 
seeing  Jews  back  in  the  oven.  The  sadness  of  this 


ts  that  Larry  Josephson,  as  Jew,  should  know  bet¬ 
ter.  All  homophobic  Jews  should  know  better. 
But  they  don’t.  When  Hitler  first  started  round¬ 
ing  up  the  faggots  and  then  the  Jews,  they  all  died 
together;  he  didn’t  make  any  distinctions  on  that 
score. 

It  rankles  me  that  my  life  must  be  endangered 
and  diminished,  as  women’s  are,  so  some  straight 
white  male  can  feel  “good”  about  himself,  at  the 
expense  of  my  life  and  the  lives  of  others  who  live 
as  I  do. 

I  guess  the  hardest  thing  for  any  of  us  to  do  is  to 
change,  especially  our  attitudes.  I  know  that  has 
been  true  for  me.  I  know  over  the  years,  a  slow 
process,  1  have  had  to  change  my  attitudes  to  heal 
all  those  old  bigotries  in  myself  I  learned  as  a 
child,  changed  them  in  order  to  survive  and  go  on 
to  finally  be  able  to  live  with  myself,  to  beat  home 
in  my  own  skin,  the  way  people  around  me,  the 
way  society  never  taught  me  to. 

Larry  Josephson’s  support  for  research  and 
treatment  for  people  with  AIDS,  as  he  announced 
recently,  as  Cardinal  Cooke  did  too  before  he 
died,  is  commendable,  but  1  would  want  him,  as  I 
would  have  wanted  with  Cooke,  to  express  care 
for  me  and  all  others  like  me  in  my  health  and 
happiness  as  well  as  in  any  illness. 

I  wish  Larry  Josephson  wouldn’t  be  so  afraid 
to  open  his  heart  and  mind  just  a  little  to  begin 
that  journey  of  self-renewal  we  must  all  come  to. 

I  know  that’s  something  nobody  can  do  for  any 
of  us,  and  I  know  I’ve  got  enough  to  do  to  change 
myself  and  I  understand  how  hard  that  is.  Larry 
Josephson  is  like  many  another  who,  bright  as  he 
is,  has  believed  all  the  myths  (read,  lies),  par¬ 
ticularly  about  women  (out  of  whose  flesh  we  are 
made),  and  what  bigshots  men  are  supposed  to 
be;  is  like  something  that  knows  it’s  imperiled  and 
is  about  to  become  extinct  and  won’t  or  can’t  do 
anything  to  change  and  is  frightened  and  angry. 

I  guess  what  1  feel  for  him  is  sorry,  and  I  sup¬ 
pose,  as  someone  once  said,  feeling  sorry  for 
somebody  is  just  about  the  worst  feeling  you  can 
have.  I  wish  this  wasn’t  so,  but  there  you  have  it: 
These  are  my  personal  reasons  for  not  renewing 
my  subscription  to  WBAI,  but  since  1  realize  all 
things,  for  today  anyhow,  are  subject  to  change 
— myself,  WBAI,  maybe  even,  who  knows? 
Larry  Josephson  himself — I  may  change  my  mind 
another  day. 

I’m  not  asking  that  WBAI  or  you,  as  station 
manager,  take  Larry  Josephson  off  the  air,  or 
censor  him  in  any  way — I  think  it's  always  better 
to  keep  your  enemies  aboveground  where  you  can 
keep  an  eye  on  them.  I  only  wanted  you  to  know 
that  1  felt  I  owed  it  to  you  to  tell  you  why  I  don’t 
want  to  support  a  station  that  has  given  me  so 
much — and  I  include  much  of  Larry  Josephson’s 
incisive  intelligence,  perception  and  wit  in 
that — but  which  I  can’t  in  good  conscience,  sup¬ 
port  again  right  now. 

Sincerely, 

Michael  Rumaker 
South  Nyack,  NY 


AIDS  Resource  List 


AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  267-7573 
Education  and  support  group  for  people  with 
AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides  speakers, 
conducts  forums,  rap  groups,  hospice- 
trained  volunteers,  hotline  information  and 
referrals.  Associated  with  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  befriending  about  AIDS. 
Trained  volunteers. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Committee 
(267-7573)  or  (725-4849) 

Joint  subcommittee  of  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fundraisers,  monitor  pro¬ 
cess  and  review  results.  All  groups  of  in¬ 
dividuals  planning  AIDS  fundraisers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the 
subcommittee. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  (424-5916) 

The  Community  Infectious  Disease 
Epidemiology  Program  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer 
questions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 
lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on  AIDS 
cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(267-7573) 

Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  A  gay  sen¬ 
sitive  health  care  facility.  Participates  in 
research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

600  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 
(542-5118) 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  6:00  pm  to  mid¬ 
night,  M-F  (426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  refer¬ 
rals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  —  117  Harvard  Street,  Dorchester, 
MA  02124  (436-2808) 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support  and 
emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with  AIDS 
and  their  families. 

Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  Room  608, 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
(725-4849) 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and  city 
health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media  outlet. 
Conducts  forums  and  provides  speakers, 
distributes  AIDS  brochures,  referrals. 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline 
( 1-800-221-7044 ) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Omega  Hospice  and  Bereavement  Program 

270  Washington  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143  (776-6369) 

Ongoing  free  support  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  dealing  with  life-threatening  illness. 
Springfield  Downtown  Ministry  /Council  of 
Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402  (737-4125) 
Counseling  and  referrals. 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
Maintains  a  statewide  surveillance  system  on 
AIDS  cases  and  close  contact  with  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control.  Does  follow-up 
of  diagnosed  cases,  makes  referrals,  provides 
information  on  AIDS. 
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AWESOME! 


Road  &  Track: 

"If  you  liked  the  280  ZX  you'll  love 
the  300!" 

Car  &  Driver: 

“Fast  and  furious.  The  fastest 
Z  ever!” 

You  have  to  drive  it  to  believe  it. 

At  the  Z  Place  we  always  have  Z's 
in  stock.  Come  in  for  a  test  drive. 

Buy  one  or  lease  one  ...  but  drive 
your  own  Z. 


DATSUN 

THE  2ZZZZ  PLACE 

1180  Washington  Street 
From  the  Mass  Pike  take  exit  17E 
(going  towards  Boston) 
or  16W  (away  from  Boston) 
then  curl  back  onto 
Washington  Street 
Telephone  332-7800 


DIRECT 

SERVICE 

PROVIDERS 

Entry-Level 

The  Fernald  School  seeks 
Mental  Retardation  Assistants 
to  provide  direct  care  for 
mentally  retarded  adults.  From 
providing  personal  care  to  tu¬ 
toring  our  residents,  these 
full-  or  part-time  positions  are 
an  ideal  way  to  learn  more 
about  a  career  in  human 
services. 

We  offer  a  starting  salary  of 
$1 1,800  (above  average  for 
entry-level),  with  an  excellent 
benefit  package.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  our  Recruit¬ 
ment  Office  at  (617)  894-3600, 
or  write  to:  Walter  E.  Fernald 
State  School,  200  Trapelo 
Road,  Waltham,  MA  02154. 
AN  AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION/ 
EQUALOPPORTUNITY  EM¬ 
PLOYER  M/F/H. 

11,1  FERNALD 

SCHOOL 

we're  making 
a  real  difference... 


wyM'V**w*t^..v.v.-.v.p>.vW,vk\<<v.v.v.,wwA*.v.,.w.wAv.'.v/ 

Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-]Ylidnigh(,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


tile 


CARPET 


J  &  D  FLOORING  CO. 

SALES  —  INSTALLATIONS 


LINOLEUM 


(617)  825-5340 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 


D.M.D 


739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

NO.  STATION 

CINEMA  2  •  227-0513 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

“BLUE  HANKY  LUST” 
“NIGHT  BEAT” 
AND 

‘‘BOX  ENCOUNTER” 


*>ston'S  Best  *«  *ale  $h  o*'- 


Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 


FOREX 


JJ  A\l C I  Weekdays  9-6 

EbImi  Saturday  10-2:30 


ALL  AIRLINES  •  AMTRAK  •  HOTELS  • 
LOWEST  PRICES  •  NO  SERVICE  CHARGE 


SERVING  THE  BOSTON  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1964 

ALL  AIRLINES  LOWEST  PRICES  NO  SERVICE  CHG 


Boston’s  Friendliest  end  Economy  Minded  Agency 


PRINTING 

Typesetting 

Resumes 
Flyers 
Posters 
Brochures 
Invitations 
Stationary 

Copy  Cellar  •  Copy  Cellar  •  Copy  Cellar 
55  Broad  St.,  Boston  (617)  542-8280 


Baths 

Continued  from  page  I 
movement.  If  we  allow  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  close  places,  it  would  be 
catastrophic.” 

Britt  disagrees,  saying,  “This  is 
not  a  homophobic  assault  on  in¬ 
stitutions.  .  .  .  This  is  a  public 
health  emergency  and  officials 
have  to  be  free  to  take  whatever 
steps  to  save  lives.  Nobody  knows 
for  sure,  but  I  think  it  is  common 
sense  and  medical  evidence  says 
there  will  be  a  reduction  in  the  type 
of  sex  which  contributes  to  the 
spread  of  AIDS.” 

Britt  added  that  he  does  not  yet 
have  a  sense  of  how  the  entire 
community  will  line  up  on  this 
issue. 

The  National  Gay  Task  Force 
(NGTF)  has  issued  an  official 
statement  in  response  to  events  in 
San  Francisco,  saying  in  part: 
“.  .  .NGTF  feels  most  strongly 
that  personal  behavior  should  not 
be  regulated  by  the  state  which 
historically  has  been  an  instrument 
of  our  oppression.  Furthermore, 
state  closure  of  such  establish¬ 
ments  would  be  a  largely  symbolic 
gesture  that  would  provide  a  false 
sense  of  security  that  the  AIDS 
epidemic  had  somehow  been  con¬ 
tained.  .  .  .” 


Britt  told  GCN  that  he  has  no 
qualms  about  whether  such  a 
closure  could  be  considered  an 
erosion  of  gay  civil  rights.  “To  see 
something  that  must  be  done  to 
save  thousands  of  gay  lives  as 
something  to  be  resisted  in  the 
name  of  gay  rights  is  a  distortion 
of  what  our  movement  is  all 
about.” 

In  spite  of  the  San  Francisco  city 
attorney’s  decision  that  a  DPH 
closure  of  the  baths  would  be 
legal,  others  are  not  so  sure.  Sal 
Accardi,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
Northern  California  Bathhouse 
Association,  told  GCN  that  their 
attorneys  were  looking  closely  at 
the  DPH’s  authority  in  the  matter 
because  it  may  be  more  imminent 
than  the  voter  initiative.  “We  are 
more  concerned  with  the  order 
Silverman  may  give.  This  would 
bring  up  issues  of  due  process  and 
rights  to  privacy.  We  will  fight  if 
Silverman  orders  the  baths  closed. 
We  are  being  scapegoated.” 

One  lawyer  who  preferred  to  re¬ 
main  unidentified,  told  GCN  that 
he  believes  that  the  current 
medical  evidence  about  the  trans¬ 
mission  of  AIDS  could  not  legally 


support  closure  by  the  Health 
Department.  “I  personally  believe 
there  is  not  [enough  sound  legal 
backing  to  close  the  baths].  That’s 
the  foundation  that  needs  to  be 
established  before  Silverman 
closes  down.  He’s  been  resisting 
[closure]  all  along.  There  is  not 
enough  medical  evidence.  It’s  a 
question  of  what  people  are  doing, 
not  where  they  are  doing  it.” 

Accardi  said  that  he  believes  the 
city  cannot  override  existing 
statutes  which  allow  the  baths  to 
operate  legally  as  private  clubs.  He 
also  asserted  that  they  had  done 
everything  asked  of  them  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Health. 
“We  have  been  part  of  the  solu¬ 
tion,  not  part  of  the  problem.  For 
a  year  we’ve  been  effecting 
changes  trying  to  encourage  safe 
sex.  We’ve  distributed  condoms 
and  literature  and  posted  signs.” 

But  Larry  Littlejohn,  who  is 
proposing  the  intiative,  disagrees, 
saying  that  sexual  behavior  pat¬ 
terns  in  the  baths  have  not  changed 
appreciably.  Littlejohn  cites  a 
study  done  in  the  city  which  he 
says  concludes  that  the  city’s 
public  health  department  was  inef¬ 
fective  in  changing  sexual  activity 
in  the  baths. 

Littlejohn’s  initiative,  unlike  the 
order  Silverman  is  considering, 
would  not  close  the  baths  but 
would  have  the  effect  of  requiring 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  adopt 
an  ordinance  which  would  require 
bath  owners  to  place  signs  on  the 
premises  prohibiting  sexual  activi¬ 
ty,  prohibit  patrons  from  sharing 
the  same  bed  or  private  room  and 
require  that  all  areas  of  the  baths 
be  well  lit.  Many  believe  that  such 
an  ordinance  would  allow  the 
police  to  patrol  the  baths  to 
monitor  for  illegal  sexual  activity. 

Britt  told  GCN  that  Littlejohn 
had  approached  him  wanting  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  “to  hold 
hearings  on  closing  the  baths.  I 
would  not  support  that  because  I 
don’t  think  any  gay  person  wants  a 
politically-inspired  decision  to 
close  the  baths.”  When  asked 
what  he  thought  of  the  initiative, 
Britt  said,  “I  deplore  and  abhor  it. 
To  put  the  existence  of  gay  sub¬ 
cultural  institutions  on  the  ballot  is 
very  wrong  and  it  should  be 
fought.” 

Britt  told  GCN  that  if  the  in¬ 
itiative  were  to  pass,  the  bath 
houses  would  be  regulated  by  a 
popular  vote,  which  only  a 
popular,  vote  could  reverse.  “It  is 


very  wrong  for  a  gay  person  to  put 
that  on  the  ballot.”  But  Britt 
defends  his  seemingly  paradoxical 
stand  by  saying,  “It’s  a  whole  dif¬ 
ferent  thing  from  listening  to  the 
advice  of  [medical  experts].” 

When  contacted  by  GCN,  Little¬ 
john  said  that  he  believed  that 
Silverman  would  decide  to  close 
the  baths  and  thus  make  his  in¬ 
itiative  unnecessary.  He  would  not 
speculate,  on  his  course  of  action 
should  Silverman  not  order 
closure. 

Littlejohn  defended  his  pro¬ 
posal  saying  that  it  was  necessary 
for  health  reasons  and,  contrary  to 
what  Britt  thinks,  he  is  making  it  a 
gay  issue.  “It’s  removing  ammuni¬ 
tion  from  the  homophobes.  If  I 
hadn’t  done  it,  they  would  have 
grabbed  it  down  the  line.  We’ve 
had  Briggs,  I  didn’t  give  him  the 
idea  to  [propose  his  initiative],  I 
didn’t  create  homophobes.  I  think 
it’s  much  better  to  have  gay  people 
taking  care  of  the  issue.” 

Littlejohn  told  GCN  that  he  is 
not  worried  that  his  proposal 
could  have  an  adverse  impact  on 
civil  rights,  or  rights  to  privacy. 
“People  would  only  be  prosecuted 
if  it  happened  in  a  public  place. 
People  can  continue  to  do 
anything  they  want  in  private.” 
But  aren’t  the  baths  private?  Lit¬ 
tlejohn  maintains  they  are  public 
places  while  Sal  Accardi  says  they 
are  private  clubs.  Accardi  said  that 
this  is  an  issue  which  was  settled 
long  ago  and  was  instrumental  in 
finally  eliminating  police  raids  on 
the  clubs. 

Littlejohn  is  emphatic  that  his 
initiative  would  have  the  desired 
effect  in  reducing  the  spread  of 
AIDS.  He  told  GCN  that  Silver¬ 
man’s  educational  efforts  are  a 
failure,  saying  that  the  same  types 
of  unsafe  sexual  activity  were  con¬ 
tinuing.  “I  can’t  see  how  anybody 
can  deny  unsafe  sexual  activity  is 
going  on.  There  are  not  mutual 
jack-off  places.  Anal-receptive  sex 
happens  in  the  bath  houses.  That 
would  not  be  as  easy  in  public 
bathrooms  and  parks.” 

Britt  told  GCN  that  he  intends 
to  develop  a  high-powered  advertis¬ 
ing  campaign  designed  to  change 
the  sexual  behavior  of  gay  men 
who  are  engaging  in  what  many 
now  believe  is  “unsafe  sex.”  In  ad¬ 
dition,  Britt  said  he  would  propose 
that  if  the  baths  are  closed  down, 
that  they  be  used  to  house  persons 
with  AIDS. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Slow  Response 
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he  said. 

Troyer  also  acknowledged  that 
not  all  counselors  can  best  identify 
with  a  homosexual  client.  “Let’s 
put  people  together  who  can  help 
each  other  and  realize  sometimes 
when  we  feel  the  most  helpless  we 
can  be  the  most  helpful  with  a 
ministry  of  presence,”  non-verbal 
support  and  referral,  he  said. 

Volunteers  have  been  trained  by 
the  10-month-old  AVOC  to  be 
“peers  with  friendly  ears,”  to 
coordinate  or  provide  transporta¬ 
tion  to  clinics  for  outpatients,  and 
deal  with  circles  of  friends,  fam¬ 
ilies,  and  significant  others,  accor¬ 
ding  to  AVOC’s  Weyand.  He 
mapped  the  route  people  with 
AIDS  take  through  clinics  and, 
later,  social  agencies  to  pay  high 
medical  bills.  “One  of  the  biggest 
problems  people  face  is  ending  up 
in  a  hospital  or  clinic  being  treated 


for  symptoms  without  their  doc¬ 
tors  knowing  they  have  AIDS,” 
Weyand  said. 

When  people  go  to  public  agen¬ 
cies  for  help  in  paying  bills  “a  lot 
of  times  they  feel  so  defeated  by 
the  monumental  requests  [of 
them]  they  need  encouragement  to 
keep  going  back,”  he  said. 

A  case  worker  in  the  Hamilton 
Country  Welfare  Department, 
Weyand  has  counseled  his  co¬ 
workers  because  he  “refuses  to  see 
people  fall  thorugh  the 
bureaucratic  system  because  [a 
caseworker]  doesn’t  know  the 
complicated  system.  If  you  have 
AIDS,  you’re  still  a  person  first.” 

He  urged  “the  worried  well  in 
the  at-risk  community  to  talk 
about  AIDS,  join  AVOC,  get  in¬ 
volved  and  get  educated  while 
looking  at  ways  to  reduce  risks.” 


Correction 

A  typographical  error 
resulted  in  the  listing  of  an  in¬ 
correct  address  for  the 
National  Mobilization  for  Sur¬ 
vival  office,  the  contact  point 
for  the  organization’s 
Gay/Lesbian  Network,  in  an 
article  by  Loie  Hayes,  Vol.  11, 
No.  36.  The  correct  address  is: 
853  Broadway,  Rm.  2109,  NY, 
NY  10003.  National  Mobe’s 
phone  number  is  (212) 
533-0008.  We  regret  the  error. 
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Notes 


aids  action 

The  AIDS  Action  Committee  of  Boston 
offers  a  variety  of  support  and  therapy  ser¬ 
vices. 

Drop-in  groups,  which  are  free  of 
charge  and  require  no  appointment,  in¬ 
clude: 

•  Rap  Group  for  those  with  questions 
and  concerns  about  AIDS  meets  the  first 
and  third  Friday  of  each  month  from  7:00  to 
8:30PM  in  Room  311,  25  Huntington  Ave., 
across  from  the  Westin  Hotel. 

•  Bereavement  Group  for  friends  and 
loved  ones  of  persons  who  have  died  of 
AIDS  meets  from  7:30  to  9:00PM  every  se¬ 
cond  and  fourth  Monday  at  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Counseling  Service,  600  Washington 
St. 

Contract  groups,  which  require  an  in¬ 
terview  beforehand  and  for  which  there  is  a 
nominal  fee  (but  no  one  will  be  turned  away 
for  inability  to  pay),  include: 

•Therapy  Group  for  gay  men  con¬ 
cerned  about  AIDS;  a  time  and  place  for 
meetings  will  be  announced. 

•Support  Group  for  persons  with  AIDS 
meets  on  Thursday  evenings. 

•Group  for  People  with  AIDS-related 
complex  meets  8:00  to  9:30  on  Thursday 
evenings. 

•Group  for  sexually  compulsive  gay 
and  bisexual  men  will  meet  at  a  time  and 
place  to  be  announced. 

•Support  Group  for  married  and  bisex¬ 
ual  men  meets  Thursday  evenings. 

To  arrange  an  interview  for  joining  one 
of  the  contract  groups,  call  Jim  Fishman  or 
Rhonda  Linde  at  267-7573. 

For  more  information  on  AIDS,  call  the 
AIDS  Action  Line,  536-7733. 


different  perspective 

Boston’s  CAGE  Gallery  is  planning  a  juried 
show  of  gay  male  art. 

Gay  male  artists  working  in  all  media  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  submit  slides  or  up  to  five  pieces  of 
art  for  consideration  for  “A  Different  Perspec¬ 
tive:  Gay  Male  Sensibility  in  Art,”  which  will  be 
juried  on  April  15. 

Part  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  art 
work  will  go  to  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 

For  more  information,  call  Christian  Walker 
or  Mary  Rauh  at  CAGE  Gallery,  437-9015.  The 
gallery  is  at  557  Tremont  St. 


sage  celebration 

The  women  of  New  York’s  Senior  Ac¬ 
tion  in  a  Gay  Environment  (SAGE)  are  planning  a 
‘‘Celebration  of  Our  Years”  as  part  of  the 
organization’s  efforts  to  acquaint  lesbians 
everywhere  with  the  group’s  unique  activities. 

SAGE  includes  members  of  all  ages  work¬ 
ing  together  to  provide  a  family  community  for- 
older  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

The  Celebration  will  include  socializing  and 
dancing  to  big-band  and  disco  music,  plus  a 
cash  bar  and  free  hors  d’oeuvres,  all  for  a  tax- 
deductible  donation  of  $8.00.  It  starts  at  7:00  PM 
on  April  26  at  Ariel’s,  53  West  19th  Street, 
Manhattan. 

lesbian  lace 

A  new  lesbian  publishing  house  has  an¬ 
nounced  plans  for  a  rich  diversity  of  books. 

Lace  Publications  hopes  to  publish  books 
of  erotica,  adventure,  fantasy,  humor,  mystery, 
romance  and  science  fiction,  as  well  as  gothic 
and  historical  fiction.  The  Lady  Winston  series 
will  specialize  in  all  types  of  lesbian  erotica. 
Lace  considers  itself  politically  neutral,  prefer¬ 
ring  fiction  that  entertains  without  theorizing. 

Women  of  color  are  especially  encouraged 
to  send  their  work. 

Author’s  queries  with  sample  chapters  and 
synopses  should  be  sent  with  a  self-addressed 
stamped  envelope  to  Lace  Publications,  PO  Box 
10037-0037,  Denver,  CO  80210. 


BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114 
(617)  321-8818 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)227-0513 


MOVERS 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 


Jean  Vallon 
Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 

46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 

47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 

1-800-352-3185 

MEDICAUCOUNSELING 

DR.  STEPHEN  J. 
GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 

Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 

CLINICAL 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 

ASSOCIATES 
Dr.  Herbert  Lovett 
Dr.  Beth  Leimkuhler 
36  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)292-4532 
ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 
ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

LAMBDA  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

324  Marlborough  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1729 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  02111 
542-5188 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH 
CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton  Offices 
(617)  491-6430 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 
FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 

DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 
LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ BUILD 


BEST  LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN  CO. 

53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-63 77 
ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776-6377 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO, 

LTD 

Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA 
423-7730 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 
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The  GCN  weekly 
calendar  includes 
events  in  the  Boston 
area  of  interest  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  try  not  to 
leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend 
on  you  to  keep  us  in¬ 
formed.  Let  us  know 
as  early  as  possible 
what  your  group  is 
planning. 

The  deadline  is  Fri¬ 
day  noon  for  the 
following  issue.  Just 
send  the  information 
to  GCN  Calendar,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Fifth 
Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 
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Betsy  Rose,  who  will  perform 
with  Fred  Small  at  a  “Building 
Bridges”  concert  on  April  13. 
See  Calendar  item  above. 
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Quick  Gay  Guide 

Eastern  Mass.  (617) 


BOSTON-AREA  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
BUSINESSES  (BARS,  BOOKSTORES, 
COUNSELING,  MEDICAL,  ACCOMODA¬ 
TIONS,  ETC.)  ARE  LISTED  SEPARATELY 
WITH  THE  DISPLAY  ADS  IN  THIS  PAPER. 


247-5485 

944-4818 


354-0133 


Boston  Area  (617) 

[N  FO  RM  ATJON/S  ERVJCE/SOCI A  L 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  HOTLINE  (BpmMid.)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178.  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1,  167  Tremont  St.  Boston  02111 
Black  Men's  Assoc.,  PO  Box  827,  Boston  02123 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  167  Tremont, 

Boston  021 11  497-8282 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  43  Winter  St. 

Boston.  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  522-6983 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  Interrante,  24  Greenwich  Pk  #1.  Boston  02118 
Chiltern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St..  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 

P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Fathers  in  Transition  (Gay/Bi),  (Ex.Ctr,)266-0621 

c/o  GCN,  Box  6.  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111 
Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston.  Box  1287, 

Kendall  Sq..  Cambridge  MA  02142 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England 

Gay  Professional  Men's  Group 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau, 

P.O.  Box  2232.  Boston  02107 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Assoc.  Engineers  and  Scientists 
(LGAES/Boston) 

P.O.  Box  1417,  Boston  02117  288-3228 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  423-0942 

c/o  GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Outreach  Institute.  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Boston  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 

P.O.  Box  125-S  101,  Arlington,  MA,  02174  442-2632 

Project  Place.  32  Rutland  St.  021 18  267-9150 

Transexual  Hotline  568-0680 

Triangle  Theater,  Box  127,104  Charles  St., 
Boston  021 14  424-6831 

Watchline  (Fri-Mon  7-10pm)  262-5250 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance,  Box  65, 

Boston,  021 17  247-3910 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B.U.  Law  School,  755.  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
PO  Box  1273,  Cambridge  02238 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  482-3170 

47  Winter  St..  02108 

GLAD  (Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders) 

100  Boylston  Suite  900  Boston,  02116  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  262-1565 

Box  6,  Astor  Sta.  Boston  02123 
National  Lawyers  Guild, 

14  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  227-7335 

STUDENT 

Boston  Intercollegiate  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
c/o  GAMIT,  Rm  50-306,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda,  260  Ell  Ctr., 

360  Huntungton  Ave.,  Boston  02115  437-2738 

GAMIT  (Gays  at  MIT). 

MIT  50-306  Walker,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Assoc.,  Harvard  197  Memorial 
Hall,  Cambridge  02138  495-5476 

Harvard  Lesbian  and  Gay  Medical/Dental  Students  Group 
Box  250c,  107  Ave.  Louis  Pasteur,  Boston  02115 
Babson  College,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  A,  Babson  Park, Wellsley,  02157 
Tufts  U.,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community, 

c/o  Student  Activities  Off.,  Medford  02155  628-2818 

Boston  College  G  and  L  Support  Group, 

Haley  House.  Chestnut  Hill  02167 
Northeastern  School  of  Law.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
400  Huntington  Ave,  Boston  02115 
U/Mass/Boston,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ctr., 

Rm  1  -4-178,  Dorchester  02125  929-8276 

Brandeis  U..  Triskelion,  Box  2275  Waltham  02254 

647-4491  or  647-4899 
Boston  U.,  Gays  and  Lesbians, c/o  Program  Resources 
Off., 

Sherman  Union,  Boston  02215 
Yale  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni/Boston, 
c/o  GCN  Box  7,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Wellesley  Lesbians  &  Friends,  Feminist  Coop 
Oakwoods,  Wellesley  Coll.  Wellesley  MA  02151 

WOMEN 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians.  Med  Students 
Health  Profs)  524-6335 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  339,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers  723-6327 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  S/M  Group  776-7957 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Somerville  Women's  Center,  1  Summer  St.,  02143  628-631 1 
Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x3184 

Urania  (lesbian  and  bisexual  women's  S/M  group) 

Box  23,  89  Mass  Ave.,  Boston  01225  623-7258 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

6  Camelia  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

RELIGIOUS 

Am  Tikva  782-8894 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  227-91 18 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742  2100 

MEDIA 

Boston’s  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM  Dennis  353-0225 
Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAGMA) 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont,  021 1 1 
Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1  FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Women's  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  666-0350 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

AIDS  Action  Committee 
c/o  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.  02115 
AIDS  Hotline 

M-F  3-9pm  Sat  10am-4pm 
Boston  Free  VD  Info 
(8am-10pm,  M-F) 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Exodus  Ctr.,  25  Huntington  Ave.  021 16 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 
Program  (non-profit) 


INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Hotline  756-0730 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 

Box  806,  Marblehead,  01945  745-3848 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

So.  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 

Box  71 2,  Bridgewater  02324  584-4997 

Tri-County  Assoc.,  c/o  219  East  Main  St, 

Milford  01757  473-3529 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley,  P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 
Central  Mass  Dignity/Integrity  Group,  Box  402, 

Federal  Sta.,  Worcester 

WOMEN  _ 


536-7733 

1-800-272-2577 

426-9444 

266-0612 

843-5300 

744-5322 


New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  996-3341 

Womantide  (lesbian  magazine), PO  Box  963,  P'town  02657 

487-3393 

STUDENT  _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 

Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 

South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 

Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 


Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562, 

Pittsfield  01201,  442-1819 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

GALA  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Activists) 

Box  1084,  Northampton  01061 
Help  Line  664-6391 , 664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People’s  Gay  Alliance 

Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  584-7903 

MCC  Springfield,  PO  Box  15576, 

Springfield  01 105  (M-Sat  7-10pm)532-521 1 

WOMEN 


Valley  Wimmins  Connection 
Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 
Northampton  01060 
Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst 
Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst 
Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield,  01201 
New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
Box  402,  Florence,  MA  01060 
Southwest  Women's  Center 


586-6445 


584-4580 

545-0883 


545-3438 

499-2425 


584-7616 

545-0626 


Valley  Lesbian  Alliance 

STUDENT 


665-4705;  253-3082,  774-5464 


545-2645 


Hampshire  College  Gay  Men’s  Alliance 
Box  89,  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst 
Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People’s  Gay  Alliance,  413  Student  Union  RSO  242, 
UMass  Amherst  01003  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 

S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 


Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Black  and  White  Men  Together, 

58  Winchester  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511 

562-2906,933-0185 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force.  P.O.  Box  1139,  New  Haven  06505 
Helpline  for  Greater  Danbury  426-4922 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  of  Greater  Danbury, 
c/o  Box  2045,  Danbury  06810 
Gay  Switchboard.  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm.  P.O.  Box  514.  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard.  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72,  06501 ;  M-F  8-1 1  pm  624-6869 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH.  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling). 

45  Church  St..  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce  249-7691 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St..  Suite  22-BC.  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

WOMEN 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective. 

22  Allen  PI.  #B3,  Hartford  06106  249-0504 

The  Newsletter,  a  lesbian  position. 

PO  Box  3075,  New  Haven  06515 
Women's  Center.  Hartford,  c/o  Hill  Ctr., 

350  Farmington  Ave,  Hartford  06106  249-7691 

Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 

College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW. 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St..  New  Haven  06510  776-2658 

STUDENT 

Alternate  Lifestyles  Awareness  Group, 

Social  Work  House.  Farnham  Ave., 

New  Haven  06515  397-4331 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain's  Office.  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale. 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance.  UConn.  Box  U-8,  Storrs.  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown.  06457  347-9411 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College  442-7458 
P.O.  Box  1295.  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale,  Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  06117  523-4841  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW.  Wesleyan  St..  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  c/o  Yale  Women's  Ctr. 

5051  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS 

Dignity/Fairfield  County. 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford.  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven.  P.O.  Box  5335,  Hamden  06518 
Integrity/Hartford.  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta..  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven.  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

AIDS  Project  New  Haven,  PO  Box  636, 

New  Haven  06503  624-2437(AIDS) 

Gay  AA  (Danbury)  426-4922,748-5341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St„  New  Haven,  06520  436-8354 


Maine  (20 7) 


Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance. 

Brunswick  0401 1 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021.  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St„  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Interweave:  Unit. /Univ.  Gay/Lesbian 
Community,  Box  215,  Augusta  04330  797-3246 

Lesbian  Rap  Group,  92  Bedford  St..  Portland 
MCC  Portland,  Box  583  Westbrook  04092 
Mid-Coast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  496,  Camden  04843  236-9015 
Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 
—  c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 

125  Auburn  St.,  Portland  04104  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04469  581-1288 

Parents  8  Friends  of  Gays  549-7325(eves  &  wkends) 

Orthodox  Community  of  Holy  Apostles, 

RFD  Box  680,  N.  Whitefield  04353  549-7325 

The  Maine  Chapter  ( social  org.)  Box  1255,  Ellsworth  04605 


Rhode  Island  (40i) 


751-3322,  272-9247 
723-0050 
751-3322 
midnight 
331-2047 


8pm-i 


Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
Families  of  Gay  Persons 
Gay  Help  Line 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903 
Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 
Brown  Lesban  Collective, c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Ctr. 

Box  1829  Brown  U.,  185  Meeting  St.. 

Providence  02912  863-2189 

186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Rhode  Island  Alliance  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights,  PO  Box  5758  Weybosset  Hill, 

Providence  02903  351-4499,  728-6023 

Social  Group  for  Gay  Women  over  25 
Box  22,  77  Ives  St.,  Providence  02906 
University  of  Rhode  Island  Gay  Task  Force 
Women's  Center,  URI  Kingston 
Women's  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St.,  Pawtucket  02860  728-6023 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Brown  U.  Lesbian/Gay  Alumnae/i  Assoc., 

GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont, 

Boston  021 11  (617)720-1870,661-7223 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861  942-9400 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 
MCC  Special  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  George  McDermott  272-9247 


New  Hampshire(603) 


485-5612 


424-3252 


889-1416 


Gay  Phoneline  (Caribou)  896-5888 

AWA  (Male),  Box  746,  Old  Orchard  Beach  04064 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 


New  York  City  (212) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St„  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
Box  148,  Ansonia  Sta.,  NYC  10023 
Chelsea  Gay  Association 

132  W  24th  St. ,  10011  772-0404 

Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm. 

147  W.  42nd,  Rm  603  10036  947-0949 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Atheist  League  of  America 

P.O.  Box  2111,  Rock.Ctr.  NYC  10185  595-1445 

Dial  a  Gay  Atheist  873-2331 

Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village,  10014  473-5884 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Youth  of  NY 
208  W  13th  St.  NYC,  10011  834-0310 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St„  10011 
Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc.,  Box  435, 

Van  Brunt  Sta.,  Brooklyn  11215  789-81 76, 877-0063 

Gay  Vegetarians  David  876-4381 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  10014  744-2785 
Girth  and  Mirth  Club 

c/o  DMS,  Box  513,  132  W.  24th  St.,  NYC  10011 
NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
c/o  Tan  Box  24,  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 

208  W.  13th  St.  741-2247 

Upper  West  Side  Lesbian  &  Gay  Assoc. 

165  W.  86th  St.,  10024 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St.  242-4140 

WOMEN 

All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta.  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative.  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 


Lesbian  Herstory  Archives.  P.O  Box  1258, 10116  874-7232 
Lesbian  Switchboard.  243  W  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 

29  W  21st  St  924-2970 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Progressive  Health  Network, 

300  Riverside  Dr .  Suite  11 E.  NYC  10025 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
The  New  York  Law  Group.  PO  Box  1899 

Grand  Central  Sta.  10163  628-8532 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  Box  834,  Brooklyn  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd,  10036  944-9488 

Lavender  Left  Network 

Box  512,  Village  Sta  10014  533-4907 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta..  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601,  10011 

741-5800 

RELIGIOUS 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Interreligious  Coalition 
c/o  Strickler,  31  Bethane  NYC  10014 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St„  10004  242-6616 

Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah, 

155  Bank  St.  10014  929-9498 

Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics. 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150  869-3050 

Evangelicals  Concerned  688-0628 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  989-6653 

Lutherans  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Concerns, 

Box  2217,  Brooklyn  11202  596-3839,  278-5066 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 

Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  866-3580 

Trinity  MCC,  152  W  66th  St. 

(mail)  Box  1707  NYC  10163 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


Gay  NH  Infoline,  lOam-IOpm,  Concord 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301; 

224-3785,  889-1416, 

746-3339;  (crisis)  483-2592. 

Greater  Nashua  Area  NH  Lambda, 

P.O.  Box  6443,  Nashua  03063 
Speakers  Bureau,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  Area  Gay  Youth, 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  (Ron)  225-5622 

Concord  Men’s  Group 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  (Herb)  485-5612 

Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project  485-5612 

Gemini,  Keene  Support  Group, 

Box  461,  W.  Swanzey,  03469 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women’s  events, 

Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club 

40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801  436-8958 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 
Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet  1-800-852-3311 

Keene  Klondykes,  Box  261, 

Gilsum  03448  827-3766;  847-9589 

Manchester  Men’s  Group 

P.O.  Box  3734,  Manchester  03105  Jack  669-0096 

Vermont  (802) 

Gay  AA/Burlington  862-4019 

Central  Vermont  Gay  Men,  (CVGM), 

Box  42,  Barre  05641 
Gay  Student  Alliance 

Box  987,  Johnson  State  Coll.,  Johnson  05656 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt.Box  45,  Billings  Center 
Burlington  05405 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
Gay  Volleyball  482-3528,862-4019 

c/o  Box  99,  Hinesburg  05461 
Interweave,  Box  454,  Derby  Line  05830 
Johnson  St.  Coll.  Gay  Student  All. 

Box  987,  JSC,  Johnson  05656 
Lifestyles,  Box  534,  St.  Johnsbury  05819 
Rutland  Area  Gays  (RAGS),  Box  147, 

Center  Rutland  05736  (2nd  Sats) 

Social  Alt.  for  Gay  Men  (SAM), 

Box  479,  Norwich,  VT  05055  649-1304 

Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS  or  (603)  756-4226 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Vermonters  for  Lesbian/Gay  Rights  (VLGR), 

Pearls  Restaurant,  Pearl  St,  Burlington  879-1867 

Women's  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  863-1236 

Integrity,  Box  126,  Burlington  05402  864-7198 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance  Box  294, 10014 
Meridian  Gay  Theatre,  137  W.  22nd  St. 

NYC  10011 

NYC  News,  Box  2171-G.C.C.  10163 
NY  Native.  249  W.  Broadway,  NYC  10013 
Womanews,  PO  Box  220,  Village  Sta.  10014 


255-4713 

869-3981 

964-7272 

925-8021 

989-7963 


STUDENT 


Gay  People  at  Columbia 

Earl  Hall,  Rm  304  10027  280-5113 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 

Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810  598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


691-6969 


688-0628 

243-8181 

799-9432 


Gay  Men’s  Health  Project 
74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 
Gay  Nurses  Alliance 
44  St.  Marks  PI.  10003 
Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 

Identity  House 
Institute  For  Human  Identity 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon,  506  W.  42nd  St.  #E5,  NYC  10036,  563-6313 

Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed.  Found 

Box  834,  Linden  Hill,  NYC  11354  563-6313 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis,  Box  274, 

132  W.  24th  St.,  NYC  10011  807-6655,6664 

St.  Mark's  Clinic,  88  University  PL, 

NYC  10003  691-8282 

AIDS  Hotline  800-221-7044 


New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide — counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968  (516)324-2468 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley,  (716)  244-8640 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  Concerns  Committee, 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington  11743 
Gay  Connection  (Th  and  Fri,  8-1 1pm)  •  (716)275-8341 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6857 

Gaymen  and  Lesbians  in  Brookhaven,  PO  Box  203, 

Brookhaven  (516)286-3178 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 

(gay  peer  counseling)  (516)  826-0600 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)  427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  -  (914)793-5198 

WOMEN _ 

Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Herizon  —  A  Woman's  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEN _ 

Rochester  Gay  Men’s  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 

Gay  Hotline  (8-11pm)  (914)948-4922 

RELIGIOUS 

(Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd„  Delmar  12054  .  (518)439-9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  FitzhughSt.,  Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  621 P,  Bayshore  11706 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  (716)442-5117 

STUDENT/YOUTH  _ 

Extended  Family  for  Gay  Youth 
989  Park  Ave,  Huntington  11743  (516)  549-1619 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 

207  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6482 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Academic  Union,  Merrill  Ctr,  Willson  Commons 
Rochester,  14627 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale  (516)420-2134 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  207  Talbert  Hall, 

Amherst  14260  (716)636-3063. 

Gay  And  Lesbian  Alliance,  c/o  SUNY 

Student  Un.,Rm  045B,  Stony  Brook  11794  246-7943 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80. 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Vassar  Gay  People's  Alliance,  Box  271,  Vassar 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12601 

MEDIA 

Gay  Alliance  of  the  Genesee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607(716)244-8640,  244-9030 
Gay  Spirit  (WUSB,  90.1  FM)  Tues.  6-7  p.m.  246-7901 

Long  Island  Connection  P.O.Box  601, 

Huntington  11743  (513)673-3795 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG,  c/o  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERVICE  TO 
THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER  POSSIBLE 
ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED  SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO 
SUPPORT  THIS  LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
($1 0/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF  YOU 
CAN’T). 


Mujeres  en  Lucha 
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Cuentos:  Stories  by  Latinas 

Edited  by  Alma  Gomez,  Cherrie  Moraga, 
Mariana  Romo-Carmona, 

Kitchen  Table  Press 
New  York 
241  pp.,  $7.95 


Reviewed  by  Stephanie  Poggi 


In  Cuentos  our  intent  is  to  mention  the  unmen¬ 
tionables,  to  capture  some  essential  expression — with¬ 
out  censors — that  could  be  called  “Latina”  and 
“Latina-identified.” 

—from  the  introduction 

his  is  an  indispensable  collection  of  stories  for 
US  Latinas,  for  people  of  color  and  for  all 
feminists  hungry  for  inspiration.  The  editors 
are  Latina  writers  and  activists  who  identify  as  US 
Third  World  Women.  They  write,  “[W]e  need  una 
literatura  that  testifies  to  our  lives,  provides 
acknowledgment  of  who  we  are:  an  exiled  people,  a 
migrant  people,  mujeres  en  lucha.” 

The  contributors  are  Los  Angeles  Chicana  and 
Chilena,  New  York  and  Island  Puerto  Rican, 
Brazilian,  Mexican  and  Cuban.  Their  stories 
document  an  oral  tradition  and  fill  a  literary  void  so 
deep  that  “Most  of  the  writers  in  Cuentos  are  first- 
generation  writers.  This  means  that  your  mother 
couldn’t  have  written  this  story — or  even  helped  you 
write  it.  On  these  writers,  then,  rests  the 
responsibility  to  be  the  first  de  nuestra  gente  to 
describe  what  it  means  to  be  sixteen,  female,  Puerto 
Rican  and  New  York.” 

In  varied  forms  and  voices,  from  the  landscapes  of 
the  kitchen  with  “mi  abuelita,  con  la  cuchara  en  la 
olla”  to  the  spectacular  Rio  Grande  Valley  to  the 
cities  in  Chile  grown  into  mountains  of  flowers  and 
ice,  through  sexuality  and  spiritisfri,  class  and  color, 
and  family  loyalty,  Cuentos  affirms  “the  right  to  feel 
what  [Latinas]  feel,  in  all  its  complexity.”  At  the  same 
time,  Cuentos  builds  radical  bridges  between  Latinas 
here  and  in  Latin  America,  and  between  all  people  of 
color  in  the  US. 

The  language  of  Cuentos  itself  is  a  validation  of 
the  position  “between  two  languages,  two  political 
poles.”  Written  first  and  foremost  for  the  sensibility 
of  the  Latina  in  the  US,  Cuentos  is  bilingual  and  bi- 
cultural.  Some  of  the  stories  appear  in  Spanish, 
others  in  English;  most  are  written  in  Spanglish  and 
Tex-Mex.  As  the  editors  write,  “In  este  libro,  we 
wish  to  stretch  la  imaginacion — help  the  reader 
become  accustomed  to  seeing  two  languages  in  a 
book,  learning  to  make  sense  of  a  thing  by  picking  up 
snatches  here,  phrases  there,  listening  and  reading 
differently.” 

The  stories  are  organized  in  three  sections.  The 
first  concerns  the  “crazy,  sick  or  senile”:  a  political 
prisoner  in  a  sanitarium  in  Chile  whose  crime  was  to 
witness  her  brother’s  murder;  the  aging  and  soon-to- 
be  displaced  healer  in  a  Texas  barrio.  Dona 
Marciana;  the  lonely,  nostalgic  Mrs.  Ruiz;  and  Dona 
Lupe,  who  stubbornly  blasts  Spanish-language  radio 
in  the  English-only  nursing  home.  This  is  familiar 
“madness.”  As  the  editors  write,  “The  characters  in 
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these  stories  are  ‘possessed’ — possessed  in  opposition 
to  the  forces  that  deny  their  humanity.” 

The  second  set  of  stories  is  “el  corazon  de  este 
libro” — the  heart  of  this  book.  These  cuentos  are 
about  growing  up,  many  written  from  a  child’s 
perspective.  They  “describe  not  only  the  women  who 
formed  us,  but  also  the  ways  in  which  we  came  to 
form  our  own  mestiza  identities.  .  .  .  Particularly  for 
the  US  Latina,  the  rules  and  values  by  mami  are 
often  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  norms  of  the  dominant 
society.” 

Racism  and  the  pressure  to  assimilate  become 
especially  explicit  here.  In  “Hunger’s  Scent”  by 
Cenen,  an  African  Puerto  Rican  born  in  New  York 
City,  a  young  migrant  worker  explains  the  hierarchy 
of  color  in  the  tomato  fields:  the  white  workers 
“picked  tomatoes  from  the  very  tops  of  the  vines,” 
the  blacks  “had  to  bend  the  lowest  to  lift  the  plants 
to  pick  everyone  else’s  leavings”  and  the  Puerto 
Ricans  and  Chicanos  .  .  .  fought  each  other  for 
which  group  would  be  in  the  middle  first.”  In 
“Teenage  Zombie”  by  Amina  Susan  Ali,  also  Puerto 


Rican,  Millie  slowly  learns  to  reject  everything  about 
herself.  Assimilation  means  “set [ting]  her  hair  on 
empty  soda  cans,”  rejecting  Freddie  because  he’s 
black,  denying  she  can  speak  Spanish  and,  finally, 
denying  that  she’s  Puerto  Rican:  “There  was  no  such 
thing.  Puerto  Rico  wasn’t  a  country,  so  how  could 
anybody  be  Puerto  Rican?” 

The  children  in  these  stories  also  fight  for 
themselves  against  family  strictures  and  family 
violence,  and  against  sexism.  In  “Growing”  by 
Helena  Maria  Viramontes,  a  Chicana,  Naomi 
reaches  puberty  to  find  that  becoming  a  woman 
means  “she  could  no  longer  be  herself  and  her  father 
would  no  longer  trust  her.”  In  a  short  hilarious 
escape  from  “womanhood,”  she  plays  stickball  with 
the  other  kids  in  the  street,  all  of  them  waiting  for 
Lourdes  who  “searched  frantically  for  the  ball”  in 
the  Chinese  cemetery,  “tiptoeing  across  the  graves 
saying  Excuse  me,  please  excuse  me,  excuse 
me  .  .  . 

The  final  section  is  composed  of  stories  about 
“Latinas  trying  to  break  up  out  of  the  limits  our 
culture  has  set  for  us.”  These  stories  are  primarily 
about  sexual  strictures  and  taboos:  the  politics  of  les¬ 
bianism,  pleasure,  marriage  and  adultery.  The 
editors  write:  “La  mujer  latina  is  a  living  breathing 
contradiction.  When  our  people  deny  us  a  place  in 
our  family  we  feel  they  are  not  our  people.  But,  to  be 
removed  from  our  people  is  a  pain  nearly  too  great  to 
bear.  This  is  our  private  dialogue  with  each  other.” 

In  “We  Women  Suffer  More  Than  Men”  by 
Cicera  Fernandes  de  Oliveira,  a  Brazilian  writer,  a 
woman  braves  social  and  familial  ostracism  when  she 
refuses  to  wait  for  the  return  of  the  husband  who  has 
deserted  her.  In  “Sin  Luz”  by  Cherrie  Moraga,  a 
Chicana  and  one  of  the  editors  of  Cuentos,  we  meet 
Carmelita,  married  to  a  stranger  at  age  14.  Her  story 
explores  male  force,  sexual  pleasure  and  sexual  pain, 
guilt  and  superstition. 

Rocky  Gamez,  “born  and  raised  in  the  lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  of  Texas,”  contributes  one  of  the 
funniest  stories  in  “From  the  Gloria  Stories.” 
Gloria,  unlike  most  people,  “never  went  beyond 
aspiring  to  be  one  thing,  and  one  thing  only.  She 
wanted  to  be  a  man.”  Rocky  gets  a  letter  when 
Gloria  falls  in  love  with  Rosita  and  starts  to  live  her 
dream.  “You  may  thing  I’m  crazy  for  talking  about 
being  a  father,  but  seriously  Rocky,  I  think  I 
can.  .  .  .  Every  time  I  do  you-know-what,  I  come 
just  like  a  man.” 

Other  stories  in  this  section  are  about  coming  out, 
about  racism  and  classism  in  the  lesbian  communi¬ 
ties,  about  passion,  about  going  home,  and  about  the 
special  powers  of  Andrea  de  la  Cruz  and  her  pet 
diamond-back  rattler,  “eight  feet  long  and  as  thick 
as  her  thigh.” 

Cuentos  will  stretch  more  than  your  imagination. 
It  is  meant  to  stretch  the  parameters  of  our  thinking, 
and  to  add  fire  >to  the  growing  movement  of  third 
world  feminists.  The  editors  write,  “There  is  power 
in  the  word.  ...  It  is  with  this  conviction  that  we 
took  upon  ourselves  the  task  of  making  Cuentos. 
And,  it  is  with  this  same  conviction  that  literacy 
campaigns  are  conducted  in  countries  undergoing 
socialist  revolution.” 
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White  Men’s  Black  Men 


Black  Men/White  Men: 

A  Gay  Anthology 

Edited  by  Michael  J.  Smith 
Gay  Sunshine  Press 
San  Francisco 
283  pp.,  $8.95 

Reviewed  by  Reginald  Shepherd 


Language  is  power.  That’s  a  truism  popular 
among  fashionable  intellectuals  and,  like  all 
truisms,  it  is  at  most  half  true.  I  suspect  that 
those  who  believe  it  to  be  more  than  half  true  have 
never  been  confronted  with  power  in  its  more  im¬ 
mediate  and  unmediated  forms.  Language  is  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  power;  control  of  language  is  a 
manifestation  and  an  auxiliary  of  power.  The  words 
we  use  determine  the  shape  of  our  world,  but  the 
words  we  use  are  determined  by  those  who  control 
that  world.  We  can  be  certain  that  those  who  control 
the  language  of  a  society  control  the  material  rela¬ 
tions  of  that  society  but  not  because  of  their  control 
of  language;  control  of  language  is  a  corollary  of 
social  control.  Language  turns  power  into  nature. 

We  can  be  equally  sure  that  those  without  their 
own  language  are  without  power  in  their  society. 
Language  determines  modes  of  thought;  to  lack  a 
language  of  one’s  own  makes  it  more  difficult  to 
resist  the  dominant  power  structures  for  one’s  own 
ends  (by  those  strategies  Elizabeth  Janeway  calls 
“the  powers  of  the  weak’’).  This  is  as  true  for  the  op¬ 
pressed  individual  whose  identity  has  been  defined  by 
others  as  it  is  for  the  oppressed  group  or  category  (the 
category  being  the  group  as  defined  by  others).  It  is 
not  that  to  be  silent  is  to  be  powerless,  but  that  to  be 
powerless  is  to  be  silent. 

In  America,  groups  without  a  language  of  their 
own  with  which  to  present  themselves  to  the  world, 
or  groups  whose  language  has  been  taken  away  from 
them,  are  unheard  groups.  A  group  without  a  voice  of 
its  own  is  to  that  extent  a  non-existent  group.  The 
struggle  to  take  control  of  one’s  own  language  and  to 
construct  one’s  own  images  has  been  and  is  a  vital 
part  of  all  liberation  movements.  Until  recently  gay 
men  were  a  voiceless  group;  women  have  been  such  a 
group;  preeminently  in  America,  blacks  have  been 
such  a  group  (as  have  all  other  non-white  groups;  but 
the  American  consciousness  and  the  American  im¬ 
agination  —  the  white  imagination  —  divide  the 
world  dualistically  and  the  terms  of  that  duality  are 
black  and  white,  a  point  Charley  Shively  touches 
upon  in  his  essay  in  the  volume  under  review). 

This  speechlessness,  this  denial  of  a  voice  to  those 
who  are  not  white,  is  perpetuated  in  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  and  the  gay  subculture.  The  voice  of  gay  male 
literature  and  polemic  is  the  voice  of  a  white  man  just 
as  the  voice  of  feminist  and  lesbian  feminist  literature 
is  the  voice  of  a  white  woman,  though  recently  les¬ 
bian  women  of  color  have  made  their  voices  heard. 
Although  its  spokesmen  do  not  hesitate  to  parallel 
their  oppression  with  that  of  blacks,  the  gay  male 
community  has  chosen  to  ignore  the  voices  of  black 
gay  men.  In  the  gay  community  (I  use  this  word 
cautiously),  the  black  man  is  usually  invisible,  except 
as  an  exotic  and  purely  sexual  novelty,  and  always 
unheard.  That  is  why  I  eagerly  anticipated  the  an¬ 
nounced  publication  of  Black  Men /White  Men;  at 
last,  I  thought,  my  voice  would  be  heard,  my  ex¬ 
perience  would  be  made  real  through  writing.  We  — 
I  —  desperately  need  a  book  like  this,  many  books 
like  this,  and  when  1  say  “we’’  I  mean  not  just  black 
gay  men  but  white  gay  men  as  well,  who  need  to 
recognize  and  acknowledge  us.  Unfortunately,  Black 
Men/ White  Men  is  not  the  book  we  need.  In  many 
ways  it  is  exactly  the  contrary  of  that  needed  book  or, 
rather,  that  needed  library.  I  found  Black 
Men/  White  Men  not  only  disappointing  but  in  many 
ways  infuriating. 

Let  me  begin  with  the  most  basic  elements:  the 
editor  and  the  contributors.  The  editor  of  this  an¬ 
thology,  in  which,  as  the  cover  copy  all  too  accurate¬ 
ly  states,  “For  the  first  time,  the  Black  and  inter¬ 
racial  gay  male  experience  in  white  America”  is 
literarily  portrayed,  is  white.  I  don’t  doubt  the 
sincerity  of  Michael  Smith’s  opposition  to  racism, 
though  I  think  (as  I  shall  indicate  later)  that  he  is 
more  racist  than  he  knows;  nonetheless,  if  black  gay 
men  are  to  take  control  of  our  own  language  and  the 
production  of  our  own  images,  it  cannot  and  must 
not  be  under  the  tutelage,  protection  or  guidance  of  a 
white  man,  no  matter  how  well  intentioned  or  sym¬ 
pathetic.  There  is  an  unavoidable  patronization  in¬ 
volved  in  any  discourse  in  which  an  outsider  defines 
the  space  and  sets  the  terms  of  that  discourse.  Sym¬ 


pathy  is  always  a  slightly  insulting  emotion,  and  em¬ 
pathy  can  never  be  more  than  partial.  Sympathy 
assumes  a  position  of  superiority  on  the  part  of  the 
sympathizer  and  empathy  on  the  part  of  an  oppressor 
toward  an  oppressed  person  or  group  (and  every 
white  in  America,  consciously  racist  or  not,  is  an  op¬ 
pressor  and  an  accomplice  in  oppression)  always 
resolves  itself  into  one  or  another  variety  of  pity.  I 
am  speaking  of  what  Adrienne  Rich  calls  “the  sym¬ 
bolism  which  pervades  any  arrangement  made  by  a 
dominant  group  for  the  less  powerful  or  the 
powerless.” 

However  enlightened  Michael  Smith’s  racial 
awareness,  he  is  a  white  man  defining  the  terms  on 
which  black  men  may  speak;  as  editor,  his  choices 
and  biases,  many  of  them  unconscious,  determine  the 
context  of  this  anthology.  In  short,  he  joins  the  long 
tradition  in  this  country  of  white  men  presuming  to 
speak  for  black  men. 

From  the  interview  included  in  this  book,  I  would 
say  Michael  Smith  lacks  a  grasp  of  the  function  of 
structural  oppression,  both  economic  and  social,  as 
well  as  failing  to  realize  fully  that  all  whites,  “racist” 
or  not,  derive  economic,  social  and  psychological  ad¬ 
vantages  from  this  structural  oppression;  thus  to 
combat  one’s  own  racism  is  more  than  a  matter  of 
“opening  one’s  eyes;”  it  is  a  matter  of  consciously 
and  deliberately  renouncing  privilege,  and  while  in¬ 
dividuals  may  on  occasion  choose  to  do  so,  classes 
never  do  —  and  the  problem  is  a  class  problem,  not 
simply  one  of  the  racism  of  any  individual  or  group. 

In  that  same  interview,  Smith  says,  “White  men 
who  are  into  Black  men  are  isolated  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  —  the  only  time  we  recognized  each  other 
before  was  when  we’d  lock  horns  over  a  trick  in  the 
bar.  And  for  Black  men  BWMT  offered  a  safe  en¬ 
vironment  where  they  knew  they  weren’t  going  to  be 
rejected  because  of  their  race.”  The  drift  of  this 
statement  is  clear:  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
was  founded  as  an  organization  for  white  men  who 
wanted  to  have  sex  with  black  men.  The  black 
members  of  the  organization  are  mentioned  almost 
as  an  afterthought,  present  merely  as  sex  objects, 
“tricks,”  the  assumption  being  that  of  course  they 
are  interested  and  willing  in  acting  out  such  a  role. 
BWMT  is  said  to  give  them  simply  a  place  where  they 
are  allowed  to  be.  (And  isn’t  that  the  way  it  has  been 
in  America?  The  black  man  is  never  more  than  al¬ 
lowed  to  exist  —  as  a  slave,  as  a  clown  or  “minstrel,” 
as  an  object  of  sexual  fantasies  and  sexual  fears.) 

It  struck  me  each  time  I  went  through  this  book 
that  Black  Men/ White  Men,  like  the  organization,  is 
for  white  men.  I  will  use  the  illustrations  as  an  exam¬ 
ple:  except  for  the  photograph  of  former  Dodger 
Glenn  Burke,  all  the  photographs  in  the  book  are  of 
naked  black  men  with  big  cocks  (to  put  it  crudely), 


kindly  furnished  by  Sierra  Domino,  described  in  the 
contributor’s  notes  as  “the  major  US  firm  dealing 
with  positive  imagery  of  the  nude  Black  male,” 
which  I  guess  is  true  and  either  sad  or  irritating, 
depending  on  the  stance  one  chooses.  My  only 
previous  encounter  with  Sierra  Domino  has  been 
through  their  ads  and  photos  in  Gay  Sunshine :  “Is  it 
true  what  they  say  about  black  men?  Why  don’t  you 
find  out  for  yourself.”  To  me,  that  is  racist  exploita¬ 
tion  of  sexual  stereotypes.  The  photographs  in  this 
book  pander  to  white  male  fantasies.  (I  am  not  aware 
of  the  racial  identity  of  Calvin  Anderson,  proprietor 
of  Sierra  Domino,  but  it  is  apparent  from  his  adver¬ 
tising  approach  that  he  knows  who  his  audience  is.) 

I  was  similarly  struck  by  the  writing  in  the  book.  A 
large  proportion,  if  not  the  majority,  of  the  con¬ 
tributors  appear  by  my  count  to  be  white.  (I  normally 
deplore  the  kind  of  literary  quota-fixing  which  usual¬ 
ly  prompts  commentators  to  such  counts,  but  it  does 
seem  to  be  a  crucial  issue  in  a  book  which  purports  to 
speak  of  the  black  gay  male  experience  and  not  white 
perceptions  of  that  experience  or  white  fantasies  of 
the  black  male  as  sexual  image.)  A  large  proportion 
of  the  stories  and  poems  in  the  book  deal  primarily 
with  sexual  fantasies  or  wish  fulfillments  (as  does,  of 
course,  a  great  deal,  perhaps  the  greater  proportion, 
of  current  gay  male  literature,  which  choses  blindness  to 
other  facets  of  gay  life  and  is  the  material  for 
another  essay).  I  have  no  objection  to  this  in  itself, 
though  I  must  say  that  in  general  I  find  my  own  sex¬ 
ual  fantasies  more  interesting  than  anyone  else’s;  the 
same  quite  obviously  holds  for  this  volume’s  con¬ 
tributors.  Sexual  fantasies,  I  suspect,  are  far  more 
enthralling  to  write  than  to  read;  circumscribed  by 
the  printed  word,  they  acquire  a  certain  mechanical 
quality.  In  the  context  of  this  anthology,  however, 
the  content  of  those  fantasies  is  offensive:  oqce 
again,  the  specter  of  the  big  black  buck  with  a  big 
black  cock  rears  its  head  (so  to  speak).  In  Richard 
Royal’s  “Black  Angel”  we  have  this  “black  angel’s” 
“crotch-busting  bluejeans;”  the  protagonist  of  “The 
Long  Hard  Run”  had  “one  great  big  black  dick” 
(the  story  deals  with  this  character’s  rage  at  white  gay 
men’s  racism  and  racial/sexual  objectifying,  yet  still 
embodies  the  fantasy  image  of  the  black  male);  in 
Will  Inman’s  dialogue-poem  “tenderness  more 
fiercer  than  torture”  it  is  the  black  man’s  voice  which 
speaks  in  a  stilted  and  sterotypical  plantation  diction 
(“Then  hi  come  we  cain’t  jes  let  go?”  —  perhaps 
Butterfly  McQueen  would  have  said  such  a  line  to 
Miss  Scarlett);  the  “dark-skinned  street  boy”  of 
Richard  Royal’s  poem  “Passerby”  is  seen  as  existing 
Continued  on  Book  Review  page  6 


BOOK  BOOK  BOOK  BOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW 


Page  2  •  Book  Review  •  Gay  Community  News  •  April,  1984 


BOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  C 

REVIEW 

BOOK 

3AY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  ( 

REVIEW 

BOOK 

SAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  ( 

REVIEW 

BOOK 

SAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

REVIEW 

Leathermen  and  Chi-chi  Queens 


Moritz! 

By  Bob  Herron 
Calamus  Books 
New  York 
213  pp.,  $6.95 


Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 


Three  years  ago  when  Felice  Picano  published 
his  anthology  of  gay  writing,  A  True  Likeness, 
one  of  its  treats  was  a  longish  prose  piece  en¬ 
titled  “Moritz  Goes  to  a  Garden  Party.”  Written  in 
an  archly  archaic  style,  it  detailed  the  fateful  meeting 
of  a  heavy-duty  orgy  with  the  pissiest  of  afternoon 
cocktail  brunches.  It  was  a  wonderful  mixture  of 
leathermen,  chi-chi  queens  and  the  gay  world  in 
general.  It  was  a  perfect  piece  in  and  of  itself,  in  fact 
so  perfect  that  upon  discovering  that  it  was  only  a 
section  of  a  longer  work  you  wondered  whether  more 
of  the  same  might  not  be  pushing  both  the  author’s 
and  the  reader’s  luck.  Well,  Moritz!  has  made  its  way 
in  its  entirety  into  print  and  proves  itself  not  only 
equal  to,  but  much  better  than  the  promise  of  its 
part. 

Moritz!  bills  itself  as  a  “comic  novel”  and 
although  parts  of  it  are  wonderfully,  belly-laughing, 
tears-in-your-eyes  funny,  it  has,  as  all  great  comic 
works  do,  a  deep,  much  darker  underside.  Herron  is 
an  acute  social  observer — of  both  the  straight  and 
gay  world— -but  he  does  not  settle  for  the  simpler 
forms  of  social  satire  that  you  might  find  in  a 
happier,  more  easily  satisfied  writer;  Herron’s  wit  is 
sharp  as  fang  and  claw.  And  he  usually  goes  for  the 
throat. 

There  have  been  very  few  really  funny  (or  even 
partly  funny)  gay  novels:  Rita  Mae  Brown’s 
Rubyfruit  Jungle,  Edward  Swift’s  Splendora,  Richard 
Friedel’s  The  Movie  Lover.  Friedel’s  world  is  a 
gay  fairy  tale  in  which  the  secret  wishes  of  every  small 
queen  can  come  true.  Swift  is  a  generous  social  critic, 
his  observations  of  small-town  life  are  funny, 
engaging,  and,  like  the  short  stories  of  Eudora 
Welty,  Splendora  is  more  interested  in  exploring  the 
variety  of  human  foibles  than  in  exposing  them. 
Rubyfruit  is  wonderful  social  satire,  but  Brown’s 
world  always  breaks  down  into  the  funny,  witty  gay 
people  and  the  awful,  stupid  straights;  it  is  a 
celebration  of  gay  life,  much  needed  at  a  time  when 
gay  life  did  not  exist  in  the  public  imagination,  but  its 
vision  of  heroes  and  villains  seem  naive  now,  no  less 
funny,  but  quaint,  as  remembrances  from  childhood. 
With  Moritz!  Herron  brings  the  gay  novel  into  a 
certain  hard-edged  maturity.  Like  Gulliver’s  Travels 
or  Huckleberry  Finn,  the  world  of  Moritz!  is  funny, 
but  it’s  bleak;  we  tend  not  to  laugh  with  the 
characters  but  more  often  at  them;  the  comic 
mishaps  occur  not  so  much  because  of  human  foibles 
or  failings  but  because  of  cruelty,  stupidity  and 
greed.  Hidden  beneath  the  beautifully  constructed 
prose  and  form  of  an  intricately  plotted,  almost  18th 
century,  picaresque  novel  beats  the  cold  heart  of  a 
not  quite  dyed-in-the-wool  cynic  and  misanthrope. 

Moritz!  details  the  adventures  of  its  hero,  who 
leaves  his  home  in  Weede  County  to  come  to  New 
York.  Moritz  is  a  young,  healthy  country  boy  who 
possesses  three  qualities  to  help  him  make  his  way  in 
the  city:  a  sweet  naivete,  a  fresh  open  face  and  an 
eleven-inch  dick.  While  only  one  of  these  might  make 
any  hero  immediate  prey  to  city  ways,  all  three  help 
Moritz  manage  to  get  through  a  cityscape  that 
resembles  a  Hogarth  engraving,  re-photographed  by 
Diane  Arbus  and  then  written  up  by  Alexander  Pope. 
Herron  has  opted  for  the  mock-epic  tone  (the  novel 
even  begins  in  media  res  and  then  flashes  back  to 
anthropological  history  to  explain  where  our  hero’s 
outsized  equipment  came  from).  But  his  characteri¬ 
zations,  while  not  grotesque,  range  from  lampoon  to 
vicious  caricature.  Since  Moritz  is  the  innocent  let 
loose  in  an  episodic  novel,  everything  that  can 
happen  does.  Cheated  out  of  cab  fare  by  an  aging 
balding  queen  (Herron  delights  in  using  the  most 
prototypical  physical  stereotypes  to  characterize 
people  and  races:  yes,  the  book  is  racist,  unless  you 
are  willing  to  see  this  as  just  one  more  swipe  against 
all  humankind),  Moritz  soon  finds  himself  accident¬ 
ally  fist-fucked  by  two  (rather  sweet)  lesbians  and 
then  within  no  time  performing  the  infamous 
“Tony’s  act,”  naked  on  the  stage  of  a  sex  bar  in  the 
Village.  And  those  are  just  the  First  three  chapters. 
But  if  Herron’s  view  of  individuals  is  harsh — and 


he  gives  them  all  such  Restoration  names:  a  law  firm 
called  Lye,  Cheet  &  Swindal — his  view  of  gay  male 
social  life  is  unfailingly  cutting.  The  archaiac 
narrative  structure  gives  Herron  plenty  of  chances  to 
step  in  and  explain  things  to  the  reader  in  a  manner 


reminiscent  of  Fielding  or  Smollet.  While  in  the  fuck 
bar  Moritz  realizes  that  the  more  “attractive”  men 
are  in  the  lighted  room,  while  the  less  desirable 
remain  in  a  darker  room: 

Fortunate,  then,  the  man  who  realizes  when  he  has 
passed  from  being  a  movie-room  stud  and  has  been 
transformed  by  age  and  experience  into  a  dark-room 
stud;  or  put  more  brutally,  from  a  first-class  number 
to  a  second-class  one.  .  .  .  Everybody  eventually 
moves  into  the  dark  room,  of  course.  But  only  fools 
move  too  soon,  and  masochists  too  late. 


Dumb  Stories 

On  the  Line 

Edited  by  Ian  Young 
Crossing  Press 
Trutnansburg,  New  York 
208  pp.,  $6.95 

Reviewed  by  Alan  Neff 


On  the  Line,  an  anthology  of  new  fiction  by  gay 
male  authors  in  the  form  of  short  stories,  is 
now  available  in  paperback  at  your  book¬ 
store,  and  so  the  question  of  what  to  do  with  your 
evenings  has  been  all  settled.  Ian  Young,  the  editor  of 
this  unusual  collection  of  stories,  writes  in  the 
introduction  that,  “ On  the  Line  is  the  first  collection 
of  contemporary  work  of  gay  fiction  written  since  the 
Stonewall  rebellion  of  1969.”  Young  thinks  that  the 
riot  at  the  Stonewall  tavern  in  New  York  City  marked 
the  point  where  “homosexual  emancipation  entered 
its  more  assertive  phase.”  Thus  I  expected  from  the 
short  stories  in  On  the  Line  a  sincere  awareness  of  the 
new  social  and  political  upheavals  occurring  in  our 
country.  Perhaps  I  expected  a  word  or  two  about  the 
effects  of  gay  oppression  on  people,  some  tidbit  to 
coincide  with  my  new  awakening  of  gay  spirit. 

One  of  the  short  stories  in  the  anthology,  “The 
Passionate  Friends”  by  Edmund  White,  involves  the 
relationship  of  a  couple  of  college  students,  in  this 
case  a  man  and  woman,  who  discover  they  are  really 
gay.  At  the  end,  the  woman  states,  “We  liked  each 
other  so  much  we  imagined  we  were  in  love.  We  knew 
we  were  not  just  friends  so  we  assumed  we  must  be 
lovers.  If  not  A  then  B.  But  there  is  a  C — call  it 
passionate  friends.  That’s  what  we  are.”  She  forgot 
D.  Call  it  Dumb.  That’s  what  the  story  is. 

In  “Three  Friends”  by  Jerry  Rosco  there  are  a 
husband  and  wife,  Lucien  and  Jacquelyn;  a  young 
man  not  yet  20  whose  name  is  Serge;  a  gentle  man, 
Paul;  and  the  star  of  this  soap  opera,  Phillip. 
Everyone  in  this  story  is  young  and  very  beautiful, 
especially  Phillip,  who,  and  I  quote,  “dropped  his 


Since  the  surge  of  gay  publishing  began  ten  years 
ago,  writers  and  publishers  of  small  presses — and 
mainstream  presses  when  they  deemed  it  marketable 
— have  been  portraying  the  gay  world  in  fairly  posi¬ 
tive  terms.  After  all,  after  so  much  bad  rap,  gay 
presses  felt  that  the  other  side  desperately  deserved 
equal  time.  And  many  of  the  novels  that  have  been 
published,  both  good  and  bad,  have  been  unrelent¬ 
ingly  positive  in  their  approach.  In  Moritz!  Bob 
Herron  makes  a  break  and  opens  up  with  a  machine- 
gun-fire  inside  look  at  the  less  favorable,  less  kind 
side  of  gay  male  life.  The  only  other  person  who  has 
explored  this  territory  successfully  is  John  Mitzel  in 
his  collection  Some  Short  Stories  About  Nasty 
People  l  Don’t  Like.  (Larry  Kramer’s  Faggots  might 
be  included  but  it  is  too  self-satisfied  to  be  good 
satire.)  Like  all  good  18th  century  novels — and 
Moritz!  (along  with  Tom  Jones  and  Candide)  is  very 
much  an  18th  century  novel — there  is  a  moral  center. 
The  bottom  line  here  is  that  while  sex  is  great,  it  must 
never  be  placed  over  good  politics.  In  “Moritz  Does 
a  Job”  the  message  is  brought  home  in  a  beautifully 
honed,  classically  constructed  little  story. 

For  all  his  satiric  lashing  out  at  both  the  straight 
and  gay  worlds  Herron  comes  back  to  a  serious  and 
somewhat  moving  base.  Moritz!  is  funny,  sometimes 
it’s  really  funny.  But  it’s  distanced  and  cold  without 
being  callous,  analytical  and  critical  without  giving 
into  dispair.  Despite  the  comedy  and  the  cleverness  I 
suspect  that  some  people  might  be  uncomfortable 
with  Moritz!',  it’s  unpleasant  truths  are  not  hidden, 
but  highlighted.  But  that  is  all  to  its  credit.  Unlike 
much  other  gay  literature  being  written,  Moritz! 
doesn’t  pander,  doesn’t  obscure  and  doesn’t  offer 
illusions.  Smart  and  sharp,  it’s  one  of  the  first  signs 
that  gay  literature  is  growing  up. 


bath  towel  to  the  floor,  and  the  sight  of  his  body, 
hard,  flawless,  broke  something  deep  in  Paul.  Serge 
looked  at  Phillip,  whose  powerful  blue  eyes  and  long 
hair  gave  him  the  look  of  a  celebrity  ...  his  usual 
look.”  The  cliched  characters  kill  this  story.  As  if 
that  isn’t  enough,  Phillip  himself  is  killed,  rolling  off 
the  roof  of  a  friend’s  house  when  drunk.  The  rest  of 
the  story  is  concerned  with  how  much  everyone  loved 
Phillip,  “the  vision  of  male  beauty,  with  lean  body 
and  shining  black  hair  and  strong  blue  eyes  full  of 
kindness,  with  a  dozen  lovers  who  would  never  forget 
him.”  That,  my  friends,  is  living!  However,  the  story 
itself  is  anemic,  and  terminally  so. 

The  best  story  in  On  the  Line  is  “Under  the 
Hollywood  Sign,”  an  eerie,  surreal  story  by  Tom 
Reamy  involving  a  burnt-out  Hollywood  policeman 
pursuing  a  luxurious,  young  red-haired  man  who 
keeps  showing  up  at  car  wrecks  and  hotel  fires — any 
place  where  people  are  dying.  Eventually,  the 
policeman  discovers  there  are  several  of  these 
beautiful  but  emotionless  and  strange  red-haired  men 
roaming  about.  He  captures  one  of  these  clones  and 
absconds  to  an  isolated  cabin  for  a  month.  At  this 
point  in  the  story  there  are  several  questions  I  could 
have  asked,  like  for  instance  how  does  one  disappear 
for  a  whole  month  and  what  is  this  science  fiction 
story  doing  in  an  otherwise  realistic  day-to-day 
collection  of  short  stories?  We  soon  discover  that  this 
red-haired  beauty  is  from  another  planet  and  he  must 
continue  sucking  up  the  life-giving  forces  from  dying 
people  to  survive.  Pretty  kinky!  Perhaps  there  was  an 
analogy  in  this  story  about  how  we  sap  our  strength 
trying  to  idolize  youth  instead  of  finding  value  in  all 
people,  including  ourselves. 

Or  perhaps  this  story  and  the  others  in  On  the  Line 
present  no  remarkable  romance,  no  literary  strength 
and  no  courageous  purpose  of  mind.  Caught  up  in 
this  funnel  of  tripe  are  otherwise  notable  authors 
such  as  Felice  Picano,  William  S.  Burroughs  and 
Daniel  Curzon. 

Gay  fiction  willl  achieve  critical  esteem  and  then 
possibly  cross  over  into  mainstream  popularity  only 
when  there  is  some  shred  of  redeeming  value  in  the 
artistic  work:  On  the  Line  does  not  qualify. 
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Quintessential  Narcissism 


The  Paris  and  New  York  Diaries 
of  Ned  Rorem 

North  Point  Press 
San  Francisco 
399  pp.,  $15.00 

Reviewed  by  Richard  Knisely 


By  the  mid  1950s  the  great  wave  of  American  ex¬ 
patriates  in  Paris  —  the  “lost  generation”  — 
had  passed.  Those  who  basked  in  the  placid 
waters  of  that  period  enjoyed  neither  the  stigma  nor 
the  attention  of  their  predecessors.  In  his  late  twen¬ 
ties  and  already  at  the  peak  of  his  fame,  Ned  Rorem 
moved  in  a  special  light.  He  was  a  kind  of  American 
Apollo,  blessed  with  godly  good  looks  and  touched 
with  the  gift  of  song.  Rorem  charmed  his  way  into 
the  hearts  and  homes  of  the  great  names  in  Continen¬ 
tal  culture. 

Something  of  an  enfant  terrible ,  he  was  as 
notorious  as  he  was  praised.  His  notoriety,  however, 
arose  from  his  personality  rather  than  his  music, 
which  has  never  been  controversial  in  style.  His 
behavior  won  him  as  much  notice  as  his  charming 
and  lovely  songs,  and  we  owe  it  to  the  artist  himself 
for  leaving  us  a  record  of  these  years  and  of  that 
behiavior.  His  Paris  Diary  and  New  York  Diary,  first 
published  in  1966  and  1967  respectively,  have  been 
re-released  in  a  new  one-volume  edition  by  North 
Point  Press. 

Rorem’s  diaries  have  always  found  a  following. 
His  gift  for  verbal  invention  matches  his  musical  elo¬ 
quence  and  is,  perhaps,  accessible  to  a  wider  au¬ 
dience,  art  music  no  longer  being  a  medium  of  mass 
appeal.  Combining  the  essayist’s  sharp-eyed  insight 
with  the  gossip  columnist’s  verbal  voyeurism,  the 
flasher’s  delight  in  self-revelation  and  the  poet’s 
talent  for  dressing  the  everyday  in  newest  clothes,  he 
has  provided  a  personal  record  of  thought  and  action 
that  has  neither  precedent  nor  peer  in  American  let¬ 
ters.  Add  to  that  his  deliciously  sensual  expose  of  a 
life  of  continual  lust  on  the  night  streets  of  gay  Paris 
and  New  York,  and  you  have  a  formula  for  a  cor¬ 
nerstone  work  of  contemporary  gay  literature. 

Yet  in  a  body  of  work  that  is  often  hungering  for 
some  real  substance,  Rorem’s  writing  has  never  quite 
found  its  place.  His  are  those  cultural  obscurities  that 


Paul  Brouil let te 

most  people  pass  over  in  occasional  issues  of 
Christopher  Street,  those  volumes  of  essays  that 
gather  dust  (along  with  those  of  his  friend,  the 
lamentably  lost  Paul  Goodman)  on  corner  shelves  in 
bookstores  both  gay  and  straight.  His  is  the  music 
that  everyone  has  heard  of  but  few  have  heard. 
Rorem  himself  is  to  blame  for  some  of  this  slippage: 
his  later  volumes  of  writings  tend  to  be  more  erudite 
than  delightful,  lacking  (inevitably?)  the  lusty, 
outrageous,  sometimes  tasteless  romanticism  of  his 
youth.  In  a  literature  saturated  with  flimsy  murder 


mysteries  and  painful  boys’-own-stories,  these  anec¬ 
dotes  of  endless  soirees  with  the  Parisian  elite  and 
restless  nights  lurking  in  alleyways  have  not  quite 
found  their  slot.  A  major  mishap.  These  first  two 
diaries,  at  least,  deserve  to  be  read  by  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  music,  sex,  culture,  gay  life,  self- 
knowledge,  cinema  or  fine  writing. 

The  Ned  Rorem  found  in  the  Paris  Diary  of  1951 
to  ’55  is  that  quintessential  American  hero:  a  nar¬ 
cissist.  More  obsessed  than  anyone  else  with  his  own 
Continued  on  Book  Review  page  6 


Fuel  for  the  Struggle 


How  to  Suppress  Women’s  Writing 

By  Joanna  Russ 
University  of  Texas  Press 
Austin 
159  pp. 


Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 


The  versatile  Joanna  Russ  is  always  pulling 
something  new  out  of  her  magical  bag  of 
surprises.  How  to  Suppress  Women’s  Writing 
is  her  latest  venture  into  yet  another  literary  format. 
Best  known  for  science  fiction  novels,  including  The 
Female  Man,  she  is  also  the  author  of  many  highly 
regarded  short  stories.  A  few  years  ago  she  published 
a  non-science  fiction  novel,  the  beautifully  written 
coming-out  story  On  Strike  Against  God.  Although 
I’ve  never  seen  her  academic  writing,  she  is  a 
professor  of  English  at  the  University  of  Washington 
and  I  suspect  she  has  entries  in  that  line,  also. 

Russ  has  always  been  outspoken  in  her  fiction 
about  the  unfair  treatment  of  women,  both 
throughout  the  earth’s  history  and  in  her  accounts  of 
imaginary  universes.  How  To  Suppress  seems  like  an 
integration  of  her  many  fields  of  interest,  as  it  is  a 
non-fiction  argument  on  a  specific  aspect  of 
discrimination  against  women.  In  the  prologue,  Russ 
describes  this  book  not  as  a  history  but  as  an  analytic 
tool  revealing  patterns  in  the  suppression  of  women’s 
writing. 

Each  chapter  is  an  expansion  of  a  cliche  about 
women’s  writing.  The  cover  of  the  book  concisely 
sums  up  the  cliches  and  the  arguments  by  using  red 
and  black  type  (substituted  here  by  using  bold  and 
italic  type): 

She  didn’t  write  it.  But  if  it’s  clear  she  did  the  deed 
. . .  She  wrote  it,  but  she  shouldn’t  have.  It’s 


political,  sexual,  masculine,  feminist.  She  wrote  it, 
but  look  what  she  wrote  about.  The  bedroom,  the 
kitchen,  her  family.  Other  women!  She  wrote  it,  but 
she  wrote  only  one  of  it.  “ Jane  Eyre,  poor  dear, 
that’s  all  she  ever  ...”  She  wrote  it,  but  she  isn’t 
really  an  artist  and  it  isn’t  really  art.  It’s  a  thriller,  a 
romance,  a  children’s  book.  It’s  sci-fi!  She  wrote  it, 
but  she  had  help.  Robert  Browning,  Branwell 
Bronte,  Her  own  ‘masculine  side.’”  She  wrote  it,  but 
she’s  an  anomaly.  Woolf.  With  Leonard’s  help  . . . 

She  wrote  it  but  ...” 

If  you’re  now  thinking  that  those  few  sentences 
sum  up  the  whole  book  and  now  it’s  not  necessary  to 
read  it,  you  will  be  underestimating  the  very  talented 
Russ  and  depriving  yourself  of  a  highly  entertaining 
and  enlightening  reading  experience.  Each  chapter  is 
crammed  with  fascinating  anecdotes  to  prove  the 
thesis,  most  of  them  from  the  worlds  of  academia 
and  science  fiction.  For  example,  Russ  quotes  Robert 
Silverberg’s  1975  introduction  to  a  collection  of  work 
by  the  then  unknown  science  fiction  writer  James 
Tiptree,  Jr.: 

There  is  to  me  something  ineluctably  masculine 
about  Tiptree’s  writing  ...  his  work  is  analogous  to 
that  of  Hemingway  . . .  that  prevailing  masculinity 
about  both  of  them  —  that  preoccupation  with 
questions  of  courage,  with  absolute  values,  with  the 
mysteries  and  passions  of  life  and  death  as  revealed 
by  extreme  physical  tests. 

Two  years  later,  in  1977,  after  enjoying  tremendous 
acclaim  for  such  outstanding  writing,  the  mysterious 
Tiptree  revealed  herself  to  be  a  61-year-old  woman 
named  Alice  Sheldon.  This  is  typical  of  hundreds  of 
anecdotes  in  this  book  that  entertain,  inform  and 
enrage.  Those  who  often  find  themselves  arguing  for 
greater  opportunitites  for  women  will  find  here  much 
fuel  for  the  struggle.  And  those  who  have  been 
declaiming  the  aforementioned  cliches  should  read 
this  book  and  then  see  if  they  can  maintain  their 
positions. 


The  thesis  of  this  book  is  applicable  to  many  other 
fields  in  which  women  are  discriminated  against,  and 
it  also  can  be  applied  to  discrimination  against  the 
work  of  other  minorities.  Russ’  afterword  which  she 
describes  as  poetic  justice,”  tells  of  her  defensive 
reaction  after  she  and  a  roomful  of  other  white 
feminists  were  called  racist  and  homophobic  by  Elly 
Bulkin  (a  white  lesbian  who  has  been  identifying 
racism  in  feminist  and  lesbian  literature).  Although 
initially  she  found  herself  making  the  same  kind  of 
rationalizations  that  she  accuses  men  of  making  in 
regard  to  women’s  writing,  Russ  began  an  extensive 
look  at  writing  by  women  of  color,  and  was  rewarded 
by  an  appreciation  for  a  whole  new  area  of  literature. 
Furthermore,  she  was  forced  to  face  her  own 
prejudices: 

It’s  very  difficult  to  convey  to  others  that  sudden 
access  of  light,  that  soundless  blow,  which  changes 
forever  one’s  map  of  the  world.  After  complaining 
about  exclusivity  from  the  victim’s  viewpoint,  I  had 
then  spent  four  years  as  a  cultural  solipsist  myself  . . . 

It’s  a  very  unexpected  ending,  even  for  a  book  full 
of  surprises! 

I  recommend  How  to  Suppress  both  for  its 
entertainment  and  informational  value.  It  is  a 
reference  book  that  you’ll  want  to  keep  handy  for  the 
many  times  when  arguments  on  this  topic  occur. 
Those  of  you  in  literature  courses  may  want  to  slip  a 
copy  into  an  instructor’s  briefcase.  I’d  personally  like 
to  see  a  band  of  Feminist  Literary  Guerillas  slipping 
excerpts  from  this  book  into  library  books  and 
pasting  them  to  the  walls  of  literature  departments 
everywhere.  And  most  of  all,  if  you  are  an  aspiring 
writer  who  has  felt  “blocked,”  I  think  this  book  may 
bring  more  relief  than  years  on  the  psychiatrist’s 
couch.  How  to  Suppress  Women’s  Writing  is  the 
finest  recent  example  I’ve  seen  of  that  feminist  adage 
that  has  itself  almost  been  suppressed  lately,  THE 
PERSONAL  IS  POLITICAL! 
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Snaking  Out  the  World 


Vital  Provisions 

The  Sacrifices 

By  Reynolds  Price 

By  Ernest  Bidart 

Atheneum 

Vintage  Press 

New  York 

New  York 

93  pp.,  $7.95 

63  pp.,  $5.95 

The  Sexuality  of  Christ 

in  Renaissance  Art  and  in  Modern 

Oblivion 


By  Leo  Steinberg 
In  October,  Summer  1983 
MIT  Press 
Cambridge 

222  pp.,  $8.00 


Reviewed  by  Martin  H.  Krieger 


If  you  have  an  outhouse,  before  you  go  you  send 
in  the  family  dog  —  to  get  rid  of  the  snakes.  Of 
course  what  is  interesting  is  the  dog’s  experience. 
Guilt  and  sacrifice  are  real  and  present,  actual. 
Calling  them  “symbols”  only  reminds  us  of  our 
incapacity  to  distance  from  our  selves  the 
unredeemed  quality  of  our  lives.  Our  presence  in  the 
world  is  a  mystery.  We  are  unjustified.  Being  gay  we 
have  no  easy  masks  that  allow  us  not  to  face  these 
facts  of  life.  We  go  on. 


A  portion  of  Maertem  van  Heemskerck’s  Man  of 
Sorrows. 


Scripture  and  Gospel  are  for  Christians  places 
where  their  condition  is  expressed.  Redoing  parts  of 
the  Bible,  as  have  Bidart  and  Price,  testifying  to  it  in 
their  own  terms,  is  an  owning  up  to  guilt  and 
unredeemedness.  If  you  take  Scripture  absolutely 
seriously,  as  literally  about  what  people  must  do  and 
feel,  and  you  are  gay  —  so  that  sexuality  is  something 
you  cannot  take  as  given  —  redoing  the  Bible  is 
bound  to  be  blasphemous.  A  relationship  with  Jesus 
makes  sense,  his  grace  must  come  in  a  specific  form. 
It  is  a  palpable  sexuality,  manifest  if  you  happen  to 
think  of  it.  The  guilt  is  not  in  the  world  of  morality 
and  no-no’s,  but  rather  in  the  world  of  our  necessary 
relationships  to  each  other,  their  confoundings  of 
motives  and  desires,  the  meeting  places  (in  those 
outhouses  and  their  descendants)  on  this  Earth.  How 
are  we  to  be  present  to  this  world  as  it  is? 

So  I  went  on  toward  him 
And  nobody  stopped  me.  His  gaze  never  broke — 

No  recognition,  no  warning  —  but  when 
I  was  three  steps  short  of  his  face. 

He  said  “Would  the  hens  go  into  the  house?” 

I  said  “Yes.”  Then  he  said  he  was  sorry. 

I  understood  he  didn’t  mean  the  hens; 

But  before  I  could  ask“For  what?”  or  forgive  him. 
The  guard  grabbed  my  shoulder  with  far  more 
strength 

Than  he  held  Jesus  with. 

I  stood  a  long  moment, 
Wrenched  back  hard.  He  held  onto  Jesus 
But  struggled  with  me  enough  to  tear  my  shirt. 


Then  Jesus  said  “Leave.”  1  tore  clean  free, 

Stood  another  instant  naked.  The  guard 
Called  for  help,  but  by  then  I  was  dark. 

—  from  “Naked  Boy”  in  The  Sacrifice 

Most  of  the  poetry  is  not  explicitly  biblical.  Bidart  writes 
of  his  mother,  yet  it  is  in  terms  of  Augustine  and  Monica; 
and  of  “The  War  of  Vaslov  Nijinsky  and  Diaghilev,  of  son 
and  father. 

—  Many  times  Diaghilev  wanted  me 
to  make  love  to  him 

as  if  he  were 
a  woman — ; 

I  did.  I  refuse  to 
regret  it. 

At  first,  I  felt  humiliated  for  him, — 

he  saw  this.  He  got  angry 
and  said,  “I  enjoy  it!” 

Then,  more  caimly,  he  said, 

“Vatza,  we  must  not  regret  what  we  feel.  ” 

—I  REGRETTED 

what  I  FELT  . . .  Not 

making  love,  but  that  since  the  beginning 
I  wanted  to  leave  him  . . . 

That  I  stayed 

Each  Petal  in 
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The  name  Alice  Walker  has  become  a  household 
item.  This  is  definitely  a  mixed  blessing;  yes,  I 
admit  that  it  is  wonderful  and  inspiring  to  have 
a  black  woman  writer  become  a  Pulitzer  prize  win¬ 
ner,  especially  when  The  Color  Purple  is  the  reason 
for  winning,  but  it  is  with  homebred  caution  that  I 
watch  Walker  become  the  next  liberal  cause. 

So  it  was  with  an  admittedly  tentative  hand  that  I 
read  In  Search  of  Our  Mothers’  Gardens:  Womanist 
Prose.  Walker’s  newest  work  is  a  diverse  collection 
of  non-fiction  prose  dating  from  1966  to  1982.  The 
range  of  subjects  in  this  latest  compilation  is  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  the  years  it  spans.  Walker  speaks  of  our 
leaders  in  the  early  civil  rights  movement  and  of  their 
influence  on  her.  Her  love  for  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
expresses  itself  by  her  refusal  to  exist  on  the  margin 
of  this  country.  Coretta  King  is  profiled  in  a  touching 
interview,  one  of  the  author’s  earlier  works.  Walker 
watches  closely  and  over  the  years  it  seems  that  her 
perceptions  have  developed  a  political  sense  of  their 
own. 

Initial  explorations  into  the  garden  begin  with  the 
uncovering  of  the  rich  topsoil  that  is  the  heritage  of 
black  writers.  Walker  sites  the  traditions  of  the 
southern  black  writers:  community  social  con¬ 
sciousness  and  a  clarity  of  complex  vision.  These  are 
irrefutable  yet  illusive  truths  and  Walker,  like  many 
black  artists,  found  herself  in  need  of  a  model  figure, 
someone  who  had  shared  her  legacy,  another  black 
face  somewhere  in  the  sea  of  southern  whiteness.  She 
finds  them,  both  the  living  and  the  dead,  hidden  and 
buried  under  the  garbage  of  racism  and  misinter¬ 
pretation.  The  dead  spoke  to  her  in  loud  choruses. 
There  was  Zora  Neale  Hurston,  with  her  outrageous, 
brilliant  self,  whose  blackness  made  her  Harlem  con¬ 
temporaries  uneasy;  Zora  whose  female  characters 
shimmered  with  independence  and  sensuality;  the 
same  Zora  whose  final  resting  place  lay  unmarked 
until  Walker  made  a  pilgrimage  to  a  small  segregated 
Florida  cemetery  to  remedy  the  injustice.  This  Diece, 
entitled  “Looking  for  Zora,”  is  definitely  the  fun¬ 
niest  and  saddest  incident  written  about  in  the  book. 
There  beside  Zora  rests  Jean  Toomer,  whose  denial 
of  his  blackness  left  us  with  feelings  of  betrayal  but 


out  of  “GRATITUDE,”— 

and  FEAR  OF  LIFE, — 

and  AMBITION  . . . 

That  in  my  soul, 

I  did  not  love  him. 

Price  writes  of  General  Lee  and  of  a  heron,  and  of  an 
almost  drowning  of  a  lover.  But  these  are  moments  of 
recognition,  sacrifice,  and  resurrection.  No,  the  poetry  here 
is  not  “allegorical.”  It  is  present  and  real  and  engaging  and 
wonderful.  More  deeply  felt  and  overwhelming  in  Bidart, 
more  controlled  and  sophisticated  in  Price  —  and  perhaps 
reflecting  their  own  ways  of  being  gay. 

The  best  poetry  I’ve  read  of  late. 


Now  why  in  Renaissance  paintings  of  the  infant  Jesus  are 
his  genitalia  so  displayed,  played  with,  examined,  noticed, 
featured?  Or  in  the  dead  Christ  are  his  hands  pointing  to  his 
privates?  Or  in  resurrections  there  is  a  patent  erection 
beneath  the  drapery?  They  demonstrate  Christ  is  a  man  in 
all  his  parts,  fully  reincarnated,  God’s  will  be  fully  done  on 
this  Earth.  Leo  Steinberg  has  written  a  magnificent 
scholarly  essay,  the  notes  and  excursuses  as  vital  as  the  main 
text.  A  must  read.  For  it  is  about  how  we  might  live  with 
our  sexuality  without  denying  it,  how  we  might  see  that 
sexuality  as  the  way  we  are  fully  human.  The  question 
that  Steinberg  and  the  Renaissance  theology  he  invokes 
cannot  answer  is,  what  that  sexuality  is  for.  That  is  up  to 
us,  those  who  encounter  such  sexuality.  What  is  it  that  we 
are  up  to? 

the  Garden 


also  with  a  work  of  great  power  such  as  Cane. 

Yes,  Walker  finds  her  heroines  and  her  mentors  all 
with  their  own  lives  and  ghosts.  She  even  finds 
humility  in  reading  the  works  of  African  novelist 
Buchi  Emecheta.  Emecheta’s  book  Second  Class 
Citizen  was  written  while  the  author  held  down  a  full¬ 
time  job  and  was  the  mother  of  five  children.  Amaz¬ 
ingly  enough,  the  book  is  dedicated  to  her  children, 
without  whom  the  book  could  not  have  been  written. 
Next  time  I  allow  my  dog,  plants  or  whistling  tea  ket¬ 
tle  to  distract  me  from  writing,  I  will  have  to 
remember  this  African  sister. 

Walker  reviews  works  of  or  about  other  black 
women  while  being  both  supportive  and  caringly 
critical.  She  questions  Jean  McMahon  Humez  and 
her  labeling  of  Rebecca  Jackson  as  a  lesbian  in 
Humez’s  book  Gifts  of  Power.  Jackson  was  an  il¬ 
literate  married  black  woman  who  lived  in 
Philadelphia  with  her  mother  and  her  husband.  In 
1830  she  began  to  have  a  spiritual  conversion  that 
eventually  led  her  to  leave  her  family  and  seek  her 
own  path.  Jackson  was  the  founder  of  the  first  black 
Shaker  community  in  Philly  in  the  1870s.  After  leav¬ 
ing  her  brother’s  house,  Jackson  met  a  woman 
named  Rebecca  Perot  with  whom  she  spent  the  rest 
of  her  life.  Here  is  where  Walker’s  and  Humez’s 
definitions  of  the  term  lesbian  come  to  disagree¬ 
ment.  Jackson  repeatedly  said  in  her  own  writings 
that  celibacy  was  of  paramount  importance  to  a 
religious  life.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons  the  Shaker 
faith  was  so  attractive  to  her.  Walker  questions 
whether  the  term  lesbian  is  pertinent  to  the  black 
woman’s  experience  (sexual  or  not),  since  the  word 
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prettiness,  charm,  intelligence  and  talent,  he  never 
misses  an  opportunity  to  praise  himself  or  pass  on  the 
praises  of  others.  This  would  prove  fatuous  and  in¬ 
tolerable  if  he  were  not,  in  fact,  pretty,  charming,  in¬ 
telligent  and  talented.  His  thoughts  on  art  and  artists 
send  out  sparks  that,  still  today,  set  fires  in  the  mind 
—  even  when  he’s  wrong  and  knows  it.  The  countless 
anecdotes  of  conversations,  dinners,  outings  with 
friends  and  enemies  both  famous  and  obscure  are 
always  entertaining,  sprinkled  liberally  with  the  acid 
of  an  idle  wit.  His  music  of  that  period  literally  sings 
with  a  clarity  of  emotional  vision;  he  wrote  French 
music  better  than  the  French.  And  no  gay  novelist  to¬ 
day  can  match  him  for  capturing  the  spirit  of 
mystery,  danger  and  despair  of  the  hunt.  The  very 
smell  of  nocturnal  passion,  the  toothmarks  of  the 
prey,  the  sweaty  depression  of  the  inevitable  dawns, 
all  recorded  with  tantalizing  candor. 

Kept  in  enviably  comfortable  and  creative  cir¬ 
cumstances  by  the  passionate  patronage  of  the 
Vicomtesse  Marie  Laure  de  Noailles,  Rorem  lived 
and  worked  as  his  own  romantic  ideal.  “Rorem  is  the 
first  successful  modern  Romanticist,”  a  critic  wrote 
of  him.  At  least  for  those  first  few  Parisian  years,  he 
lived  as  though  this  were  true.  In  the  Romantic  tradi¬ 
tion  of  Schumann  and  Berlioz  (whom  Rorem 
loathes),  he  lived  as  he  composed  and  kept  a  written 
record  of  it  all.  “Excess”  was  the  Romantic  motto 
and  excess  was  Rorem ’s  life.  Excess  of  drink,  excess 
of  sex,  excess  of  music,  excess  of  excess.  Excessive 
images  of  a  cinematically  oversized  life  spill  all  over 
the  pages  of  those  years.  “We  must  know  how  to  go 
too  far,”  he  quotes  Cocteau  (who  was  quoting  some¬ 
one  else)  and  he  seems  to  go  too  far  just  far  enough. 
Lunch  with  Dali  or  Poulenc,  dinner  with  Cocteau,  a 
photo  session  with  Man  Ray,  perhaps  a  new  work 
premiered  at  the  Theatre  Champs  Elysee  and  at  night 
“you  find  yourself  in  strange  places,  and  in  search  of 
something  never  quite  found  .  .  .  .”  Rorem  paints  a 
picture  of  himself  to  be  envied,  a  surface  reflection 
constructed  to  please.  In  this  sense  a  diary  is  the  nar¬ 
cissist’s  mirror  and  the  perfect  object  for  that  obses¬ 
sion. 

Where  the  dream  of  the  narcissist  turns  sour  is  at 
its  source.  All  the  monstrously  self-important  fan¬ 
fares  (“When  have  I  not  wished  to  be  the  direct  cause 
of  every  spasm,  all  orgasm  in  the  world?”)  are 
calculated  to  conceal  the  sense  of  sterility  at  the  pit  of 
the  soul: 


The  Garden 
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comes  from  Lesbos.  “The  main  problem  with  Lesbos 
as  a  point  of  common  reference  ...  is  not,  as  I  once 
thought,  that  it  was  inhabited  by  Greek  women 
whose  servants,  like  their  culture,  were  probably 
stolen  from  Egypt,  but  that  it  is  an  island.  The  sym¬ 
bolism  of  this,  for  a  black  person,  is  far  from  positive 
...  I  simply  feel  that  naming  our  own  experience 
after  our  own  fashion  ...  is  the  least  we  can  do  — 
and  in  this  society  may  well  be  our  only  tangible  sign 
of  personal  freedom.”  Whether  or  not  one  agrees 
with  Walker  one  must  commend  this  non-gay  writer 
for  her  questioning  of  the  use  and  power  of  language. 
Walker  goes  a  step  further  by  offering  a  new  word, 
womanist  as  a  total  phrase  of  women  bonding. 

In  In  Search  of  Our  Mothers’  Gardens  Walker 
freely  and  fiercely  debates  issues  of  lesbianism.  In  her 
review  of  Conditions:  Five  entitled  “Breaking  Chains 
and  Encouraging  Life,”  Walker’s  personal  and 
political  analysis  is  refreshing  and  a  challenge  to 
mainstream  writers.  The  criticism  that  has  been  laid 
at  Walker’s  own  doorstep  because  of  her  previous  in¬ 
terracial  marriage  has  served  to  radicalize  the  author. 
The  Color  Purple  is  a  radical  work!  Yes,  I  realize  that 
for  some  of  us  not  quite  radical  enough,  but  it  is  a 
giant  step  in  a  thrilling  direction.  Walker  put  aside  all 
previous  commitments  in  order  to  provide  her 
characters,  Celie  and  Shug,  with  the  space  they  need¬ 
ed  to  begin  to  love  each  other. 

Walker  talks  about  herself  as  a  writer.  She  doesn’t 
even  pretend  that  the  process  is  easy  because  it  is  not. 
Walker  writes  the  stories  she  wants  to  read.  Her 
works  are  like  pieces  of  a  revolution,  always  growing 
and  constantly  changing.  She  examines  postrevolu¬ 
tionary  Cuba  with  the  same  critical  eye  that  sees  the 
relationship  between  black  men  and  women.  This 
woman  checks  out  the  details  on  the  petals  in  her 
garden;  each  dew  drop  and  withered  leaf  is  seen. 
Over  the  years  this  new  non-fiction  collection  covers 
one  sees  growth  in  the  garden.  Walker  is  willing  to 
pull  the  weeds  of  an  unreality.  The  result  is  worth  the 
wait. 


I’m  the  image  of  love,  not  the  thing  itself,  and  can’t 
be  slept  with  more  than  statues  .... 

In  a  fine  moment  of  absolute  contradiction  (which 
is  the  privilege  of  a  diarist,  to  whom  subjectivity  is 
all)  he  even  attempts  to  disclaim  his  obsession  while 
proclaiming  it  precisely: 

April  1st  .  .  .  Have  lost  nearly  all  the  false  narcissism 
which  was  nevertheless  a  refuge  for  one  who  lacked  a 
base  of  self-assurance  in  spite  of  appearances.  If  I 
could  replace  it  with  faith! 

That  is  narcissism  defined. 

Is  narcissism  the  ultimate  distortion  of  Roman¬ 
ticism,  where  the  self  becomes  so  bloated  it  swallows 
the  world?  There  is  an  uncomfortable  anti-ethic  in¬ 
volved  in  the  effort,  always  failing,  to  deify  the  self. 
Wuthering  Heights’  Heathcliffe  would  sacrifice 
everyone  in  the  world  for  his  love.  Rorem  would 
sacrifice  all  for  his  love  of  self:  “I  would  sign  any 
paper  to  become  famous.”  A  rather  ominous  pro¬ 
clamation  to  make  in  post-Nazi  Paris.  Ultimately 
every  statement  he  makes  is  addressed  to  himself, 
there  being  little  room  in  his  consciousness  for 
anyone  else,  and  when  he  chides  his  lost  lover, 
Claude,  in  the  New  York  diary,  “You  sought 
yourself  in  me  but  found  nothing,”  one  gets  the  un¬ 
canny  feeling  that  he  is  still  talking  to  himself,  the 
reflection  in  the  pool.  Spoken  into  a  mirror,  the 
statement  appears  in  reverse. 

Rorem  redeems  himself,  however,  from  the  curse 
of  a  babbling  ego.  The  remarkable,  nearly  surgical, 
precision  of  his  candor  succeeds  in  stripping  away  his 
own  layers  of  clever  artifice,  allowing  us  glimpses  in¬ 
to  the  incision.  A  diary,  after  all,  is  a  sanctum  for 
self-confession.  That  the  crowings  of  the  narcissist 
are  not  concealed  from  us  out  of  false  decorum  is  to 
Rorem ’s  credit.  When  he  stops  straining  to  entertain 
and  begins  to  divulge,  when  the  coy  image  on  the  sur¬ 
face  shatters,  the  depths  illumined,  then  the  veins  and 
nerves  that  make  an  artist  are  exposed.  The  real 
“moments”  in  the  diaries  are  these. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  tender  tale  of  our  hero’s 
romance  with  a  young  Italian  man  we  know  only  as 
“P.”  After  tens  of  pages  of  veiled  innuendos  and 
fragmentary  references- to  the  heady  delights  of  the 
streets  —  the  eloquence  of  eyes,  the  musk  of 
unknown  partners  —  there  is  a  sudden  clarity  of 
focus  on  the  actuality  of  love  and  the  language  of 
that  love  is  stripped  of  conceit,  a  pure  delight. 
Rorem  is  as  much  an  infant  to  the  wonders  and 
wounds  of  concrete  amour  as  he  is  jaded  by  the  sen¬ 
sualities  of  the  night.  The  eloquent  sincerity  of  this 
all-too-brief  episode  provides  a  cleansing  contrast  to 
the  verbal  gymnastics  of  Rorem’s  performing  per- 
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only  for  sexuality;  the  “Black  Marine”  of  Peter  Bar¬ 
rett’s  poem  is  “practically  dumb”  (did  Barrett  really 
expect  the  qualification  to  change  anything?); 
Roosevelt  Williamson,  the  apparently  black  author 
of  “Thick  Vegetarian  Cum,”  practically  begs  to  be 
seen  as  a  dumb,  oversexed  coon;  by  its  very  title 
“Growing  Up  in  Chicago  Black  and  Gay”  seems  to 
imply  that  all  black  gay  men  are  criminal,  violent,  ef¬ 
feminate  and  in  jail,  as  is  its  protagonist. 

The  foregoing  is  not  to  imply  that  this  volume 
wholly  avoids  dealing  with  racism;  on  the  contrary, 
several  pieces  included  here  do,  most  notably  the 
discussion-essay  “Racism  from  a  Black 
Perspective,”  the  interview  with  editor  Mike  Smith 
and  his  “No  Blacks  (Racism  in  the  Gay  Press)”  and  - 
Joe  DeMarco’s  “Gay  Racism.”  Charley  Shively’s 
“Beyond  the  Binary”  appears  to  be  an  attempt  to 
deal  with  the  issue,  but  gets  bogged  down  in  seeming¬ 
ly  irrelevant,  or  at  least  unenlightening,  personal 
reminiscences.  It  ends  up  failing  to  deal  directly  with 
racism  in  favor  of  that  popular  abstraction, 
“Western  Civilization.” 

Nor  do  I  want  to  overlook  the  book’s  other  gems: 
Bruce  Nugent’s  rescued  “Smoke,  Lillies,  Jade,” 
precious  and  mannered  but  beautiful;  Eric  Garber’s 
informative  but  sketchy  “Tain’t  Nobody’s  Bizness”; 
the  two  poems  by  Langston  Hughes;  Robert 
Thorpe’s  “At  Verity  High,”  which  conveys  some  of 
the  painful  complexity  and  contradiction  of  growing 
up  black,  gay  and  “assimilated”  (“He’d  honestly 
forgotten  that  Larry  Robertson  had  been  white  and 
that  he  had  been  Black.  He  remembered  only  that 
he’d  been  very  attractive  and  unattainable”). 

Several  of  the  poems  are  quite  beautiful,  though  it 
seems  that  the  better  they  are  as  poems  the  more 
oblique  their  relation  to  the  theme  of  the  book. 

The  book  should  have  included  more  personal  ac- 


sona.  This  contrast  is  the  central  dynamic  of  these 
diaries,  is  what,  in  fact,  commends  them  as  works 
with  a  distinctly  gay  sensibility.  They  are  at  least  as 
much  about  the  conflict  between  the  cock-and-balls 
hunger  for  animal  delight  and  the  sheer  human  need 
for  substantive  love  as  they  are  about  the  schism  be¬ 
tween  the  dodecaphonists  and  the  priests  of  tonality. 

If  the  Paris  Diary  presents  a  delightfully  painted 
Dorian  Grey  self-portrait  of  the  life  of  an  Infant  Pro¬ 
digy,  it  is  in  the  New  York  Diary  where  the  paint 
begins  to  crack.  The  charming  excesses  of  the 
Romantic  artist  grow  increasingly  grotesque.  His 
heavy  drinking  becomes  more  frequent  and  obses-' 
sive.  His  carnal  excursions  under  the  influence  of 
drink  become  reckless  and  indiscriminate  to  the  point 
of  horror.  The  vacillation  between  flippant  anecdotes 
and  brooding  introspection  approaches  the  schizo¬ 
phrenic.  The  narcissistic  terror  of  growing  old  (at  a 
time  when  he  is  in  his  early  30s  and  still  looks  25) 
borders  on  paranoia  and  he  begins  a  ritual  of  record¬ 
ing  the  daily  deaths  of  friends  and  enemies,  the 
famed,  the  forgotten.  This,  too,  fits  the  pattern  of 
the  narcissist  and  Rorem’s  awareness  of  his  own  in¬ 
creasing  Jekyll  and  Hyde  syndrome  sets  the  tone  for 
the  record  of  these  years. 

New  York  is  not  Paris,  after  all,  and  Rorem  does 
not  bask  in  the  same  limelight.  Nor  does  he  enjoy  the 
ardent  patronage  of  Marie  Laure.  He  remains  true  to 
the  reflection  in  the  pool,  however,  claiming:  “The 
only  one  I  miss  in  Eurrope  is  myself;  now  that  self  is 
irretrievable,  so  why  go  back?” 

Two  remarkable  documents  provide  the  substance, 
the  glimpses  beneath  the  surface,  in  the  New  York 
Diary.  First,  the  astounding  “Letter  to  Claude,”  an 
unmailed,  hysterical  howl  of  ardor  rejected,  unre¬ 
quited,  in  28  pages.  One  of  the  most  unique  and 
unflinching  proclamations  of  the  love  of  one  man  for 
another,  the  letter  smoulders  with  the  heat  that  only 
youthful  passion  scorned  can  generate.  The  reader 
may  blush  with  embarassment,  not  merely  from  feel¬ 
ing  coerced  into  voyeurism  by  such  private  pain  (but 
is  not  the  reading  of  another’s  diary  an  ipso  facto  act 
of  voyeurism?)  but  also,  and  more  importantly, 
because  of  the  intensity  of  sympathetic  vibration  that 
will  most  likely  arise  from  the  reader’s  own  reluctant¬ 
ly  remembered  past.  The  reader  in  whom  the  follow¬ 
ing  passage  does  not  raise  some  specter  from  those 
foolish,  precious  years  of  first  love  must  be  envied, 
or  despised. 

It’s  the  first  morning  of  spring  and  I  wish  I  were 
dead.  Got  up  at  noon  to  see  a  sticky  sky  and  one 
season  leaking  into  the  next  as  though  the  earth  had 

Continued  on  Book  Review  page  7 


counts  by  black  gay  men  about  more  than  sexual  en¬ 
counters,  personal  accounts  that  place  individual  ex¬ 
perience  in  a  larger  social,  political  and  analytical 
context.  I  would  also  like  to  have  seen  pieces  dealing 
with  the  white  man  as  a  social  myth  and  sexual  fan¬ 
tasy  in  the  minds  and  eyes  of  black  gay  men,  especial¬ 
ly  those  who,  like  me  or  the  protagonist  of  “At  Veri¬ 
ty  High,”  grew  up  with  the  promise,  if  not  the  reali¬ 
ty,  of  middle-class  “assimilation,”  and  the  white  boy 
as  an  unattainable  prize,  the  badge  that  proves  one  is 
not  a  “chippy,”  the  validation  of  one’s  social  ex¬ 
istence  as  an  “acceptable”  black  man,  as  a  gay  man. 

It  is  exactly  this  contradiction  between  the  book’s 
avowed  purpose  and  its  contents,  between  various  of 
the  contents  themselves,  that  makes  Black  Men/ 
White  Men  such  an  infuriating  volume.  It  is  indeed  a 
significant  and  important  book,  but  I  find  much  of 
its  significance  rather  frightening.  Its  importance  is 
that  it  is  the  only  book  of  its  kind.  I  finished  it  feeling 
that  the  black  gay  male  experience  in  white  America 
has  yet  to  be  represented  in  print  in  our  own  voices. 
To  borrow  Ralph  Ellison’s  famous  phrase,  each  of  us 
is  still  the  invisible  man.  And  not  only  invisible  but 
mute.  Language  is  not  power,  but  language  is  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  power,  and  without  a  language  there  is  no 
power.  So,  in  a  way,  this  volume  can  be  seen  as  an  ac¬ 
curate  representation  of  reality.  The  book  only  ex- 
presses  the  kind  of  colonization  of  black  experience 
and  imagination  which  goes  on  every  day  in  our  lives 
(and,  most  certainly,  I,  a  black  man  who  reads  T.S. 
Eliot  and  listens  to  David  Bowie,  am  both  the  victim 
and  the  beneficiary  of  suck  colonization). 

The  black  and  gay  science  fiction  writer  Samuel  YL 
Delaney  says  that  he  writes  books  which  he  has  an 
overwhelming  desire  to  read  but  which  no  one  has 
written.  I  suppose  I  will  have  to  do  the  same  for 
myself. 
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Narcissism 
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stopped  in  its  tracks,  as  though  the  hate  and  venera¬ 
tion  which  ooze  into  love  were  an  eternal  repetition 
of  those  tears  which  won’t  stop  flowing,  not  to 
purify,  but  to  insult  the  mud.  Oh,  I’ll  get  over  it! 
Meanwhile  the  nights  are  sleepless  or  if  I  drop  off  it’s 
to  a  recurrent  dream  in  which  you  take  me  back,  and 
I’m  filled  with  joy,  and  wake  up  to  the  hard  truth 
that  everything’s  over  and  done,  done,  done,  and  the 
day’s  started  hopelessly  like  yesterday,  like  last  week 
and  the  week  before.  Sexual  tension’s  been  horrible: 
there  may  be  pleasure  with  others,  but  they  don’t  ex¬ 
ist  when  I  think  of  what  I  like  from  you,  and  you  in 
me,  and  I  catch  fire  and  can’t  put  it  out. 

The  second  focal  passage  is  an  impromptu 
testimony  of  the  alcoholic,  prompted  by  Rorem’s 
decision  to  begin  attending  AA  meetings.  Here  again 
the  cinematic  persona,  like  the  tragedian’s  mask,  is 
lowered  long  enough  for  a  good  long  gaze  into  the 
uncamouflaged  artist’s  self.  Throughout  the  diaries, 
with  the  self-deceptive  conviction  of  the  alcoholic, 
Rorem  has  tried  to  persuade  us  (himself)  that  alcohol 
is  his  muse,  the  source  of  excess  and  ardor  that  move 
him  to  music.  Curiously,  however,  he  has  maintained 
that,  not  the  false  effusion  of  intoxication,  but  the 


cold  fixation  of  the  hangover  —  the  painful  morning 
after  —  contains  the  seed  of  creativity: 

.  .  .  awakening  early  in  the  headache  haze  to  look 
closely  and  in  single  dimension  at  my  blanket  of  red 
and  orange  which  became  childhood  colors  seen 
again  for  the  first  time.  Only  a  hangover  can 
reproduce  such  focus. 

In  the  earlier  years,  smug  in  the  glorification  of  ex¬ 
cess,  he  submitted  that  “alcohol,  like  sex,  is  an  end  in 
itself.  Art  is  not,”  and  even  maintained  that  neither 
art  nor  sex  was  possible  without  drink.  Now  the 
specter  of  his  fragmented  creativity  and  too  many 
mornings  awakening  in  a  pool  of  vomit  or  urine,  the 
typewriter  stolen,  a  puddle  of  blood  on  the  bathroom 
floor  and  no  recollection  of  who  or  what  passed  in 
the  night,  have  finally  taken  their  toll.  “Liquor’s 
black  magic,  and  I’m  a  mortal  with  no  talent  for 
combating  sorcery.”  The  long,  poignant  confession 
of  a  life  of  lies,  lost  far  down  the  stony  road  of  self- 
destruction,  finally  focuses  the  writer’s  attention  on 
the  true  image  at  the  bottom  of  the  pool.  He  gazes 
unflinchingly  at  last  beyond  the  smiling  photographs 
of  his  acclaimed  youth,  at  the  realities  of  aging  and 
isolation.  Though  it  is  painful  to  read  on  as  the  mir¬ 
rored  surface  snaps  shut  again  and  the  self-indulgent 
antics  of  the  verbal  gymnast  resume,  this  moment  of 


catharsis  remains  in  the  mind  like  a  hope  for  some 
kind  of  redemption. 

A  journal  is  not  a  novel.  Though  the  “Letter  to 
Claude,”  by  virtue  of  its  immense  emotional  weight, 
acts  as  a  kind  of  climax  from  which  the  remainder 
descends  to  the  final  purely  arbitrary  termination, 
nothing  is  resolved.  Life  goes  on.  And  for  Rorem, 
life  has  led  to  the  publication  of  several  subsequent 
journals,  all  of  which  are  engaging  on  several  levels, 
none  of  which  has  quite  recaptured  the  complex  con¬ 
fluence  of  thought  and  act,  desire  and  declamation, 
intellect  and  raw  libido  that  claim  for  The  Paris  and 
New  York  Diaries  their  unique  place  in  contem¬ 
porary  literature.  Ned  Rorem,  now  60  years  of  age,  is 
still  very  much  among  us.  His  music  is  harder  and  his 
writing  is  drier  than  that  of  his  youth,  (paralleling  the 
re-release  of  these  early  diaries,  a  new  volume  of 
diaries  and  essays  has  been  issued  under  the  title  Set¬ 
ting  the  Tone).  Yet  to  expect  from  any  mortal  in 
maturity  the  same  tone  and  spirit  that  defined  the 
creative  output  of  youth  is  to  buy  into  the  myth  of 
the  narcissist. 

For  our  community,  the  Paris  and  New  York 
Diaries  are  as  important  an  insight  into  the  life  and 
thought  of  a  uniquely  gifted  and  daring  gay  man  as 
anything  written  by  anybody  to  date. 
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New  York 
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of  volunteer  artists.  We  are  looking  for  illustrators  and  graphic 
designers  who  can  be  called  upon  to  illustrate  our  feature 
articles  and  book  supplements,  as  well  as  design  our  weekly 
covers.  Although  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  pay  our  artists, 
GCN  artists  do  get  exposure  in  the  national  gay 
community. 

One  of  our  art  director’s  current  fantasies  is  to  have  a 
meeting  with  present  and  prospective  artists  to  view  each 
other’s  work,  critique  the  graphic  content  of  the  paper,  and 
discuss  respective  schedules  and  specific  talents. 
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call  Susan  Yousem  at  426-4469. 
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Boston,  MA  02111  and  we’ll  see  if  we  can  work  with  (around?) 
the  US.  Postal  Service. 
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Closets  of  Commitment 


Seeing  Red 

By  Julia  Reichert  and  James 
Klein.  At  the  Orson  Welles,  begin¬ 
ning  Friday,  April  6. 

By  Cindy  Patton 
Red-baiting  is  an  American 
hobby.  Right-wing  political 
groups  still  devote  entire  organiza¬ 
tions  to  smashing  the  “red 
plague.”  Centrists  and  liberals 
make  finer  distinctions  between 
the  philosophy  and  the  Party,  but 
habitually  cast  international 


politics  in  red  versus  red,  white, 
and  blue  terms.  Even  on  the  left, 
red-baiting  takes  new  and  varied 
forms.  The  renewed  interest  in  the 
Rosenberg  case  —  which  seems  to 
boil  down  to  were  they  or  weren’t 
they  commie  spies  — 
demonstrates  the  contemporary 
left’s  general  tendency  to 
dissociate  itself  from  the  Communist 
Party 

Seeing  Red  attempts  to  flesh  out 
the  history  of  American  Com¬ 


munism  by  adding  the  voices  of 
“the  little  people.”  The  film¬ 
makers  ask  why  they  joined,  how 
they  felt  being  part  of  such  a 
mistrusted  political  enterprise, 
and  how  they  coped  with  the  “red 
purge”  of  the  HUAC  trials  and 
the  devastating  Stalin  revelations. 

The  testimony  they  garnered  is 
moving  and  inspiring.  We  see  peo¬ 
ple,  now  aged  60  to  80,  who  acted 
on  their  strong  desire  to  fight  the 
poverty  and  discrimination  they 
faced  in  America,  and  stuck  with 


it  through  years  of  physical  at¬ 
tack,  job  loss,  slander,  and  self¬ 
doubt.  Although  they  recall  their 
radical  youth  as  idealistic  and  ex¬ 
citing,  they  also  value  their  in¬ 
volvement  organizing  in  eras  that 
didn’t  seem  quite  so  pregnant  with 
earth-shattering  change. 

The  discussion  of  whether  they 
felt  they  should  “come  out”  as 
Communist  Party  members 
echoes  a  long  and  difficult  debate 
within  gay  liberation.  Most  of 


these  CPUSA  members  felt  they 
could  be  more  successful  in  their 
work  by  keeping  their  affiliation 
secret,  although  none  would  have 
denied  it  if  asked.  Ironically,  like 
gays,  boy-lovers,  or 
sadomasochists,  it  is  difficult  to 
explain  the  danger  of  speaking  out 
without  seeming  to  admit  that 
there  is  something  subversive  or 
morally  wrong  about  one’s  ac¬ 
tivities. 

I  enjoyed  Sylvia  Wood’s  angry 
pride:  still  active  in  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party,  her  vision  of  the 
possibilities  for  change  is  so  strong 
that  she  sees  no  other  choice  than 
active  involvement.  (Sylvia  Wood 
is  also  in  Union  Maids,  a  previous 
Klein-Reichert  prbduction  that 
was  criticized  for  down-playing 
the  role  of  the  Communist  Party 
in  depression  era  union  organiz¬ 
ing.) 

I  appreciated  Edna 
Whitehouse,  Ruth  Maguire,  and 
Muriel  Eldridge  who  have  been 
friends  since  their  involvement  in 
the  Communist  Party.  Seeing  Red 
is  at  its  best  when  protraying  the 
vision  of  political  community  that 
has  been  a  reality  through  the 
years  for  many  of  these  people. 

More  problematic  is  a  section 
where  people  are  asked  whether 
they  experienced  the  “spy  ring” 
that  was  the  common  depiction  of 
the  Party  in  the  fifties  and  early 
sixties.  Everyone  expressed 
amusement  or  dismay  at  this  im¬ 
age.  I  didn’t  doubt  their  sincerity 
or  recollection,  but  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  American  Com¬ 
munist  Party  and  the  other  Parties 
internationally  is  an  extremely 
complex  question  which  provides 
the  script  for  one  of  the  nastiest 
parts  of  America’s  history.  Victor 
Navasky’s  book,  Naming  Names, 
does  a  much  better  job  of  sifting 
through  the  complexities  of  the 
real  pressure  some  people  felt, 
placing  it  in  the  context  of  the 
anti-Semitic,  bomb-terrorized 
xenophobia  of  the  the  post-war 


era.  This  section  of  Seeing  Red  is 
too  simple  and  adds  little  to  the 
debate  about  the  real  nature  of  the 
revolutionary  activities  of  the 
ACP. 

In  the  most  moving  section, 
subjects  describe  how  they  felt 
after  the  Stalin  revelations.  I  think 
very  few  of  us  understand  the  pain 
and  disillusionment  experienced 
by  Party  members  at  that  time. 
The  little  disappointments  and 
seeming  treacheries  we  sometimes 
feel  are  cast  into  a  different 
perspective  by  the  sense  of  per¬ 


sonal  communists  were  none  too 
keen  on  their  presence,  there  was 
and  continues  to  be  a  complex 
connection  between  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  communism.  Fer¬ 
vent  attachment  to  “un- 
American”  ideas,  whether  sexual 
or  political,  upsets  the  main¬ 
stream.  The  meaning  of  and  price 
of  political  commitment  took  a 
radical  turn  during  this  era,  and 
the  implications  of  that  assault  on 
political  identity  bears  treatment 
in  another  film. 

Documentary  is  a  powerful. 


In  a  scene  from  Seeing  Red,  Howard  “Stretch”  Johnson,  former  tap 
dancer  at  the  Cotton  Club  in  Harlem,  reacts  to  the  suggestion  that  all 
Communists  were  grim. 


sonal  tragedy  expressed  in  Seeing 
Red.  The  connection  between 
communism  and  homosexuality 
(as  in  “commie  pinko  fags”)  is 
not  discussed  in  Seeing  Red, 
although  it  would  have  added  an 
interesting  dimension  to  this 
discussion  of  political  commit¬ 
ment  and  personal  identity.  While 
people  with  profound  commit¬ 
ments  to  communist  ideology  had 
choices  about  what  party  or  form 
their  activism  would  take, 
gay  identity  provides  fewer 
political  options.  Despite  the  fact 
that  the  Nazi’s  wiped  out  homo¬ 
sexuals  along  with  Jews  —  perver¬ 
sion  and  Judaism  were  both  con¬ 
sider  antithetical  to  the  puritanical 
Aryan  ideal  —  and  the  interna- 


evocative  form,  and  Seeing  Red  i: 
a  very  slick  and  well-crafted  docu 
ment.  We  need  to  revise  the 
American  history  we  learned  ir 
school  in  order  to  see  the  lies  we 
have  internalized  about  ourselves, 
about  our  own  political  struggles. 
Seeing  Red’s  gift  lies  in  fleshing 
out  our  image  of  the  American 
Communist  Party  by  adding  the 
voices  of  people  who  were  long¬ 
time  activists  but  not  party  hon¬ 
chos  (with  one  or  two  exceptions). 
But  Seeing  Red  is  seductive  in  its 
earnestness:  in  exposing  the  right 
wing  lies,  it  glosses  over  some 
unpleasant  truths.  Our  understan¬ 
ding  of  our  radical  past  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  evolve  by  adding  more 
stories  of  its  strengths  and  flaws. 


Seeing  Red  is  at  its  best  when 
portraying  the  vision  of  political 
community  that  has  been  a  reality 
through  the  years  for  many  of 
these  people. 


Sophistication  and 


Me  &  Julie.  Directed  by  Arthur 
Faria.  With  Bobby  Short  and  Julie 
Wilson.  With  Beverly  Peer,  Rob¬ 
bie  Scott  and  Dennis  Buck  on 
bass,  drums  and  piano.  At  the 
Wilbur. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

Listening  to  Bobby  Short  and 
Julie  Wilson  wend  their  way 
through  more  than  50  years  of 
American  popular  song,  you  can¬ 
not  help  but  see  the  influence  of  a 
gay-male  sensibility.  Short,  noted 
for  his  stylized  interpretation, 
crisp  elocution  and  warm  baritone 
voice,  has  for  years  been  reckoned 
as  one  of  the  country’s  premier  in¬ 
terpreters  of  American  song.  For 
over  25  years  he  has  promoted  the 
idea  of  the  elegance  and  sophisti¬ 
cation  usually  associated  with  a 
sort  of  pre-World  War  Two  high 
life,  a  nonchalance  which  pre¬ 
cludes  accepted  morality  and  a 
sense  of  wit  which  takes  the  place 
of  decorum. 

Julie  Wilson,  a  veteran  of  hit 
shows  and  endless  bus-and-truck 
summer  stock,  approaches  the 
same  material  with  verve  and 
energy.  Strung  tight,  both  physi¬ 
cally  and  vocally,  she  is  a  tradi¬ 
tional  Broadway  belter.  She  has 
the  verve  of  Merman,  but  her 
vocal  power  is  sharpened  by  a  wit¬ 
ty  sense  of  line  readings  and  an  in¬ 
telligent  approach  to  both  words 
and  phrasing.  If  Bobby  Short  is 
restrained,  debonair  elegance  im¬ 
ported  from  Europe,  Wilson  is 
essentially  American  energy  laced 
with  shrewdness. 

The  songs  that  comprise  Me  & 
Julie  are  the  staples  of  pre-rock 
American  music:  tunes  by  Cole 
Porter,  Rodgers  and  Hart,  Harold 
Arlen,  Frank  Loesser,  Jerome 


Kern,  Cy  Coleman,  George  and 
Ira  Gershwin.  Many  of  them  ori¬ 
ginated  as  Broadway  show  tunes 
but  have  become  standards  in  both 
the  culture  and  in  any  number  of 
repertoires.  The  songs  themselves 
have  been  adapted  to  everything 
from  their  Tin  Pan  Alley  begin¬ 
nings  to  disco.  Many  have  become 


the  basis  for  classic  jazz  interpreta¬ 
tions  by  the  likes  of  Billie  Holliday 
and  Anita  Ellis.  Some  have  been 
picked  up  by  more  rriainstream 
pop  vocalists  from  Kay  Starr  to 
Barbra  Streisand.  But  Bobby 
Short,  and  here  somewhat  modi¬ 
fied  by  Julie  Wilson,  has  placed 
them  into  the  peculiarly  American 

—  and  peculiarly  gay  —  tradition 
of  cafe  or  supper  club  singing. 

By  its  very  nature  cafe  and  sup¬ 
per-club  singing  is  elegant  and  car¬ 
ries  the  imprint  of  a  sophisticated, 
leisured  and  monied  time.  The 
supper  club  vocalist  is  unlike  the 
jazz  singer,  who  uses  the  human 
voice  as  a  musical  instrument 
rather  than  as  a  purveyor  of 
words.  And  unlike  the  popular 
singer,  who  creates  a  pleasant 
sound,  the  cafe  singer  creates  a 
mood,  an  ambiance,  which  by 
definition  implies  a  distinct  class, 
style  and  attitude.  It  is  no  surprise 
that  the  great  supper-club  singers 

—  Hildegarde,  Mabel  Mercer, 
Sylvia  Syms,  Julie  London  and 
Bobby  Short  —  are,  and  have  been 
for  years,  gay-male  favorites. 

Part  of  the  appeal  is  the  material 
itself.  Cole  Porter’s  wry,  guarded- 
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ly  romantic  lyrics  are  masterpieces 
of  understatement;  they  describe 
love  which  is  either  too  worn-out 
or  too  hesitant  to  exhibit  itself  ful¬ 
ly.  In  the  upbeat  numbers  his 
relentless  rhymes  and  urban 
cleverness  hide  rather  than  expose 
the  sentiment.  The  Lorenz  Hart 
and  Gershwin  material  in  the  show 


follow  in  the  same  vein.  In  any 
number  of  ways  they  manage  to 
restrain,  to  confine,  to  hide  the 
emotions  they  are  describing.  This 
restraint,  an  insistence  upon  the 
meaning  of  the  word  as  opposed  to 
the  feel  of  the  music,  is  what  Short 
is  best  at. 

It’s  clear  from  both  the  content 
and  the  presentation  of  this 
material  why  gay  men  are  attracted 
to  it.  The  first  act  of  Me  &  Julie 
presents  Mr.  Short  in  black  tie  at 
his  piano,  beneath  a  golden  arched 
proscenium,  spotlighted  on  an 
otherwise  dark  stage.  Julie  Wilson 
enters  for  the  second  half  in  a  full- 
length  silver  gown  with  dolman 
sleeves  and  a  full  pleated  skirt 
which  forms  a  full  circle  when 
brought  up  to  her  head.  (Actually 
her  gown  c.omes  closer  to  camp 
than  elegance.)  In  Act  II  the  set¬ 
ting  magically  changes  into  a  full¬ 
blown,  high-deco,  New  York  pent¬ 
house,  complete  with  a  skylight,  at 
sunset.  The  sets  are  evocative  and 
telling:  style,  taste  and  money. 
That  is  the  appeal  of  the  show  — 
and  the  material.  It  is  a  fantasy 
world  of  being  rich,  talented,  care¬ 
free  and  unbridled  by  conven¬ 


tional  mores.  And  even  if,  as 
Porter  once  wrote,  you  can  be 
“Down  in  the  Depths  of  the  90th 
Floor,”  the  hurt  doesn’t  really 
show.  Full-fledged  romance  can  be 
“Just  One  of  Those  Things”  and 
even  sex  gets  left  behind  for 
“Laziest  Girl  in  Town.” 

An  entire  evening  of  such  play¬ 
acted  elegance  could  be  tiring  but 
Julie  Wilson’s  upbeat,  Broadway 


style  mitigates  Short’s  studied 
detachment.  This  is  the  full-voiced 
singing  that  has  created  the  gay 
male  affinity  for  musical  comedy. 
If  the  cafe  singer  holds  back,  the 
show  stopper  lets  go.  The  refesh- 
ing  thing  about  Merman,  and  any 
other  Broadway  show  star,  was 
that  she  let  go.  The  emotions  were 
right  on  the  line  and  expressed 
Continued  on  page  12 


It’s  clear  from  both  the  content  and 
the  presentation  of  this  material 
why  gay  men  are  attracted  to  it. 
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Spoiling  the  View 


By  Freddie  Greenfield 

The  following  vignette  is  about 
unskilled,  except  in  street  life,  gay 
people.  Upwardly  mobile  lesbian 
and  gay  (David  Goodstein-type 
models)  people  are  fraught  to  ad¬ 
mit  that  they  far  outnumber  them. 
Them  that’s  got  the  privilege  to 
hawk  slogans  in  pride  marches, 
“Gay  Rights  Now”  yet  are  scared 
shitless  to  throw  a  few  rocks  at  city 
hall  or  torch  a  police  car.  Thus 
Elaine  Noble  could  invite  Jim 
Foster  from  San  Francisco  to 
Boston  for  a  gay  community  rally 
on  the  Common  fronting  the  State 
House  the  night  after  the  Dan 
White  Riot  with  the  express  idea  of 
selling  us  the  twisted  concept  that 
it  wasn’t  gay  people  that  created 
the  riot.  Saying,  of  course,  it  was 
gangs  of  straight  hoodlums. 
(Yours  truly,  a  gay  hoodlum,  had 
just  deplaned  from  San  Francisco 
that  morning  still  suffering  red 
eyes  from  police  tear-gas  bombs.) 
As  I  protested  Foster’s  brand  of 
coverups,  screeching  myself 
hoarse,  gay  bimbos  in  the  audience 
attempted  censoring  me  for  having 
the  cheek  to  malign  and  refute 
their  authority  role  models,  Noble 
and  Foster. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  gay  street  peo¬ 
ple  rarely  if  ever  benefit  from  pas¬ 
sage  of  gay  rights  legislation,  yet  at 
the  same  time  are  the  people  first 
to  mount  the  barricades,  first  to  be 
discarded,  trashed  by  enfranchised 


Nobles  and  Fosters. 

“Will  you  be  quiet  so  we  can 
hear  what  they  have  to  say?” 

“No,  because  if  you  haven’t 
heard  them  by  now  you’re  not 
capable  of  listening.” 

Another  one  of  those  disgus¬ 
tingly  shabby  gutter  queans  spoil¬ 
ing  the  view. 

The  Silver  Rail 

.  .  .  formerly  The  Pink  Ele¬ 
phant  Bar  &  Grill  on  6th  Avenue, 
New  York  City.  Shoeshine-correct 
glossy-booted  parachute  trooper 
sat  drinking  beer,  contorted  face 
indicating  an  aggressively  ugly 
mood,  loudly  declaring,  “Why, 
you’re  all  a  bunch  of  goddam 
queers  in  here.” 

Looking  at  old  photographs, 
not  wanting  to  come  out  of  hiding, 
nervous  giggles.  What  gall  this  sol¬ 
dier  jerk  had,  attacking  us  verbally 
in  our  home  turf,  a  gay  barroom. 
“See  here,  we  don’t  take  your  shit 
in  gay  bars.” 

“Oh,  read  him  honey.” 

Outside,  invited,  my  dear,  by 
him,  outside  on  the  sidewalk  as  he 
set  his  fists  in  the  classical  boxer 
stance.  And  us,  me  wearing  pan¬ 
cake  with  my  eyebrows  recently 
plucked  archly,  done  by  Little 
Amber,  the  beauty-school  student 
quean,  in  Bryant  Park,  the  back 
end  close  to  the  men’s  public  toilet 
(which  could  be  a  start  of  another 
story,  but  why  bother).  Anyway, 


out  on  the  sidewalk  now  it  was  me, 
of  course,  that  took  the  liberty  of 
punching  this  parachute  trooper 
freak  on  the  chin,  right  on  the  but¬ 
ton  actually.  “But,  darling,  during 
the  daylight  hours  a  professionally 
trained  athlete?”  And  the  soldier 
jerk  crumpled.  Well  not  exactly 
crumpled,  what  happened  was,  he 
stiffened  and  fell  much  like  a 
wooden  board  might  fall  if  it  was 
held  on  its  end  then  let  loose. 
Didn’t  his  head  bounce  meanly 
one  time  on  the  cement  sidewalk? 
Yes,  and  he  couldn’t  be  roused,  so 
because  I  was  with  a  person,  we 
were  having  a  mad  love  affair, 
more  hate  really  than  love,  one  of 
those  pre-Stonewall  possessive 
relationships,  a  typical  early  1950s 
scene,  both  of  us  stars  of  stage  and 
screen,  we  decide  it  best  we  leave. 

My  lover  and  I  did  derive  a  good 
part  of  our  daily  income  from 
soldiers.  Two  blocks  away  from 
The  Silver  Rail  was  famous  42nd 
street,  packed  for  the  most  part 
with  groups  of  soldiers  on  the 
prowl  for  women.  Approached 
them  with  offers  of  procuring 
women  for  their  personal  use,  bar¬ 
tering  price,  enticing  them  with 
hotel-room  keys,  all-night 
delights,  cheap,  twenty  dollars  for 
each.  Fictitious  women  stirring  up 
imaginations. 

Can  a  soldier-victim-patriot- 
freak  complain  to  the  military 
policeman,  “Fag  hit  me,  splat¬ 
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SPECIALIZING  IN  ENERGY  SAVING 


For  two  years,  GCN’s  Sustainer  Pro¬ 
gram  has  provided  the  financial  boost 
necessary  for  growth  and  change  in  the 
paper.  The  first  Sustainer  Campaign  in 
1982  underwrote  a  staff  salary  raise. 
The  1983  Campaign  helped 
us  to  expand  GCN  from 
16  pages  to  20  pages 
each  week. 

The  support  GCN  re¬ 
ceives  from  its  Sustain¬ 
ed  makes  the  differ 
ence  between  bare  sur¬ 
vival  and  growth.  This 
year,  plans  are  under¬ 
way  to  computerize 
GCN.  Currently,  sever¬ 
al  hardy  volunteers 
spend  late  night  hours 
entering  our  mailing  list 
into  an  antique  PDP  11  hidden  away  in 
distant  Quincy.  We  pay  over  $3,000.00 
each  year  just  to  rent  time  on  it!  Our 
Marketing  Department  scratches  pen¬ 
cil  to  paper,  trying  to  figure  out  who  re¬ 
news  their  subscription  and  when;  bill¬ 
ing  our  advertisers  takes  even  more 


time,  not  to  mention  that  trying  to  reme¬ 
dy  subscription  problems  is  a  nightmare 
You  can  help  us  change  all  that.  Our 
Sustainer  goal  for  this  year  is  $10,000; 
enough  to  buy  the  right  computer,  soft-, 
ware,  service  contract  and  cover  the 
costs  of  the  conversion. 
All  that’s  needed  for  you  to  be¬ 
come  a  GCN  Sustainer  is  your 
pledge  to  contribute  $30.  each 
quarter  in  1984.  We’ll  send 
you  our  quarterly  Insider 
newsletter,  a  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  to  GCN,  two  intro¬ 
ductory  gift  subs  to  give 
to  your  boss,  relatives, 
long-lost  ex-lovers  or  | 
new-found  friends,  and  | 
as  a  special  treat,  an  invitation  \ 
to  the  Annual  Sustainer  Dinner  Party  in  I 
December.  Use  the  form  below  and  help  I 
bring  GCN  into  the  computer  age.  | 

SUSTAIN  US! 


tered  with  pancake,  bronze  shade, 
cheap  Five-and-dime-store  stuff, 
and  tweazed  eyebrows.”  Of 
course  not,  it  goes  without  saying. 
My  lover  corrupted  me  into  much 
sleazier  activities  against  those  not 
of  our  immediate  circle,  contain¬ 
ing,  among  others,  Georgette  of 
Last  Exit  to  Brooklyn  fame.  This 
before  1  was  a  regular  at  Manhat¬ 
tan  drug  detoxification  centers. 
This  before  1  took  to  writing  open 
invitations  for  free  sex  on  subway 
restroom  walls,  serious  only  need 
reply,  phone  number  supplied, 
speed  appreciators  appreciated. 
Why  we  neither  one  of  us  smoked 
hocus  pocus  even. 

Did  sniff  Dixie  tunnel  aroma 
mixture,  ammonia  and  urine,  a 
hop  away  from  violent  confront¬ 
ations.  Exit  thru  hotel  passage  on¬ 
to  next  block,  43rd,  a  New  York 
Times  block,  quietly  not  shouting 
gay  liberation  slogans.  We  were  a 
fleetfooted  pair,  my  lover  and  I. 
Oh,  1  don’t  know  how  many  stolen 
billfolds  we  deposited  in  mail 
boxes,  IDs  intact,  as  a  matter  of 
principle.  We  were  a  happy  couple 
living  on  W.  71st  Street.  We  en¬ 
joyed  the  taste  of  each  other’s  rec¬ 
tum  daily.  My  lover  certainly  was 
happy  at  the  foot  of  our  bed  suck¬ 
ing  toes,  looking  up  at  me  with  an 
erotic  twinkle  in  his  mischievous 
greyish  blue  eyes.  All  our  assets 
were  thrown  in  one  pot  as  our  busy 
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with  no  uncertain  force.  It’s  the 
opposite  of  restraint.  Although 
both  styles  are  imbedded  in  Ameri¬ 
can  music,  and  have  been  enjoyed 
by  huge  numbers  of  people,  they 
do  both  have  a  history  of  appreci¬ 
ation  by  gay  men  and  have  become 
part  of  a  gay  sensibility  and  tradi¬ 
tion.  Me  &  Julie,  probably  one  of 
the  best  performed  shows  of  its 
kind,  is  an  enjoyable  combination 
of  the  two.  It  is  caring  and  precise 
in  how  it  handles  the  material: 
respectfully  and  with  grace  and 


antics  on  a  full  mattress  inured  us 
from  the  industrial/technological 
society  at  large.  Every  now  and 
then  we’d  hear  gossip  from  our 
group  how  some  silly  quean  we 
knew  was  reduced  to  eating 
canned  catfood.  “How  gross  can 
you  get,  darling?”  giggling,  we’d 
steal  an  early-morning  delivery 
bag  of  fresh  bulki  rolls  and  bagels 
from  a  doorway  of  the  corner 
grocery  store.  Yes,  sometimes  but¬ 
termilk  and  cream  cheese, 
laughing  about  another  quean  we 
know  who’s  into  hunting  used 
contraceptives,  a  practice  I  was 
not  unfamiliar  with  from  my  child¬ 
hood  days. 

“And  what  does  she  (all  queans 
were  shes)  do  with  them?” 

“Why  she  sucks  the  insides  out, 
of  course.” 

“Really,  dear,  because  she  can’t 
find  a  man,  is  that  it?” 

By  the  by,  that’s  dirt  about  Big 
Amber,  not  Little  Amber  that  does 
my  eyebrows  in  BP  (Bryant  Park). 

So,  we  made  up  this  big  lie  how  I 
broke  a  bone  in  my  right  hand 
when  I  hit  the  paratrooper  on  the 
chin  so  as  to  protect  the  other 
queans  in  The  Silver  Rail,  especial¬ 
ly  Johnny  Hagen’s  john,  Bob, 
who  was  reputed  to  have,  besides  a 
wife  and  children  living  in 
Newark,  oodles  of  money.  Yes, 
generous  Bob  gave  us  $200  to  help 
defray  my  medical  expenses. 

style. 

You  couldn’t  ask  for  a  better 
presentation  of  a  certain  strain  of 
gay  culture.  It  is  necessary  to  take 
notice  because  as  gay  people  are 
more  assimilated,  and  more  of  the 
mainstream  is  diluted  by  our 
culture,  we  will  be  losing  interests, 
artifacts  and  traditions  which  were 
once  defined  by  a  particular,  his¬ 
torical  gay  experience.  Me  &  Julie 
has  a  pre-Stonewall  sort  of  appeal. 
It’s  a  wonderfully  performed  show, 
which  gives  real  meaning  and  sub¬ 
stance  to  our  history  and  culture. 
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^SIMEON  GOLDSTEIN,  M.Ed.^ 
O  Copley  Square  522-6295  ^ 

Sliding  Fee  Scale  -  Most  Insurance  Accepted 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  Cindy  Rizzo, 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner 


•  Criminal  Defense  •  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Estate  Planning  •  Business  Representation 

•  Domestic  Relations  •  Employment  Matters 

•  Bankruptcy  •  Discrimination 

•  General  Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.‘  Brookline,  MA 
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Looking  For  A  Job? 

Thinking  of  a  Career  Change? 

Career  Planning  and 
Development  Counseling 


Paula  Herrington 


Call  for  More  Info:  628-9043 

Slitlmu  Sc;ilc  Located  m  Somcnille 


Save  this  Ad  10 %  Discount 
for  repairs  onlv 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV -Radio- Phones- Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repoir  i  T  V  &  Stereo  ot  lowest 
•rices  ANYWHERE'  Outside  ontenno  mstalla 
ion  a  specialty  Moss  Tech  Lie  981 

Old  fashioned  service  at  on  honest  price1 

/ ree  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  RIVER!  ST.,  BEACON  NHL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


Teresa  Ttull  &  Barbara  Higbie 

UNEXPECTED  □  IN  CONCERT 
Sunday  □  April  15  □  1984 

SOMEWHERE  ELSE 

295  Franklin  St  □  Boston  □  423-7730 

SPECIAL  GUESTS 

Jess  Leary  □  Wendy  Sobol 

TICKETS  □  On  Sale  Now 

I  New  Words  □  Somewhere  Else 

ft  ¥  1st  Show  —  6:30  □  2nd  Show  —  9:30 

Tickets  —  $6.00  □  $7.50  at  the  door 

A  Fiore/McGrath  Production 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations ,  AA  groups.  Pars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc  .  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  loo! ) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N  &  S.  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee, 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50:  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  District  ol  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  W  Virginia. 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  men 
$20;  Thg  rest  of  the  world;  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada;  men's  coverage  only. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  contiden 
tial.  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Gla  d 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


•  INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/ COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


U.C.S-* 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON.  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


f Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling 
Services 


Formerly  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 
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If  You've  Had  Enough 

of  hiding  your  drinking  ...  of  feeling  hung  over 
...  of  making  excuses  ...  of  breaking 
promises  to  yourself  and  others. 

Help  is  available. 


MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01 844  tel.  687-4383 


offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


Can  You 
Operate 
a  Stapler? 

Well  then,  we  have 
just  the  thing  to 
keep  you  off  the  streets. 
Friday  afternoons  at  3. 

Do  come  by. 

167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor. 
On  the  Boston  Common. 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


gay  community  news 

TYPESETTING 

«► 

Services 


•  resumes 

•  letterhead 

•  fliers 


•  brochures 

•  newsletters 

•  magazines 


Reasonable  rates 

for  information  call  GCN  426-4469 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9^am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Cay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 

Specialties  Include 

*  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 

*  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 

*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 

*  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


'(Sfel 

Women-Owned  &  Operated 
GUESTHOUSE 

18  Pearl  Street  —  Box  22 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
617-487-2210 

Karen  Harding 
Jackie  Kelly 


SOCIAL  THERAPY 
A  PROGRESSIVE 
APPROACH  TO 
INTIMACY 


Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don't  know  how, 
CHANGE  is  what  Social 
Therapy  is  about 

Social  Therapy  is  a  non- 
oppressive  approach  to 
coming  out  and  buiding 
relationships  in  a 
homophobic  society. 

The  Boston  Institute 
for  Social  Therapy 
and  Research 


sliding  scale 


524-7710 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.&S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 
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BUTTONS  -  BUTTONS  -  BUTTONS 

QUESTION  AUTHORITY— GOD  IS  COMING  AND  IS  SHE  PISSED- 
PINK  TRIANGLE— LAMBDA— DOUBLE  WOMAN'S  SYMBOL— DOU¬ 
BLE  MAN'S  SYMBOL-HOW  DARE  YOU  PRESUME  I'M  STRAIGHT- 
ORAL  MAJORITY— I'M  ONE  TOO— GAY  AND  PROUD— DIFFERENT 
BUT  EQUAL— UPPITY  WOMEN  UNITE— MY  KARMA  RAN  OVER  MY 
DOGMA— BORN  AGAIN  AGNOSTIC— HE'S  PRETTY  BUT  CAN  HE 
TYPE— BORN  AGAIN  PAGAN  — I'M  A  SHAMELESS  AGITATOR— 1 
OWN  MY  BODY  BUT  I  SHARE— JANE  WYMAN  WAS  RIGHT— I  LIKE 
OLDER  WOMEN  — I  LIKE  OLDER  MEN  — BENT-DYKE-FAGGOT— 
ONE  IN  TEN  OF  YOU  MAY  BE  ONE  OF  US. 

75<t  EACH.  MIN.  ORDER  3  BUTTTONS  +  10%  POSTAGE. 
COMPLETE  BUTTON  LIST  FOR  S.A.S.E. 

DROP  IN  AT  OUR  NON-PROFIT  STORE. 

FREEDOM  CENTER,  ARLINGTON  STREET  CHURCH, 
355  BOYLSTON  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02116  (617)  437-1854 


»iF 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02109 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass  02643 


1  800  352  3185 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
All  that  work  and 
all  that  worry 
come  to  flower 
in  a  flurry 
multiplied 
till  all  the  world 
was  wildly  smothered 
in  whiteness  swirled. 

But  you  had  courage 
you  had  vision 
and  made  the  kind 
and  right  decision. 

The  show  went  on 
the  kids  were  thrilled. 

Enthusiasm 
wasn't  killed. 

I've  never  known 
your  like  nowhere 
and  don't  have  a 
minute  of  you  to  spare. 
Congratulations 
Wonder  Mouse. 

May  you  always  play 
to  a  love-packed  house. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Glad  you  can  make  it  on  the  16th.  We 
should  be  able  to  come  up  with 
something  suitable.  But  you  sounded 
strange  on  the  phone,  unlike  your  usual 
self,  or  don’t  I  know  your  usual  self?? 
Drive  carefully.  See  you  soon. 


SHARON  IN  CHICAGO 

Thank  you  for  your  letter.  I  was  very  sur¬ 
prised  to  find  it  in  my  box  yesterday. 
Had  no  idea  the  newsletter  was  so  far- 
reaching.  Things  will  probably  work 
themselves  out.  Last  night  was  a  pain¬ 
ful  meeting,  but  good  things  came  out 
of  it.  This  is  a  funny  place.  It  stands  in 
one’s  life  like  a  living,  breathing  person, 
and  sometimes  the  person  seems  like  a 
lover  or  as  important  as  one.  It  is  conse¬ 
quently  very  emotionally  draining. 
Most  of  us,  however,  survive.  Your  en¬ 
couragement  helped.  I  can't  tell  you 
how  much  it  helped  or  at  what  a  crucial 
time  it  arrived.  Thank  you.  Thank  you. 
Thank  you.  NW 


DAP 

Think  of  you  a  great  deal.  Consider 
moving  here?  It's  a  terrific  city  for 
women.  Yes,  I  know,  I  still  owe  you  a 
letter.  I  don’t  forget. 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well. 


I’m  an  antheist  man,  27,  hoping  to  meet 
same  20-30  for  the  pleasure  of  sharing 
and  the  sharing  of  pleasure.  I  enjoy  in¬ 
telligent  conversation,  the  exchange  of 
genetic  material,  good  music,  hiking. 
I’m  honest,  non-smoking,  non-violent, 
strong,  S'B",  1451b and  friendly.  I  live  in 
New  Hampshire,  but  my  work  takes  me 
to  all  parts  of  MA,  CT,  and  Rl.  GCN  Box 
799; _ (38) 

Looking  for  a  gay  guy  any  age  for  com¬ 
panionship,  for  someone  to  talk  to.  Call 
Randy  Thomas,  282-9150,  9-12  PM.  Be 
discreet. _ (?) 

RACQUETBALL 

Beginning  racquetball  player  seeks 
same-level  partner  for  practice  and 
games  at  Cambridge  Y.  Paul  338-0050 
(days)  or  492-3544  (eves). _ (36) 

GWF  SEEKS  COMPANION 
Honest  aware  caring  seeks  same.  Love 
trvel  outdoors  music  hiking  friends  & 
most  activities.  Have  sense  of  humor. 
Interested?  Will  answer!  GCN  Box  796. 
_ (36) 

GWF  42,  incurable  romantic  with  ac¬ 
tive  intellect  seeks  intelligent,  mature, 
honest,  assertive  yet  reciprocal  woman 
for  dating  and  possible  relationship. 
Occupant  PO  Box  943,  Attleboro,  MA 
02703. _ (36) 

Gay  male,  27,  herpes  victim,  wishes  to 
communicate  with  other  herpes  suf¬ 
ferers,  for  mutual  support  &  maybe 
friendship.  I'm  interested  in  music, 
science,  &  many  other  things.  GCN  Box 
797. _  (39) 

HEY  YOU! 

GCN  needs  some  help  on  Friday  after¬ 
noons  around  3.  Simple  tasks,  great 
satisfaction.  Ask  for  Richard  426-4469. 

GM  TALL  DARK  HANDSOME  FUN 

Seeks  extremely  goodlooking,  semi¬ 
hunk  politically-abtive,  sensitive  man 
who  knows  how  to  be  silly.  I'm  27. 
Friendship  &  maybe  more!  Send  photo 
&  letter,  Boxholder,  PO  Box  980,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _ (36) 

Have  you  had  a  bad  experience  w/gyn 
incorrectly  diagnosed?  Incorrectly 
treated?  We’re  researching  for  a 
documentary  &  need  to  speak  w /  you. 
Sue  536-0969,  Michele  367-2679.  (36) 

ATTENTION  PAST  BOX  HOLDERS 

There  is  unclaimed  mail  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  pick-up  boxes.  Please  either  come 
in  to  claim  it,  or  send  $2.50  and  request 
that  it  be  mailed  to  you.  If  you  come  in¬ 
to  the  office,  you  must  give  us  positive 
identification  so  that  we  know  we  are 
giving  the  mail  to  its  proper  recipient. 
Thank  you. 

660,  667,  669,  674,  677,  684,  701, 

704.  706,  707,  708,  713,  714,  716, 

720,  723,  729,  731,  735,  738, 

753,  763. 

- - T- - n - 


CHRONIC  HEPATITIS  B  CARRIERS 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  is  in 
the  process  of  starting  an  educational/ 
support  group  for  individuals  with 
chronic  Hepatitis  B.  For  details  please 
contact  Jerry  Feuer  at  267-7573  or  write 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  16 
Haviland  St„  Boston,  MA02115. _ (c) 

BRING  BEEBO  TO  BOSTON! 

A  play  based  on  the  unforgettable  Ann 
Bannon  character  will  be  produced 
next  fall.  If  you'd  like  to  help  with  the 
production  in  any  capacity,  we’d  love 
your  help.  Please  write  to  us  at  Beebo 
Brinker,  GCN  Box  795. _ (c) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
Number  (be  sure  that  it  is  not  an  out¬ 
side  box);  people  sometimes  make  that 
mistake  and  do  not  reach  the  desired 
recipient)  send  to  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1 ,  Atten¬ 
tion  Classifieds  Box _ 

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD  GALA 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  holding  a 
planning  meeting  on  4/9,  7:30  PM,  to 
discuss  our  first  public  activity.  We 
need  your  help;  join  us.  Call  776-6377 
for  info,  location. _ (38) 

Mature  prof  LF  sks  sincere  relation¬ 
ship.  I  consider  myself  sensitive  warm 
attractive  educated  feminine  and 
responsible.  I  like  sports  books  music. 
GCN  box  802.  (38) 

LF  50’s  builder  repairperson  seeks 
dating  companion.  Hobbies:  classical 
guitar,  choir  karate,  dancing,  Pick  up 
the  phone  (617)  524-7507. _ (39) 

~  TUFTS  ALUMNI,  FRIENDS,  ETC. 

Grand  Tufts  Gay  &  Lesbian  Reunion  in 
Provincetown  is  just  around  the  corner! 
Make  your  plans  now!  Dates:  May  25-28 
(Memorial  Day  weekend).  Write  for 
more  details  to:  Reunion,  Dept  #174,  PO 
Box  141199,  Dallas,  TX  75214.  Let  us 
hear  from  you  soon!  Pass  along  the  in¬ 
fo  to  your  friends.  (43) 

TRADING  POST 

We  are  beginning  a  new  category  for 
those  who  want  to  trade  goods  and/or 
services.  Think  about  it.  Maybe  you 
have  a  talent  and  you  need  something 
done.  Offer  your  skill  in  exchange  for 
someone  else’s.  Or  maybe  someone 
gave  you  a  coffee  maker  for  Christmas 
and  you  have  a  coffee  maker,  but  you 
don't  have  a  blender.  So  offer  to  swap 
. .  .  Got  the  idea???  The  only  rule  is 
that  no  money  is  to  change  hands. 

SUBLET  WANTED 

Seek  summer  sublet  May  13-Sept  2 
Beacon  Hill  Back  Bay  or  South  End. 
Large  studio  or  1  br  pref.  Below  $600. 
Call  collect  daytime  (202)  667-9355.  (38) 


MISCELLANEOUS 

NON-SEXIST 
PASSOVER  HAGADAH 

Yef  Traditional 
For  the  Whole  Family 
In  Hebrew,  English  and 
Transliteration 

$4  or  Send  SASE  for  Brochure 

HAGADAH  — Dept  S,  POB  3094 
_ Oakland,  CA  94609 _ 

ATTENTION  TYPESETTERS 

GCN  is  looking  for  experienced 
freelance  typesetters  for  part-time 
work.  Send  resumes  to  Nancy 
Wechsler,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
floor,  Boston.  MA  02111.  We  have  a 
compugraphic  editwriter  7500.  Com- 
parable  experience  okay. _ 

PERSONALS  FOR  MEN 

NATURAL  MAN  INTO  J/O 

29,  6’,  165,  moust,  dk  bln,  hnsme,  wl-blt, 
hung,  masculine,  all  man!  Into  other 
East  Coast  studs  for  satisfy ngsex.  Am 
totally  healthy  —  expect  same.  Photo 
exchange  must  before  meeting.  Want 
the  best?  Go  for  it !!!  GCN  Box  786.  (38) 

SUMMER  HOME  WNTD 

2  LF  sk  quiet  country  home  in  June,  July, 
Aug  for  writing  &  gardening  in  West 
Mass  or  Vt.  Betsy/Berit  354-5441,  (v) 

RENTAL  WANTED 

$25  REWARD! 

2  LF  sk  rental  in  SW  New  Hampshire 
beg  7/1.  Cabin,  house,  apt  or  share.  Call 
col  lect  (203)  663-2428.  (41 ) 

HOME  WANTED 

LF  27  prof  sks  place  to  live  w/L(s)  pref 
near  West  sub.  Am  friendly,  neat,  easy¬ 
going  nonsmkr.  Paula  742-5050.  Please 
leave  msg. _ (39) 

APARTMENTS _ 

PONDSIDE  JP 

1  bdrm  apt  in  quiet  courtyard.  Cool  in 
summer,  warm  in  winter.  Laundry  rm, 
sun  deck,  Vz  block  to  T.  $300  + util. 
Diane,  days  267-9267,  eves  524-6147. 

_ (38) 

Cambridge  2  bdrm  sunny,  great  loca¬ 
tion.  Hardwood  firs,  porch,  quiet  street, 
htd.  Call  354-5912.  $750. _ (39) 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form). _ 

Sublet  —  1  bdrm  apt,  Mass  Ave,  Cam¬ 
bridge.  May  4  —  Mid  duly.  $340/mo.  Bill, 
492-1632.  (39) 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

Visiting  Texas  soon?  Stay  in  private 
homes.  Write:  Texhosts  Box  815748, 
Dallas  TX  75381.  (41) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

SPEECH/LANG  PATHOLOGISTS 
LF  speech/lang  pathologist  interested 
in  forming  professional  support  group 
to  share  experiences,  concerns  &  info. 
GCN  Box  803.  (39) 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism.  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  consul¬ 
tants  for  your  organization  (municipal, 
professional,  political,  educational)  or 
business.  Contact  Equity  Institute  in 
Amherst,  MA  at  (413)  256-6902.  Co- 
directors  Carole  Lannigan  Johnson, 
J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester,  Ed.D. _ (s) 

GAY  MEN'S  COVEN 
Gay  Pride,  Feminist,  Spiritual.  Explor¬ 
ing  the  cycles  within  our  lives  and 
nature  with  a  traditional  witchcraft 
base.  Study  is  graded  towards  initia¬ 
tion.  NY  &  Seattle.  Kathexis  Anthropos, 
PO  Box  4538,  Sunnyside,  NY  11104. 
SASE,  please! _ ” _ (30) 

LESBIAN  NETWORKING 
NEWSLETTER 

TELEWOMAN,  Box  2306,  Pleasant  Hill, 
CA  94523  is  a  national  lesbian  newslet¬ 
ter.  Network  resources,  lesbian  fiction, 
poetry,  art,  photography,  book  reviews, 
profiles,  women’s  spirituality,  exquisite 
graphics,  links  between  country  &  city 
lesbians.  $1  sample  issue,  $12  sub.  (32) 

DOB. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 

LESBIAN  &  GAY  CHRISTIANS 
and  others  skng  spiritual  fulfillment.  If 
you  are  interested  in  forming  a  UFMCC 
congregation  in  Cambridge  or  the  Bos¬ 
ton  suburbs,  call  492-7922  or  write  PO 
Box  1397,  Camb,  MA  02238.  If  have 
been  unfulfilled  by  other  churches,  this 
may  be  the  place  for  you.  Feminist  len¬ 
ten  series  beginning:  call  for  details. 

_ (45) 

GAY  TEENAGE  BOYS  CLUB 
If  U  R  lonely  &  want  to  meet  boys  your 
age,  join  us.  Wkly  meetings,  make 
friends,  dates  &  talk.  Future  plans:  rock 
concerts,  sports,  ski,  beach  &  camp 
trips,  parties.  Help  finding  job  place  to 
live.  Lng  letter  w/  photo  &  phone  to  Box 
3072  Saxonville  Sta,  Framingham  MA 
01701, _ (42) 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

1.  Fill  in  Section  #1.  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential.  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

2.  Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  for  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space  is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  your  writing. 

3.  Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  if  you  do  not  choose  one  or  if  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

4.  Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  changes  hands,  it  is  business. 

Includes  renting  part  of  your  home.  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  etc.  If  you 
are  selling  a  litter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule — if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  non-business.  Personal  items  for  sale  are  considered  non¬ 
business  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
must  pay  the  business  rate. 

•PLEASE  NOTE:  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
will  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

5.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


Section  1 


NAME  _ 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE 


APT. . 
ZIP. 


PHONE  (_ 


Section  2 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

* The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
of  all  the  rales  and  conditions  stated  on  this  form. 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  reject,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  of 
its  text  or  illustrations. 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  full  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  of  GCN 's  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  of  the  original 
ad.  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  of  the 
original  publication  of  the  ad. 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each'time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 
•Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 

- ,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

Section  3 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

x  2.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x  1.00 

= 

Light  Headlines: 

Business 

x  1.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

= 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

— 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

x  .75 

-- 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

= 

Capitalized  Wds: 

(not  Headlines) 

x  .25 

_ 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

Col.  inches  or  part  thereof: 

x  12.00 

_ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week 

(Add) 

= 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= 

SUBTOTAL 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-2C 
consecutive  weeks 

1 

10% 

for21-30consec.  wks. 

15% 

= 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20% 

= 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

= 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00 

- 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00 

= 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ 

□  Ckng  copies;  #wks_ 
TOTAL  ENCLOSED  .  . . 


<1.00  = 
_ xl .  = 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal.  (For  long-running  business  ads  only.) 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSJFIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


HEY  YOU! 

GCN  needs  some  help  on  Friday  after¬ 
noons  around  3.  Simple  tasks,  great 
satisfaction.  Ask  for  Richard  426-4469. 


RIDES 


BLOOMINGTON.  INDIANA  AREA 
Ride  needed  to  music  festival,  and 
back.  Can  leave  from  Boston  area 
anytime  after  May  18.  return  after  May 
28.  Will  share  expenses,  tell  great 
stories.  Please  call  Maida  at  (617) 
723-7473.  _ <F) 


Gay  Community  News,  April  14,  1984  • 

LF  28  seeks  LF  25+  to  share  sunny 
West  Somerville  apt.  Independent, 
political,  w/sense  of  humor.  $200/mo 
inc  heat.  Temp,  arr.  poss.  628-4530.  (35) 

GCN  staff  member  needs  a  place  to 
live.  Quiet,  neat,  non-smoker, 
ominivorous.  I'd  like  to  remain  in  Cam- 
bridgeport  or  Central  Sq.  area.  Call 
Larry  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 


MOVERS 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

o 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

<t 

5 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

nr 

236-1848 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insured  Service 
Tel  492-1572  (45) 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
_ 522-0826. _ (10) 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day — any  day  of  year. 

No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 

HI,  DRIP  DRY 

ROOMMATES 


UNION  SQUARE  SOMERVILLE 
3  LFs  sk  4th.  WE  are  friendly,  indep, 
semi-vegi,  2  cats.  W&D  in  bsmt.  Sunny 
house,  yard  &  porch.  Quiet  st  nr  buses. 
$225  inc  util.  For  Apr  15  or  May  1. 
623-5985. _ j38) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED  IN  JP 
1  LF  sks  same  for  5  rms  in  JP.  Quiet  st. 
Reasonable  safe  area.  I'm  a  meat-eater 
nonsmkr  w/min  pol  interest.  And  1  cat. 
$200/mo  no  utl.  $600  to  move  in.  I'm  a 
nice  person  looking  for  a  roommate 
who  is  also  going  to  be  a  friend. 
524-7390  days. _ (39) 

LF  sks  home  w/1-3  others  for  mid-May, 
June  1.  Veg,  no  pets,  considerate,  self- 
sufficient,  politically  aware  (if  not 
always  correct),  emotional,  smart,  sks 
same.  Will  pay  up  to  $290/mo  ht,  H20 
inc.  Need  parking.  566-5310  anytime  — 
phone  machine. _ (39) 

Prof  LF  30  sks  rmte  to  share  sunny  5 
room  apt  in  JP  nr  T.  Yard,  porches,  wd 
firs,  nr  parking.  Warm  &  independent. 
$150+ util.  524-4289. _ (40) 

LF,  31  sks  resp  LF  who  likes  kids  to  shr 
JP  apt  on  Grn  Line.  Lg  apt,  newly  renov, 
porches.  Temp  foster  child  arrvng  soon. 
No  drugs  or  alcohol  in  hse.  Julie 
522-2626.  Early  AM/late  PM. _ (38) 

Framingham  L  sks  resp  L  rmte  for  lg  2 
br  apt  nr  Rt  9  &  Pike.  Lg  yd  &  screened 
porch.  I  am  quiet,  smk  &  have  1  cat: 
other  pets  negotiable.  $240/mo  inc 
heat.  Avail  May.  Ann  aft  5  pm  877-0503. 

_ (38) 

L  25  poet,  editor  sks  F  for  huge  warm 
sunny  6  rm  Dorch  apt.  Wd  firs,  smell  of 
sea,  porches.  I  want  a  home  with 
humor,  respect,  neatness,  new  curtns, 
no  smoke.  $175  +  low  utils.  825-2787 
till  11;  491-2754  T,Th,  F.  Ask  for  E.J.  (38) 
JAMAICA  PLAIN  MAY  1 
LF  33  &  cat  need  F  27+  to  share  6  rm 
apt.  Cigs  OK.  Safe,  near  T.  Lots  of  rm, 
windows,  music,  books.  2  porches, 
view,  top  fl  of  trpl  decker.  220 +  , 
522-9585.  (39) 
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JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

ATTENTION  TYPESETTERS 

GCN  is  looking  for  experienced 
freelance  typesetters  for  part-time 
work.  Send  resumes  to  Nancy 
Wechsler,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
floor,  Boston,  MA  02111.  We  have  a 
compugraphic  editwriter  7500.  Com- 
parable  experience  okay. _ 

Telephone  reservations  agent:  en¬ 
thusiastic  telephone  style  a  must. 
Salary  (not  commission).  For  more  info 
639-0424  Marblehead.  9  AM  —  5  PM. 
Mon  —  Fri.  (38) 

SUMMER  RENTAL 

Summer  sublet  in  Cambridge  avail  for 
June/July  &  August.  Sunny,  spacious  2 
bdrm  Apt  $550/mo.  354-5441  Betsy  or 
Berit. _ (c) 

APARTMENT  WANTED 

GCN  staff  member  needs  a  place  to 
live.  Quiet,  neat,  non-smoker,  om¬ 
nivorous.  I'd  like  to  remain  in  Cam- 
bridgeport  or  Central  Sq.  area.  Calf 
Larry  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

PUBLICATIONS 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  HAGGADAH 
A  new  Haggadah:  A  Jewish  Lesbian 
Seder  by  Judith  Stein.  Nonreligious  but 
includes  all  the  traditional  rituals; 
powerful  lesbian  celebration  of  Jewish 
liberation.  English.  Order  from  Bobbeh 
Meisehs  Press  137  Tremont  St.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02139.  Prepaid  only  $4.00  + 
50*  postage  each. _ (38) 


RESORTS _ 

CHECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN!!! 

Dbl  rms  coffee  by  fireside.  Pkg.  Apts 
also  avail.  1  blk  bay  open  yr  round 
487-9029.  25  Winthrop  P’Town  MA 
02657. _ (46) 

WELCOME  TO  MY  WORLD! 
Sunrises,  sunsets!  Pvt  beach,  20'  by  40' 
heated  pool.  All  pvt  rms  &  bths. 
Plus...,  charming  inn  or  motel  wing. 
Town  busline.  Brochure.  P'town. 
524-5464. 


Classifieds 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in 
elude  religious  observances,  discus 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238. _ 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018. _ (48) 


ATTENTION  ORGANIZERS! 

If  you  belong  to,  or  want  to  form,  a 
non-profit  lesbian/gay  organization 
anywhere  in  the  world,  and  you 
think  it  deserves  the  exposure  a 
GCN  Classified  ad  can  give  it,  we 
offer  special  rates  just  for  you.  A 
year  (50  deathless  issues)  for  a 
mere  $100.  If  a  year  costs  more  than 
you  want  to  spend  right  now,  you 
may  pay  in  quarterly  installments  of 
$30,  $30,  $30  and  $10.  This  is  for  an 
ad  with  one  headline  and  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  8  lines  of  copy.  Such  an  ad 
at  present  would  cost  $6.50  per 
insertion,  so  this  is  really  a  super 
bargain.  Now,  rush  right  out  and 
catch  yourself  a  Classified!  You’ll 
be  glad  you  did.  Just  cut  this 
coupon  out  and  send  it  along  with 
your  ad  and  payment,  to  receive  the 
best  deal  in  town. 


GCN  SPECIALS 

Fight  the  Right! 

Some  of  you  may  receive  or  run  across 
junk  mail  from  New  Right  or  religious 
right  organizations.  Two  GCN  writers 
are  trying  to  compile  and  analyze  this 
material,  especially  material  about 
AIDS.  So,  don’t  throw  it  away!  What  is 
junk  to  you  is  valuable  primary  source 
material  for  us.  Don’t  assume  we  have 
any  particular  thing.  And  watch  for  an 
article  in  GCN  in  early  April  on  what  the 
homophobes  are  saying  about  AIDS. 
Send  material  to:  Cindy  Patton,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  

BOSTON  GAY  HISTORY 
We  are  seeking  information  on  Scollay 
Square  and  its  immediate  surroundings 
during  and  before  World  War  II,  espe¬ 
cially  on  the  Imperial  Cafe  and  Hotel  as 
a  cruising  and  drinking  spot  for  sea¬ 
men,  as  well  as  the  Old  Howard  Bur¬ 
lesque  on  Howard  St.  and  the  Casino 
Burlesque  on  Hanover  St.,  the  5c  all- 
night  movie  theaters.  Any  contributions 
will  be  greatly  appreciated.  Please 
write  Freddie  Greenfield,  c/o  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  5th  FL,  Boston,  MA  02111 
or  call  (617)  426-4469  and  leave  a  mes- 
sage  so  we  can  set  up  an  interview. 


LF  &  GM  sk  2  rmmts  for  May  1  to  share 
spacious  hse  in  JP.  1  small  bdrm  $125; 
1  Irg  bdrm  $150.  Rob  524-7043  eve  or 
Nancy  423-0709  day. _  (38) 

HOUSE  BY  THE  SEA.  .  . 

LF  wanted  for  Gloucester  house 
w/yard,  pkg,  livrm  w/9  ft  hearth,  kite 
w/woodstove,  own  rm  w/fireplace. 
Share  chores  &  Bayvw  w/LF  cpI,  cat 
near  beach,  avail  5/1,  yr-round. 
$191/mo+  util.  281-5728. _ (40) 


2  LF  Ikng  to  share  sunny  Dorch  one- 
family  home  w/two  more.  2  blks  from 
Red  T.  Dwy  &  grg.  Wsh&dry.  $175  +  util. 
(617)288-8663  after  4  pm. _ (38) 

LOW  RENT  IN  WATERTOWN 
2  LF  looking  for  rmte  25+  for  April  or 
May.  We  are  33  &  35,  prefer  non- 
smoker,  semi-veg.  We  have  1  cat  but  no 
more  pets  allowed.  $142/mo  htd.  Near 
Watertown  Sq.  We  are  professionals  in 
the  music  and  human  services  field 
923-9366.  (41) 


BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Romance  a  friend  in  Newport!  Cozy 
rooms  have  antiques  &  flowers.  Warm 
&  safe.  Come  let  us  pamper  you!  GCN 
disc,  Cont  brkft.  (401)  849-7645.  (13) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

in  Vermont  still  has  spring  skiing, 
maple  sugaring,  baby  farm  animals, 
great  food  and  cozy  rms.  Special  off¬ 
season  rates.  Reserve  space.  (802) 
533-7772.  (38) 


JOB  WANTED _ 

Gay  man  looking  for  full  or  part  time 
general  office  work.  Filing,  phone 
answering,  and  some  bookkeeping  ex¬ 
perience.  Please  call  Mike  at  GCN 
426-4469  and  ask  about  John  Michel. 
Gay  man,  hearing  impaired,  seeks  work 
(part  or  full  time)  as  cook  (ideally)  or 
general  work  (whatever).  Please  call 
Mike  at  GCN  426-4469  and  ask  about 
Jay. _ 

SERVICES _ 

REUPHOLSTERING 

Wicker  chair  cushions,  seats  covered, 
draperies  &  curtains  custom  made  from 
your  fabric.  Quality  workmanship. 
Charlie  646-2672. _ (42) 


TROUBLED  GAYS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  the  Usual  Human  Problems: 
Loneliness.  Depression 
Despair 

Jusl  General  Misery 
Initial  Interview  al  No  Charge 
Ruth  CHESSMAN 

(617)  964-2510 


■*  TAX  TAMER"  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms,  4  years  pro  experience  gay  owned 
&  operated.  436-2583. _ (29) 

GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988. _ (c) 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler. 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 
Insurance  Now  Accepted 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  825-0538 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  for  appt. 


‘i 


1 1 


t ! 


MmntiiHtmHiniimiRintiittffiiiiHimiuiti 

ro  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ot  an 
Anarchist). 


FREE  FOR  WOMEN  PRISONERS 
I.esCon  is  a  quarterly  publication  that 
is  Free  to  women  in  prison.  LesCon  is 
short  for  Lesbian  Contradiction:  A  Jour¬ 
nal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  ($5  to  women 
on  the  outside;  more  if/less  if).  584  Castro 
St.  Suite  263,  San  Francisco  CA  44114  or 
1007  N.47th,  Seattle  WA  98103. 


I’m  very  interested  in  meeting  new 
people  to  share  thoughts  and  every¬ 
day  feelings.  I’m  bisexual,  a  lover  of 
life,  and  into  writing  poetry,  reading, 
and  sun  tanning.  Send  photo  if  you 
like.  Angel  SEAY,  46496,  PO  Box  3400, 
Goodyear  AZ  85338.  


I’m  a  sweet  young  woman  in  need  of 
correspondence  with  the  free  world. 
Soon  to  be  released.  Marla  HASON, 
W19442  LB,  Frontera  CA  91720. 


26  year  old  GF  would  like  a  lady  to 
write  to  share  ideas  and  feelings.  I’m 
sensitive  and  honest  with  my  emo 
tions.  Bonnie  PLOTNER,  W-18362 
BB-1137,  Frontera  CA  91720. 


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
are  donated  and  when  money  for 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Fl.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


postage  for  books  for  prisoners 

One  way  to  support  GCN’s  Prisoner 
Project  is  to  send  a  few  bucks  to  help 
with  the  postage  for  the  books  we 
send  out  to  prisoners.  Thanks. _ 

The  dignity  and  beauty  of  a  person 
rests  in  the  spirit  which  makes  them 
more  than  simply  a  physical  being. 
As  long  as  the  people  recognize  this 
and  move  agaihst  suppression  and 
exploitation,  they  will  be  carrying  out 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  ideas  of  all 
time.  The  prison  cannot  be  victorious 
because  walls,  bars,  barbed  wire  and 
guards  cannot  conquer  or  hold  down 
an  idea.  I  would  appreciate  it  very 
much  if  I  could  write  to  one  of  your 
readers  (or  more!)  and  receive  the 
paper.  Thanks  very  much.  Cornell 
KIMMINS,  39387,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City  MO  65102. . 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


Prisoners  Writing  Prisoners 
Many  prisons  don  7  allow  their  prisoners  to 
write  prisoners  of  other  prisons.  Don't 
assume  that  if  your  prison  allows  you  to 
write  other  prisoners  that  all  prisons  must  he 
that  way.  They  aren't.  Many  frustrated 
prisoners  have  written  GCN  saying:  "Please 
let  the  prisoners  who 've  written  me  know 
that  /  can't  answer  them.  " 

This  is  NOT  to  discourage  you  from 
writing  each  other.  On  the  contrary!  We 
think  it 's  important  for  you  to  he  able  to 
help  each  other  out:  just  don't  get 
discouraged  thinking  that  other  prisoners 
just  aren't  answering  you  letters  because 
they  don  7  care.  It  may  he  that  their  prison 
won  7  let  them. 

Penitentiary  Queen  needs  loving  individual 
or  group  lo  help  me  through  these  hard 
times.  Will  be  free  soon  and  need  to  gel  in 
touch  with  the  gay  world  outside. 
Blpnde/brown  hair,  Green/brown  eyes, 
pretty  and  petit  when  I  want  to  be. 
Pciture  accompanied  with  a  stamped 
self-addressed  envelope  gets  fast  rep¬ 
ly.  Nick  ‘Dusty’  Rettinger,  287570,  PO 
box  777,  Monroe  WA  98272. 


Well,  Mike,  this  could  have  been  a  prick  instead  of  a  bow,  but  I  didn ’t  know 
if  you  could  put  a  prick  in  the  paper.  Dago  ( Boise,  ID) 
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Attractive  GM  seeks  correspondence! 
with  someone  who  is  lonely,  sen¬ 
sitive,  kind-haarted  and  wants  tol 
build  a  lasting  friendship  together.  l[ 
like  jazz,  quiet  dinners,  jogging  and 
sports.  I  have  recently  been  moved.  I 
My  new  address  is:  Pat  CANNON,  PO 
Box  466,  Gardner  MA  01440. 

I’m  still  receiving  my  GCN  and  it's  I 
great!  But  I’m  still  in  need  of  a  friend. 
I'm  crazy  about  furry  animals,  good 
music  and  dancing.  But  what  I  like 
most  is  a  hot  man  who  will  try  j 
anything  once.  Ricky  MILBURN, 
EF-151355,  4600  Fulton  Mill  Rd., 
Macon  GA  31213. _ 

I’m  a  gay  prisoner  and  known  here  in  ] 

the  state  as  a  good  jailhouse  lawyer.  I 
also  have  a  civil  suit  in  Fed.  Court  on 
discrimination  against  gays  in  visita¬ 
tion  rules.  I  would  like  some  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  if  you  have  any  and  on  any  | 
kind  of  support  there  is  for  us  here  in 
North  Carolina.  Also  I'd  like  to  have  a  | 
penpal,  if  possible.  Thanks.  Charles  I. 
BURKE,  PO  Box  746,  Troy  NC  27371, 
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I’ll)  doing  lime  in  New  Mexico.  Bui  ami 
from  l he  West  Coaxi.  1  ..A.area.  Don’ll 
care  who  wriles,  man  woman  or  child.  Do 
enjoy  wriling  lo  olhers  and  will  wrile.  No 
huxilcrx  or  pros.  Jusl  want  lo  get  lo  know 
oilier  gays  as  myself  who  are  inlo  growing. 
And  are  as  lonely  as  myself.  Can  receive 
mail  from  other  joints.  Thank  you,  Orlan¬ 
do  CiABAl.DON,  27183,  PO  Box  1059, 
Sanla  Fe,  NM  87504. 

Of  the  3000  prisoners  here,  approx. 
300-400  are  drag  queens.  They  are  I 
allowed  to  apply  lipstick,  make-up 
etc.  I  don’t  want  to  get  involved  with 
any  of  the  strait  men  in  here  because 
my  experience  is  they  only  want  to 
use  you,  no  matter  how  nice  they  are  | 
about  it.  I  just  need  someone  who  I 
can  be  friends  with  for  awhile.  Jeffrey 
L.  SUTTON,  C -01 736,  PO  Box  2000, 
Vacaville  CA  95696. _ 

I'm  into  computer  work,  TV,  reading, 
philosophy,  libertarian,  with  the 
libido  of  a  19  yr  old  and  would  like  to 
establish  contact  with  some  people. 
Who  knows?  We  might  like  each 
other!  William  SALMI,  C-71697.  PO 
Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA  95696. 


Young  male  seeking  sincere  and  car¬ 

ing  people  to  correspond  with.  All  let- 
|  ters  answered.  Richard  Allen  HILL, 
360528-A,  Rt  4  Box  1100,  Ramsey  I, 
Rosharon  TX  77583. 

Lonely  gay  man  looking  for  someone 
who  can  help  me  pass  my  time  away 
'with  them.  Jack  REYNOLDS,  92700, 
Box  514,  Granite  OK  73547, _ ’ 

I  like  art,  reading  and  meeting  sincere 
people.  Hoping  to  establish  a  rela¬ 
tionship  to  come  out  to.  No  game 
players,  please.  I  been  hurt  enough. 
Terry  GRUBB,  028464,  Box  1500,  Box 
320,  Cross  City  FL  32628. 

While  I  lay  here  reading  James 
Smith’s  letter  I  had  to  write  you  to  let 
you  know  how  I  feel  about  it.  First  of 
all  if  we  are  to  be  together  we  will 
have  to  help  each  other  out  by  not 
forgetting  the  ones  in  jail.  Well,  I  hope 
I  can  find  someone  out  there  that  will 
understand  how  I  feel  inside  and  what 
pain  it  is  to  be  alone.  I  hope  by  me  be¬ 
ing  black  don’t  stop  you  from  helping 
me.  Darnell  BROWN,  89654,  Rt  2,  Box 
500,  Angie  LA  70462. _ 

I'd  like  to  corresponde  with  someone  I 
(from  anywhere  would  be  fine)  with 
some  interest  in  art,  music,  martial 
arts,  and  current  events.  Would  love  to 
hear  from  someone  in  Indiana!  Amos 
BLAND,  076644,  PO  Box  1100-1570,1 
Avon  Park  FL  33825. _ 

We  are  2  lonely  drag  queens  looking  I 
for  friendship  with  other  drag  queens 
in  the  free  world.  We  are  incarcerated 
at  this  time  and  deeply  regret  having 
nothing  to  offer  in  return  but  friend¬ 
ship.  Our  names  are:  David  Lee  JEFF- 
COAT,  50999,  Parchman  MS  38738  [in- 
terests:fucking,  dressing  up,  looking, 
sewing  and  drawing];  and  Richard  | 
SMOTHERMAN,  48041  29-A,  Par¬ 
chman  MS  38738. 
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Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  eleventh  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


My  name  is 
City _ 


Address 


State 


Zip 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00 

25  weeks  $17.50 

25  weeks/low  income  $10.00 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 

which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


